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Before the Pacific war, The British Malaya administration adopted a divided and rule
policy on the governance of various ethnic groups to maintain its rule. No doubt the
Japanese occupation of Malaya during the great war caused a huge damage to
Malayan society, compare to Chinese, the occupation of Japan was welcomed by
many Malay nationalists, the fights between pro Japan Malay group and Chinese led
anti Japan army not only instigated a series of ethnic collisions between Malay and
Chinese group shortly after the war, but also triggered a massive Malay nationalist
movement throughout the country to safeguard theirs rights and interests. Meanwhile
due to the significant contribution of Chinese community to the resistance against
Japanese occupation, the Chinese rights of habitation in Malaya were recognized by
the British administration shortly after the war. Follow by the rebellion of Malayan
Communist party in post war period, to suppress the communist resistance, the



British Malaya administration was forced to set up and promote a coalition alliance
between local right wing Chinese leader and pro British Malay leader for the
formation of the self government in Malaya. This effort has accelerated the process of
independence of Malaya and subsequently helped to form a new country which is
governed by multiethnic group through the concept of power sharing.
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