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The XXXIInd Conference of the

European Association of Chinese Studies

Ursula Richter*®

The European Association of Chinese Studies (EACS) is an
international organization with about five hundred members, both
individuals and corporations, including European scholars and institut-
ions engaged in Chinese Studies as well as non-Europeans who specialize
on Sino-European relations. Every two years, the EACS holds a
conference at one of the affiliated academic facilities. This year, the
thirty-second EACS Conference (27 to 30 August, 1990) took place
in Leiden, the Netherlands. A charming Dutch town with many
canals, windmills, and narrow streets skirted by time-honoured
buildings, Rembrandt’s native town harbours one of Europe’s most
prestigeous universities, founded in 1575.

Ever since the seventeenth century, Leiden University was renowned
for its Oriental Studies. (For details, see W. Otterspeer, ed., 1989,
Leiden Oriental Connections 1850-1940, Leiden: Brill, and in it partic-
ularly L. Blussé on the early sinologists at the university, pp. 317-353.)
In the nineteenth century it became one of the early centres of academic
Sinology and helped gear the young discipline towards professionalizat-
ion: A chair of Chinese Studies existed as early as 1874; from 1890
on, the distinguished journal T’oung Pao has been jointly edited here
and in Paris; in 1930, the “Institutum Sinologicum Lugduno-Batava”,
heir and host to a magnificent collection of classical Chinese materials,
was established and has published many a standard work in the field.
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A Documentation Centre for Contemporary China was added in 1969.
Currently, research of the Sinological Institute (“Department of, Chinese
Languages and Cultures”) focuses on the following topics: Early
Chinese Buddhism; underdeveloped areas; Hui-chou (Waichou, M)
merchants in Imperial China; Socio-economic developments in contem-
porary China; Traditional and modern literature; linguistics. Recent-
ly, a joint research programme on “Centre and periphery in East
Asia” was established with the Department of Japanese and Korean
Languages and Cultures. Leiden University also maintains exchange
programmes for students and staff with the Universities Beijing Jr 31k
B, Xiamen JF[qkKE (where research is conducted into trade history,
shipping, and land reclamation), and Taiwan National [ 7% k£,
In 1989, the Sinological Institute was integrated into the Leiden
University Centre of Non-Western Studies.

The leitmotif of the XXXIInd EACS Conference was “China and
the Outer World” in the widest sense, from ancient to contemporary
times, embracing religious, intellectual, artistic, and political encoun-
ters as well as economic problems, linguistics, sources and research
facilities; special attention was given to Western images of China and
their transformation in time as the EACS is planning a research
programme on this subject.

Apart from the tightly packed series of lectures (to be reviewed
infra) an exhibition of Chinese books had been arranged by Taipei
National Central Library EirsrdeE a8 and was displayed at the
Leiden Sinological Institute from 24 August to 8 September, 1990.
- Progress and prospects of the Institute’s project “Visual presentation
of Chinese history” were introduced by Prof. E. Ziircher and two other
Leiden sinologists and quite impressed all with an interest in up-to-date
teaching facilities. - Conference participants were invited to a recept-
ion by E.J.Brill’s, the “Printers, Publishers and Booksellers since
16837 who bring out T’oung Pao and whose publications of works by
Leiden and international scholars are certainly known to everyone in
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the field. - A special plenary session was held by [Prof. [Li Yih-
yuan ZREEE+:, Taipei, president of the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation
for International Scholarly Exchange #ERBEEEGAEKELE to
introduce the work of this newly established Foundation. - On the
last evening, the Sinological Institute gave a reception in their spacious
patio.

More than 150 scholars, both EACS members and guests, partic-
ipated in the Conference. The East European contingent lwas notably
stronger than in previous years (twenty from the Soviet Union alone)
while there were none from the PRC. Participants from Taiwan were
C.-H.Perng #455& of Taiwan National University (giving a paper
on Yuan drama), and myself. There was also a scholar each from
Singapore, Malaysia, and Japan.

The series of lectures was framed by an opening session on
Monday, 27 August, 9.30 a.m., at which EACS president G.A.
Malmgqvist, Stockholm, delivered an address, and V.F. Sorokin,
Moscow, reviewed Sino-Soviet literary contacts; and by a closing
session and business meeting on Thursday, 30 August, 3.50 p.m. at
which ongoing and future research projects were discussed; the next
congress in two years’ time announced to be held in Paris; four new
board members and a new president — E. Ziircher, Leiden — elected.

Altogether, 64 lectures were held; papers were organized into six
sections:

1. China and the Outer World
Economic Aspects
Political and Legal Aspects
Sources and Literature
Religion and Intellectual History

IR IR

6. Linguistics
The following review is a selection of papers concerning pre-
modern and modern Chinese history.
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Setcion 1:
Monday, 27 August

V.S. Miasnikov, Moscow: “The Qing empire and Russia in the
first decade of the 19th century”

L. Blussé, Leiden, and Zhuang Guotu B4, Xiamen: “Chinese
commercial expansion into the Nanyang in the 16th century:
a preliminary report on the Tung-Hsi Yang k’ao project”
Under the Leiden-Xiamen co-operation mentioned above, this
project aims at an annotated Chinese edition and an annotated
English translation of the Jp:#% by Zhang Xie 3£ (1617/
19).

I. Dandolo, Paris: “Guerre et paix sur I’Amour: le Traité de
Nercinsk. *

(War and peace on the Amur River: The Treaty of Ner-
zhinsk) The paper focuses on Russian efforts at gleaning
intelligence on China.

E.Eide, Oslo: “An example of accomodation policy in early
Republican China: the Norwegian missionary K.L. Reichelt
and Buddhism”

Reichelt tried to synthesize (Protestant) Christianity and
Buddhism.

K. Lundbaek, Aarhus: “Niu Ning (Erzhi), a Christian Chinese
author of the 17th-18th century”

K. Ruitenbeek, Amsterdam: “Westerners in 18th-century Chinese art”
In the 18th century, a European fashion existed in China not
unlike “chinoiserie” in Europe at the time; this paper was
illustrated with slides from the Asian collections of Amsterdam
Rijksmuseum.

Tuesday, 28 August

P. Carioti, Naples: “Notes on the international role of Koxinga’s
policy”

On the surprisingly far-reaching multi-national contacts of
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Zheng Chenggong &Rk Th in South East Asia.

U. Richter, Taipei: “Richard Wilhelm: mediator between China
and Europe”

R. Wilhelm revived a positive China image in the German-
speaking world; he hoped to synthesize Confucian and
Protestant-Christian humanism.

H. v.Senger, Freiburg: “Chinese stratagems and Western Culture”
The paper compares Chinese and Western mentalities in the
particular light of “the art of cunning”.

G. Malmgvist, Stockholm: “Bernhard Karlgren, Swedish sinologist”

N. Borevskaya, Moscow: “‘Modern education’ and the Chinese
tradition”

Ever since the 19th century, “modern” has by most Chinese
been identified with “Western”; the paper analyzes whether
important goals of Western education (democratization, person-
orientedness) were/are included in China’s “modern education”.
Section 2:
Monday, 27 August

M. Saje, Ljubljana: “The influence of bureaucracy on Ming silk
production” '

According to this paper, bureaucratic control of the craft was
overwhelming, in some instances fatal through price freezes.

G. Mercionne, Naples; “Permanent tenancy on reclaimed land in
South East China and Taiwan in the Early Qing period”

An analysis of the yongdianquan k{H{# system peculiar to
China from the Song until the 1940s, and its role as incentive
for the opening up of arable land.

A. Meliksetov, Moscow: “The modernization of China in Con-
fucian terms. ”

An idealist approach reminiscent of Th. A. Metzger.

E.B. Vermeer, Leiden: “The mountain frontier in late Imperial

China: economic and social developments in the Dabashan”
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Section 3:
Monday, 27 August
P. Paderni, Naples: “Social behaviour and community relations:

some hypotheses for a reading of 18th century Xingke tiben”
A comparative approach towards the merit of criminal records
for social history (an interesting parallel to James Lee’s
research note in this Newsletter).

F.M. Liew, Hamburg: “The Ming Military establishment”

An in-depth study of the Ming Military Treatises in the Ming
Annals, chapters 89-92,
Tuesday, 28 August

G.1. Tkatchenko, Vladivostok: “Some aspects of the revolutionary

movement in North East China”
Section 4:
Monday, 27 August

S. Thogersen, Aarhus: “The new local gazetteers (difangzhi H#i7J5
7&) and Chinese research on modern local history: impressions
from Harbin”

Notes on the author’s experience during fieldwork in North
East China in 1989.

E. Pilz, Vienna: “Theoretical concepts in history: labels or
heuristic tools? Three Chinese Marxist historians on the
society of Han China”

Analysed are the theses of Chen Xiaojiang BT, Hou Wailu
4B and Wang Sizhi T fE{5 and ensuing debates as well as
“vulgarization” processes in the application of concepts of
historical materialism.

Wednesday, 29 August

B. Eberstein, Hamburg: “Zhuangzi’s fishes or Schridinger’s cat:
modern Chinese poetry and theoretical physics”

This paper transcends literary theory in that it probes into the
transformation of modern (Chinese) mentality under the
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impact of the scientific worldview.
Setcion 5:
Wednesday, 29 August
B.J. ter Haar, Leiden: “The problem of the origins of secret
societies”
Although going back to mid-17th century aspects, the paper
focuses on 18th century tiandihui Kih€.
Thursday, 30 August
R. Felber, Berlin: “Kang Youwei’s Great Utopia reassessed”
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Joanna Handlin Smith, “Extravagance Denied and Spending
Flaunted: The Moral Use of Wealth During the Late Ming.”
Richard von Glahn, “The Rhetoric of Monetary Exchange in Late
Ming Popular Culture. ”

Cynthia J. Brokaw, “Commercialization and Value Change: The
Ledgers of Merit and Demerit. ”

WSl (F =)

Katherine Carlitz, “Expensive Books about Frugal Women: Femi-
nine Virtue and Late Ming Social Change.”

Richard Shek, “Livelihood and Piety: The Economic Activities of
Some Late Ming Religious Sectarians. ”
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3. Ellen Widmer, “The Roles of the Huizhou Merchant in Late Ming
and Early Qing Fiction.”

4. Jason Chi-Sheng Kuo (Zp#4:) » “Art and Money: Taste and
Merchants in Late Ming and Early Qing China.”

ARAARAREERPRGHRL

1. R. Kent Guy, “Fang Bao and the Qinding Sishuwen.”

2. Kai-wing Chow, “The Invention of the Tongcheng School.

3. Benjamin A. Elman, “Han vs. Sung Learning in Qing Civil
Examinations. ”

FEMmE L ARGATRELGEH

1. Ted A. Telford, “Mortality and Social Structure in Late Imperial
Tongcheng County. ”

2. James Lee, “Life Under Pressure in Late Imperial China: Household
Structure and Vital Rates in Rural Liaoning 1774-1873.”

wREG SR RAGRF TR TR TikfRms

1. James L. Watson, “Sef-Defense Corps and Entrepreneurs of
Violence in South China.”

2. David Ownby, “Xiedou and Entrepreneurs Violence in Late Imperial
Southeast China.”

3. Chi-nan Chen (fHH:p5) » “The Xiedou on Taiwan and the Emerg-
ence of Lineage Society.”

4. Thomas Buoye, “Economic Change and Rural Violence: Disputes
over Property Rights in Guangdong During the Eighteenth Centu-
ry.”

A RALA G F T

1. Manbun Kwan, “Trade Networks of North China: The Case of
Tainjin and its Hinterland.”

2. Susan Mann, “State Policy Toward Home Handicrafts in the Qing
Period.”

3. Robert P. Gardella, “The Qing State and Changing Marketing
Patterns in the Tea Trade.”

4. Jane Leonard, “Seizing the Meat” From the State and the People:
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The Daoguang Emperor’s Dilemmas in Grand Canal Reconstfuction,
1825-26.”

AERBEE (1724-1777) ¢ —4=28?

1.

Lynn Struve, “The Seventeenth-century Background to Dai’s
Exposition of the Mencius. ”

John W. Ewell, Jr.,“The Hermeneutic Implications of Philology:
Some Unorthodox Speculations on the Origins of Dai Zhen’s
Metaphysical Views.”

Ann-Ping Chin, ““Having Drunk the Water,” Did Dai Zhen
“Forget the Spring”?”

+ B 46 69 F4K 1 1901-1910

1.

Roger R. Thompson, “The Political Impact of Students Returned
from Law and Administrative Courses in Japan.”

Douglas R. Reynolds, “China’s Intellectual and Institutional
Revolutions: Meanings and Implications. ”

TRGEEREER D BLGHR

1.

James Feinerman, “The Dian Transaction: Family, Property, and
Violence in Late Imperial China.” o

Alison W. Conner, “Legal Education in Republican China. "
Tahirih V. Lee, “The Role of Courts in Resolving - Commercial
Disputes in Republican China.” ' ‘

BLeRk D 105K RREEE

1.

Herman W. Mast III, “The Politics of "the Western Hills Confe-
rence. ”

Mi Chu Wiens (&) , “Searching for the Way: Ideology in the
Western Hills Group. ” '

R. Keith Schoppa, “Shen Dingyi: “What’s a Man Like you Doing
in a Group Like This?”.”

REASFMERLEGF RS RE 08

1.

Liu Zhiwei, “Lineage on the Sands: The Case of Shawan.”

2. David W. Faure, “Lineage Socialism and Community Control:

Tangang Xiang in the 1920s and 1930s.”
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3. Helen F. Siu, “Subverting Lineage Power: Local Bosses and

Territorial Control in the 1940s.”

ROR R L3

1.

Sherman G. Cochran, “The Culture of Chinese Capitalists: Native
Place Particularism and Urban Identity in Republican Shanghai. ”
Wen-hsing Yeh (EZ.[)) , “Organizing Recreation: Company
Culture and Class Conflict in Republican Shanghai. ”

Jeff Cody, “Architectural Fusions and Fissions in the Cultural
Design of Shanghai’s Republican Universities. ”

Frederic Wakeman, Jr., “Licensing Leisure: Police Control of
Shanghai’s Civic Culture.”

FH R AKR (F—38)

1.
2.
3.

Peng-yuan Chang (3ER§E) » “Hu Shi and Liang Qichao.”
Min-chih Chou (B#Z) » “Hu Shi and Wang Guowei.”
Te-kong Tong (EE#ME|) » “Hu Shi and Guo Tingyi.”

M B GIAK (B =347)

1. Chih-ping Chou (JFEZ) » “Hu Shi and Lu Xun.”
2. Ren Nian Fang, “Hu Shi and Xu Zhimo.”
3. Yu-ning Li (&% %) » “Hu Shi and Edith Clifford Williams. *
RARLERBARTYT R
1. Prasenjit Duara, “Modernity as Theory, Ideology, and Discouse
in Republican China.”
2. Daniel Little, “Development Traps in Traditional and Modern
China.”
3. Richard P. Madsen, “Modernization Theory as Spiritual Pollution. *
4. Kathleen Hartford, “Contagious Enthusiasm: An Epidemiology of

Western Economic Development Thinking in China.”

AL P B A BB R A

L.
2.

3.

Peter Zarrow, “Anarchist Notions of Revolution, 1900-1930.”
Edward S. Krebs, “Liu Sifu (Shi Fu): The Evolution of an
Anarchist. ”

Marilyn Levine, “The Lyon Incident: Ideology at a Crossroads. ”
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4.

Diane Scherer, “Anarcho-Syndicalism in Guangzhou.”

o [RBEXRTEF )  GHREABFAEEHE

1.

Michael Schoenhals, “Censorship and the Social Sciences in China:
Domestic Traditions and Soviet Influence.”

David Shambaugh, “The Soviet Impact on Internationnal Studies
in China.”

. Gregory E. Guldin, “Anthropology by Other Names? The Impact

of Sino-Soviet Friendship on the Anthropo/ogical science.”

S ERRTRAB P oSSR ¢ £TFY [REEATR] AR
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1.

Heidi Ross, “The Social Construction of Gender at the McTyeier
School for Girls, Shanghai, 1892-1952.”

Judith Liu, “An Oasis in a Heathen Land: St. Hilda’s School for
Girls, Wuchang, 1928-1936.”

3. Carolyn Wakeman, “From Christianity to Communism: Yanjing
University, 1946-1954.”

FTRGEHRFE

1. Mark Sidel, “Reform of Chinese Legal Institions.”

2.
3.

William C. Jones, “China’s Civil Law Reforms.”

Judy Polumbaum, “To Protect or Restrict? Points of Contention
in China’s Draft Press Law.”

Pitman B. Potter & Whitmore Grey, “The Mergence of Formal
Administrative Law in China.”

ERLEHERRER FEABREAKRATRYBY

1.

Edwin A. Winckler, “Critical Elections in Political Change: Late
Post-War Taiwan. ”

Raymond Chang, “When the State Relaxes Control: -Economic
Liberalization and Taiwan’s Democratization. *

. Li-shing Wang, “State Legitimacy and the Indigenous Entrepreneur

in Taiwan.”



B AN\ R K A 2B 28 BT T e
o8 &

F BB AF AN e (The 8th Biennial Conference for
Asian Studies Association of Austrilia) » 4454 H T HEA B EA B
PRy B KB (Griffith University) BT o &% « MRIUEH A »
AT~ FE -~ BA ~ hERARE - B~ RE - BE - FFEE - BF - BB
Frongk ~ BATEEE ~ FORL ~ EIEESE o MUNEEMNIFIE S e e B —
K HEWAKRBRITES  REHEHNKREG - BERQ RN EETLE
S T T P L O A K 5% B 3t o

SHEENRLEBRER [UFARKNSE ] (Meeting the Challenge of
the Future) o BEA Y BURHE » W EIE EARMBEEFRENER &%
ARG ERIE o R  BEWEESAT » BETHE =82 H] (Lucky
Country) HyBEHE/NMEFE o RS AERE » B AR H2 fEEREFT »
PU/NERRQHE ~ B~ B~ BN B R B 0 HERE - BKAE
B~ B AR B AR IR o IR « EEEET o B A
ZWIE © PR AT A A —B » BEP RRIERE » AN EET
IEEPH IR » TTERYH SR B R BS ~ #88% ~ SRR E T » hREER
BB ~ BHE o WRGHTE TREMBE] » SR SHhER - 2855
ARIE R o BRSG D » WIAE Bill Hayden —FHM38 » M A
R EBEER RGP » MRS B TR BB E T »
MR FE R AR s ~ B ~ A~ FABRAGAS ~ HBIR o

EABEAGRHLE » HE MG BEARNRCH T+
HENEEEEL  $TF2EHARNBREEER - ARk NEE
U550 ARSI RBIES ot o BSRPE - HASRINESR R b
HEY — o SUBEREML » MRPRBE - REFERNHT » CEER
oy BFERE [RPUR LM H4: ] Bte i R B R A R - RE4m o

* RAREEIT A SRR R




HABBRAFIHENFEE S 57

St o 2 R B e R SCFT R SUAT T
— ~ The Pro-Democracy Movement in China &3 A

1.

Democratising the Gate of Heavenly Peace: Some Thoughts
on a Persistent but Elusive Chinese Dream [Kit Liew, Hist-
ory, Tasmania]

Chinese Economic Reforms and the Tiananmen Massacre [ Leong
H. Liew, Economics, Melbourne)

Political System Reform and Bourgeois Liberalisation’ in
China in the 1980s [Michael Luk, History, Hong Kong Uni-
versity ]

Power Politics: Factional Conflicts Behind the Beijing Mass-
acre [K. K. Shum, History, UNSW]

Jiang Zemin, Leadership and Chinese Elite Politics after June
4 [You Ji, Contemporary China Centre, ANU]

— ~ The State & Revolution in China R RBISE MR CILASE

1.

The Early Policies of the Nanjing Government and the Mod-
ernization of the State [Zhang Xianwen, History, Nanjing
University)

Statist Reform and Republican Revolution [John Fincher, Far
Eastern History, ANU]

China Moves toward Full-Scale War against Japan: From the
Luguoqgiao Incident to the Kuomintang’s Extraordinary Con-
ference, 7 July 1937 to March, 1938 [Hu Kuo-tai, Modern
History Institute, Academia Sinica]

The Nationless State: Defining the Nation in Chinese and
Indian Nationalist Thought [John Fitzgerald, Melbourne]
The Relationship between Secret Societies, the State and Rev-
olution in Twentieth Century China (Cai Xiaoging, History,
Nanjing University]

The Green Gang and Guomindang Policy in Shanghai, 1932-
1937 [Brian Martin, Legislative Research Service, Parliament
House, Canberra]
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= ~ Sex and Sexuality in Post-Mao Fiction

1. Sex and Sexuality in China: the 1980s [Craig Keating, South
Yarra]

2. Chinese Feminist Literary Criticism in the Light of Western
Influence [Ni Huaying, Contemporary China Centre, ANU]

3. Pink Dreams, Yellow Nightmares: Sexual Pollution from the
West II [Susan Prentice, ANU]

4. Half is Flame, Half is Seawater: “The Rubber Man” {Mich-
elle Mannion, Asian Languages & Anthropology, Melbourne]

5. Sexual Fantasy and Literary Creativity: Wang Anyi’s Fiction
(Sylvia Chan, Asian Studies, Adelaide]

6. The Image of Women in Zhang Xianliang’s Works (Zhang
Xiugin, UQ]

7. Nuns and Widows: Contemporary Critiques of Adamantina
[(Louise Edwards, Griffith]

8. The Macho Eunuch: The Politics of Masculinity in Post-Mao
China (Kam Louie, Japanese & Chinese, Queensland]

9. Serve the Consumer: The Creation of the Chinese Pin-up
Girl [Bev Hooper, Murdoch]

M~ AREENR=ERE

1. Rethinking the Women’s Movement in Taiwan [Nora Chiang,
Geography, National Taiwan University]

2. Political Opposition in the Republic of China on Taiwan
(Hwai Jing Ru, Politics, UNSW]

3. Authoritarianism in Korea and Taiwan: Sources of its Trans-
formation and Limitations on its Liberalisation (James Cotton,
Northeast Asia Programme, ANU]

HAA BRI FE RN E—&  The Making of Two Chinas:
Modernization Efforts in Taiwan and China, A Sociological Perspec-
tive i AV S0 R BRSO SR o
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BAfEESE
FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 21
8:30-10:00 a.m.
Session 2—ANTHROPOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS OF SOCIETY
AND ECONOMY IN EAST ASIA
“Chinese Fisher Families: Variations of Chinese Themes”
E.N. Anderson, University of California, Riverside

*  2E University of Arizona E&EfEX{
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“Development in China’s Minority Areas: The Market Strategy and Tradi-
tional Cultures”
Roger W.. Howard, Simon Fraser University
8:30-10:00 a. m.
Session 5 POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INDUSTRIAL POLICIES
. AND INDUSTRIALIZATION IN ASIA
“The Fate of ‘Best-Laid Plants’: Industrial Policy and Industrial Organization
in Taiwan”
Karl James Fields, University of California, Berkeley
10:15-11:45 a. m.
Session 7—CHINA AND VIETNAM: CONTRASTING APPROACHES
TO SOCIALIST REFORM
“Changing Notions of the Rights, Responsibilities, and Nature of the
Socialist Enterprise in China”
Pat Howard, Simon Fraser University
“Asian Socialism and the Politics of Reform: Comparing Recent Vietnamese
and Chinese Experience”
Gerard M. Mare, University of California, Berkeley
10:15:11:45 a.m.
Session §-—COMMUNICATION FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
CHANGE IN NORTHEAST ASIA
“Agricultural Development in the People’s Republic of China: The Role of
Communication in Social Change”
Susanna Hornig, Univesity of Washington
10:15-11:45 a. m. .
Session 9—NEW THEMES IN THE HISTORY OF CHINA
CHAIR: Henry Schwarz, Western Washington University
“The Mises Money Regression Theorem and the Beginning of Money in
China”
Edward H. Kaplan, Western Washington Univesity
“Chinese Popular Religion and the Settlement of Macau”
Jonathan Porter, University of New Mexico
“Chen Hansheng and the Chinese Contacts of Richard Sorge in Shanghai”
Stephen Mackinnon, Arizona State University
DISCUSSANT: Jung-fang Tsai, College of Charleston o o
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10: 15-11: 45 a. m,
Session 11—ACCESS AND CONTROL OF CHINESE SERIAL MATERIALS:
RESOURCES AND CHALLENGES FOR CHINA
SCHOLARS AND LIBRARIANS
CHAIR: Ju-yen Teng, University of Arizona
“Evaluation of Chinese Serial Materials at the University of Washington
Libraries: A User’s Perspective”
Chia-yin Shih, University of Washington

“Current Serial Indexes for China Studies: A Survey of Chinese and Japan-
ese Tools”

“(een-mei Wu, University of Washington

“Retrieval of Chinese Serial Materials: Its Challenges and Prospects”
Ju-yen Teng, University of Arizona

DISCUSSANT: Hok-lam Chan, Univesity of Washington

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 2i

2:00-4:30 p.m.

Session 13—TRADITIONAL CHINESE LITERATURE
“Realism, Satire and the ‘Rulin Waishi’”

Frederick Brandauer, University of Washington

2:00-4:00 p.m.

Session 15—LITERARY MODERNISM IN CHINA AND JAPAN
“Yichang’s “Jiutu (The Drunkard)’: Literature as Fantasy in Contemporary

Hong Kong”
Wendy Larson, University of Oregon
“The Dystopian Structure of Zhao Zhenkai’s ‘Thirteen Happiness Street’”
Philip F. Williams, Arizona State University

2:00-3:30 p. m, ’

Session 18—POLITICS AND MOBILIZATION IN CHINA AND JAPAN
“Coolie Unrest and Bourgeois Nationalism in Late 19th Century Hong Kong”
Jung-fang Tsai, College of Charleston
“Unionism in the Chinese Republican-Era”

Chen Lanyan, University of British Columbia

SATURDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 22

8:30-10: 15 a. m.

Session 19—ISSUES OF FEMINISM AND GENDER IN ASIA
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“Gender, Knowledge and the Representation of ‘Other’: . Women in an
Anthropological Analysis of Ethnographies on China”
Lisa Handwerker, University of California, Berkeley
8:30-10:15 a.m.
Session 20—LITERATURE OF LATE IMPERIAL CHINA
CHAIR;: Gene C.S. Hsiao, University of Arizona
“The Love Poetry of Huang Ching-jen”
Gene C.S. Hsiao, University of Arizona
“Humanism of Ch’en Wei-sung’s Tz’v”
Madeline Chu, University of Michigan
“The Intellectual Background and Political Insight of ¢The -Travels of Lao
Can’”
Shou-cheng Yan, Indiana University
“The Great Reconstitution: Aspect of Ho Ching-ming’s ‘Use of the Poetic
Tradition’”
Daniel Bryant, University of Victoria
DISCUSSANT: Hyong G. Rhew, Reed College
8:45-10:15 a. m.
Session 24—TOPICS IN TIBETAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
“On Acknowledging Bodhisattvas: Some Remarks on the Selection of Tulkus
in the Exile Tibetan Community”
Marcia Calkowski, Indiana University/Purdue University, Fort Wayne
«The Comforts of Buddhism and the Longing for Home: Ethnic Identifica-
tion and Old Age among Tibetan Refugees in North India”
Buffie LaDue, Seattle, WA
10:30 a. m. -12:00 noon
Session 26—QING GOVERNMENT AND ITS ENEMIES
CHAIR: Suzanne Wilson Barnett, University of Puget Sound
“Manchus in the 18th Century: Who, Where, and How Many?”
R. Kent Guy, University of Washington
“Manchus in Late Qing China: Who, Where, and How Many?”
Edward Rhoads, University of Texas at Austin
“Triads, Taipings, and Guangxi Administration”
John E. Herman, University of Washington
DISCUSSANT: Suzanne Wilson Barnett, University of Puget Sound
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SATURDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 22
1:30-3:00 p. m.
Session 31—ADJUSTMENT PROBLEMS OF RECENT ASIAN
IMMIGRANTS TO NORTH AMERICA
“Adjustment Experiences of Chinese Stuents in the United States: A Cross
Cultural Analysis of Linguistic Patterns”
Teresa Chi-ching Sun, Ranch Palos Verdes, CA
“Holistic Research Can Break Stereotyping in Chinese American History”
Sylvia Sun Minnick, A Bridge to the Past, Stockton, CA
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Session 33—CHANGE AND CONTINUITY IN CHINESE CIVILIZATION
CHAIR: Linda Walton, Portland State University
“Chinese Myths as Metaphorical Expressions of Social Attitudes”
Kai-ho Mah, Colorado State University
“The Feminist Thought of Yu Cheng-hsieh (1775-1840)"
Chia-lin Pao Tao, University of Arizona
“Reform and Reformers in Recent Chinese Fiction”
Shiao-ling Yu, Oregon State University
DISCUSSANT: Linda Walton, Portland State University
1:30-3:00 p.m,
Session 34—CRISES AND PROBLEMS IN INNER ASIA
“Xinjiang: Problems of Tourism and the Handicraft Industry”
Stan Toops, University of Washington
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1989
SESSION I 8:00-9:00 a. m.

Panel 1—ASIA OBSERVED

- “Curious Foreigners: Early Chinese Reports of Macau™

Jonathan Porter, University of New Mexico
Panel 3—CHRISTIANITY AND CHINA

CHAIR: Linda Pomerantz, California State University, Dominguez Hills

“Hard Choices: Chinese Christians, 1949-1979”

Paul Spickard, Cultural Development, Institute/Nankai University (Tianjin,
People’s Republic of China)
“Conflict Between Rural Religion & Catholicism in Late 19th Century North
China: The Cultural Meaning”
Charls Litzinger, California State University, Bakerfield
DISCUSSANT: Art Rosenbaum, Claremont-McKenna College
Panel 5—CASE STUDIES IN JOBS AND STATUS
“Wage Comparison by Gender & the Effects of Job Segregation: The Case
of Taiwan”
Jack W. Hou, California State University, Long Beach
Panel 6—ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA
CHAIR: George M. Heneghan, California State University, Dominguez
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Hills “An Alternative Strategy for Inter-regional Economic Integration in the
People’s Republic of China”
Jonathan Harrington, University of Hawaii
“Export Marketing, Export Subsidies & Export-oriented Growth: The Case
of South Korea & Taiwan”
Lisa Grobar, California State University, Long Beach
“China’s Coastal Development Strategy & Pacific Rim Free Trade Areas”
Gang Zou, University of Southern California
DISCUSSANT: Tomotaka Ishimine, California State University, Long Beach
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1989
SESSION II 9:00-10-30 a. m.
Panel 3 —MODERNIZATION IN EAST ASIA:
A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE
“‘Double Mission’ & Introduction of Modern Industries—A Perspective of
Early Modernization in Comparison Between India & China, 1850’s to
1910’s”
Fan Tiecheng, Huazhong Normal University (Wuhan)
“The Chinese National Bourgeoise & the Modernization of China”
Ma Min, Huazhong Normal University/Princeton University
Panel 10—CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE
CHAIR: Adam Schorr, University of California, Los Angeles
“Is Modernist Fiction & an Avante-garde Ethos Really Just a Surface Matter
in Post-Mao China?”
Philip F. Williams, Arizona State University
“The Aesthetics of ‘Looseness’: Wang Zenggi’s ‘Revenge’ (1944)”
Shu-mei Shih, University of California, Los Angeles
“Controversy— ‘The Ugly Chinese’ by Bo Yang”
Kai~ho Mah, Colorado State University
“An Essay on English & Chinese Love Literature: A Comparative Study
Between English & Chinese Novelists” Ming Dong Gu, University of
London
DISCUSSANT: Michelle Yeh, University of California, Davis
Panel 11—CONSERVATION AND CHINESE CULTURE
I. THE MOGAO GROTTOES
CHAIR: Luis Monreal, Director, Getty Conservation Institute
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A media presentation & discussion of the scientific & technological dimen-
sions of the Mogao Grottoes Project, narrated by:
Neville Agnew, Deputy Program Director
Scientific Research
Getty Conservation Institute
DISCUSSANT: The Audience
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1989
SESSION 1II 10:40-12:15 p. m.
Panel 16—CONSERVATION AND CHINESE CULTURE
II. THE YUNGANG GROTTOES
CHAIR: Ingrid Aall, California State University, Long Beach
A media presentation & discussion of the scientific & technological dimen-
sions of the Yungang Grottoes
Project, narrated by:
Roland Tseng, Managing Project Consultant
Getty Conservation Institute
DISCUSSANT: The Audience
Panel 17—THE CHINESE ARTIST AND THE LANDSCAPE
CHAIR: Mary H, Fong, University of California, Davis
“Painting the Local Scenery: Regional Aspects of Chinese Topographical
Landscape Painting in Suzhou and Anhui”
Louise Yuhas, Occidental College
“The Evolution of My Style”
Yang Yanping, State University of New York, Stony Brook/Beijing Academy
of Fine Arts (PRC)
“The Problems of Modernity for Contemporary Chinese Landscape Artists”
Carol McOwen, California State Univesity, Long Beach
DISCUSSANT: Harvey Stupler, Art Institute of Southern California
Panel 18—MASS MEDIA REFORM IN CHINA AND KOREA
“Media Reform in China”
William A. Mulligan, California State University, Long Beach
“Development of Advertising in China”
Ted Curtis Smythe, California State University, Fullerton
Panel 21—SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE PRC AND ROC:
TOWARD A CONVERGENCE?
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CHAIR: Wen-hui Tsai, Indiana-Purdue University at Fort Wayne
“Taiwan’s Economic Developnoment”
Yuan-li Wu, Hoover Institution
“China’s Economic Development”
Chu-yuan Cheng, Ball State University
“China’s Social Development”
Wen L. Li, Ohio State University
“Taiwan’s Political Development”
George P. Chen, Augusta College (Georgia)
DISCUSSANT: Richard Baum, University of California, Los Angeles
Chae-jin Lee, Claremont-McKenna College
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1989
SESSION V 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Panel 23—THE MOTHER-DAUGHTER RELATIONSHIP IN
MODERN ASIAN LITERATURE
“The Awakening of the Daughter in Hsiao Sa’s ‘To Have Come From the
Past (China)’”
Joanne Chou, Illinois State University
Panel 24—POLITICS AND IDEAS IN EARLY REPUBLICAN CHINA
CHAIR: Charlotte Furth, California State Univrsity, Long Beach
“Sung Chiao-jen & the Struggle for a New Republic”
Jamie H, Garcia, University of Arizona
“The Evolution of the Concept of Personal Autonomy (Zijue) During the
Chinese Enlightenment, 1895-1920”
Laura Lee Carter, University of Colorado at Boulder
DISCUSSANT: Don Price, University of California, Davis
Panel 27—PERSPECTIVES ON TRADE AND BUSINESS
IN THE PACIFIC RIM
“American Business, The Soviet Union, & the People’s Republic of China”
Robert Lees, President, Pacific Intertrade Corporation
“Negotiating Patterns in Conducting Business in Taiwan”
George E. Iny, President, George Iny Enterprises
Panel 28—ASIA AND WORLD WAR II
“Chen Hansheng, Chi Chaoding, & Connecting U. S. ~China Left Intellectuals
in the 1930’s & 1940’s”
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Stephen R.. MacKinnon, - Arizona State University .

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1989

SESSION VI 8:00-9:00 a. m.

Panel 34—HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON ETHNIC

CONFLICT IN CHINA
“Self-Strengthening & Manchu-Han Relations in Late 19th Century China”
Edward Rhoads, University of Texas at Austin
“Zhuang, Hakka, & Han: Ethnicity & the Origins of the Taiping Rebellion”
Jeffery Barlow, Lewis and Clark College

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1989

SESSION VII 9:00-10: 30 a. m.

Panel 35—ASIA IN THE K-12 CLASSROOM (ROUNDTABLE)
“Chinese-Americans in Poritaland, Oregon as Examples of Historical Linkages”
Christine Richardson, Jefferson High School (Portland)

Panel 36—HIMALAYAN ART: PATRON AND PUBLIC
“The Question of Donors in Tibetan Secular & Religious Architecture”
David Kamansky, Pacific Asia Museum

Panel 37--MODERNIZATION IN ASIA
“Modernization in China”

Benjamin Schwartz, Harvard University

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1989

SESSION VIII 10:40 a.m.-12:00 noon

Panel 42—THE MAKING OF MODERN SHANGHALIL:

COTTON, LABOR & MARKETS
CHAIR: Kathryn Bernhardt, University of California, Los Angeles
“peasants & the Rural Market System, 1920-1940”
Hong Cheng, Fudan University/University of California, Los Angeles
“A Socio-Economic Analysis on the Labor Movement in Shanghai, 1936”
Matthew Sommer, University of Washington/University of California, Los
Angeles/English School, Osaka, Japan
“On the Printers in Shanghai: The Late 1920’s to the Early 1930’s”
Hanchao Lu, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences/University of California,
Los Angeles
DISCUSSANT: Philip C. Huang, University of California, Los Angeles
Panel 43—THE ASIAN EXPERIENCE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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“The Asian & Non-Asian Communities in Monterey Park: A Conflict in
Microcosm”
Loretta Huang, Mark Keppel High School (Alhambra, CA)
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1989
SESSION 1X 1:30-3:15 p.m.
Panel 48—THE HISTORICAL DEMOGRAPHY OF CHINESE FAMILIES
CHAIR: Judith Treas, University of Califorina, Irvine
“Infanticide as Family Planning in Late Imperial China”
James Lee, California Institute of Technology
Cameron Campbéll, University of Pennsylvania
Christopher Myers, California Institute of Technology
“Happy Families: Household Hierarchy & Demographic Privilleges in Late
Imperial China”
Lee, Campbell, & Myers
“Mortality Patterns in China, 1400-1900”
Ted Telford, University of Utah
DISCUSSANT: R. Bin Wong, University of California, Irvine
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1989
SESSION X 3:20-5:00 p.m.
Panel 53—NARRATIVE CROSSINGS IN CONTEMPORARY
CHINESE EXILE LITERATURE
CHAIR: Liu Te Tseng, Defense Language Institute (Monterey)
“Dialects of Representation in Chen Jo-hsi’s *‘The Crossroads’”
Hsin-sheng C. Kao, California State University, Long Beach
“The Epistolary & Diary Forms of Representation in Nieh Hua-ling’s
‘Mulberry & Peach’”
Yu Shiao-ling, Oregon State University
“Reforming the Narrative & the Dialogic Structure of Yu Li-hua’s ‘Mothers
& Daughters’”
Tammy Peng, University of Southern California
DISCUSSANT: Zha Peide, University of British Columbia
Panel 54—CONTINUITY AND CHANGE AMONG RECENT
ASIAN IMMIGRANTS TO AMERICA
“Chinese Traditions Reflected in the Expectations of Chinese Immigrants

toward American Higher Education”
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Teresa Sun Chi Ching, Seton Hall University
Panel 58—CHINA IN TRANSITION (ROUNDTABLE)
CHAIR: P.T. Ho, University of California, Irvine
Giri Deshingkar, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (Delhi)
Jonathan Harrington, University of Hawaii
Charlotte Furth, California State University, Long Beach
Philip C. Huang, Universify of California, Los Angeles
Stanley Rosen, University of Southern California
DISCUSSANT: The Audience
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT AND VIOLENT CRIME
IN LATE IMPERIAL CHINA:
A PRELIMINARY STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

James Lee*

It is now commonly recognized that legal records provide a major
resource for understanding the past.! That little research has been
done so far in Chinese history has been due in large part to the
inaccessibility of the major collections of data. Recently, however,
legal archives of unequaled breadth and detail from the Qing (1644-
1911) have opened in the Republic and Peoples Republic of China
presenting the opportunity for new academic enterprises. Moreover,
many of these materials are now available not only in China, but
abroad as well.? Analysis of these materials will eventually permit
us to rewrite much of the social and institutional history of the late
imperial period just as the study of new archival sources are now
rewriting the economic and demographic history of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.

*James Lee (Li Zhongqing) is Associate Professor of History at the California Institute

of Technology. He presented a preliminary version of this paper in 1988 to the Centre

Chine of the Ecole Des Hautes Etudes En Sciences Sociales where he was Directeur

d’etudes associe and a revised version in 1989 to the China Center of the University

of California at Los Angeles where he was Adjunct Associate Professor.

1. See Gurr 1979 and Stone 1983 for two excellent review articles of the state of the
fizld in Great Britain and the United States.

2. See Telford and Finegan 1988 for a detailed description of these materials and a
discussion of the procedures for access.
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This paper is a preliminary introduction to those new materials
that are now available in the United States.® Specifically, I present
the results of an exploratory survey completed during the past two
years with my students at Caltech and UCLA.* The text is divided
into three parts. In part one, I briefly discuss these sources and their
limitations. In part two, I demonstrate how they shed new light on
the procedures and practices of capital punishment. Finally in part
three, I analyze the patterns of violent crime with particular attention
to the role of gender and family relationships. I seek to show, in
other words, how these documents can be used to understand better
the social and insitutional realities behind the facade of legal rules
and regulations.

The Sources and Their Limitations

The sources for our study come from the final stages of an
elaborate review and appellate system that began in the Ming (1368-
1644) and persisted throughout the Qing.® According to this system,
provincial governors having completed their own review of all capital
crimes, submited a series of memorials at the end of each year to the
central government that summarized each case, reported the verdict,
and recommended one of three sentences: excution, literally, proven
guilty (qingshi), suspension of execution (huanjue), and pitiable or
doubtful (kejin or keyi).® An appellate court called the Sanfa si,
then reviewed these cases by the fifth month of the next year and
made a final recommendation to the emperor. He, in turn, studied

3. Many of the legal documents stored in the Number One Historical Archives in
Beijing, for example, are available on microfilm through the Genealogical Society
of Utah. I would like to thank Laura Pomroy and Melvin Thatcher from the
Genealogical Society for their support and encouragement and Edwina Bierman and
ber staff from the Pasadena Family History Library for their gracious hospitality.

4. Six students (Pan Mingde, David Wakefield, Zhou Guangyuan and in particular
Chi Shaoai, Yan Xiaojian, and Zhang Meizhi) completed most of the coding,
Cameron Campbell and Yan Xiaojian also contributed to the analysis.

5. For a detailed reconstruction of this system see Zheng 1988 as well as the important
articles by Ocko (1988), Alford (1984), and Meijer (1984).

6. See Sun 1961: 268 for a brief translation and description of these terms.
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their recommendations and beginning in the eighth month of that
same year convened a series of Autumn and Court Assizes to announce
the final sentences. According to court ritual, the emperor checked
in red (gou) from a list of pending cases the names of criminals to
be executed. Those who were spared, unless explicitly commutated
or reprieved, were held over for another review the following year.

This paper draws on three sets of briefing documents the appelate
court prepared for the emperor each year during the last stage of this
review process: statistical registers entitled gesheng mingdao deng’an
shumu huangce, that classify all pending capital cases for a given year
by type of crime and provincial location: nominative registers, entitled
gesheng mingdao zhanjiao zhongan gqingce, that list all pending
criminals and crimes again by type of crime and provincial location;
and in particular, palace memorials organized by province and recom-
mended sentence, entitled gqiushen xingke tiben, that summarize in
half-a-page the relevant circumstances of each specific crime.

The principal limitations of these sources are the limitations of
all such bureaucratic data. First, we are limited by the capability of
the state to register all major crimes.® Second, we are limited by the
ability of the state to discover and arrest all major criminals. Third,
we are limited by the definitions chosen by the state to identify major
crimes.® Our data, in other words, do not include unreported or
unsolved crimes. More importantly, they do not include crimes that
the state did not consider to be ‘major’ (zhongan).Patterns of capital
crime recorded in these sources, in other words, may not represent
the actual patterns of violence. %

7. 1 choose these documents because they comprise the bulk of the newly available
legal sources from the Genealogical Society of Utah. The Society has also filmed
a number of other sources which I have yet to explore in detail, the most intere-
sting of which are registers of transcripts of criminal confessions entitled gesheng
qingzhong zeiren Kougong ce.

See Monkennen 1981 for a discussion of these problems.

9. For a good example of changing state definitions of crime during the Qing see Ng

1987 on the changing definitions of rape.

I
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Familial violence is a good example of such distortions. The
Qing legal code was designed toreinforce a highly authoritarian system
of patriarchal kinship and therefore incorporated three hierachical
principles: father over son, husband over wife, and elder brother over
younger brother—by extension, parentsover children, men over women,
and senior over junijor relatives.!® The decision to classify a crime as
‘major’ often depended, therefore, on whether or not the perpetrator
was subordinate to the victim in the family hierarchy. A crime
committed by a superior against an inferior might go unpunished while
the same committed by an inferior against a superior could be classified
as a capital crime. Thus, parents who killed their children were
rarely if ever sentenced to capital punishment, while children who
struck or even cursed their parents could be executed by the state. The
legal code institutionalized inequality within the household, producing
in our sources an overrepresentation of crimes against those on top
and an underrepresentation of crimes against those at the bottom.

“Judicial Procedure and Practice

Such biases, of course, do not apply to the institutional patterns
of judicial procedures and practices revealed in our sources. One
startling new fact, in particular, stands out. In contrast with contem-
porary China where most criminals found guilty of a capital crime

k'are executed, in late imperial China they were spared. Table 1 compares
the number of capital cases recorded in twenty-six of the annual
gesheng mingdao deng’an shumu huangce with the number of com-
mutations and executions recorded in the Veritable Records. The
proportions are surprisingly low. In general only one-fifth to one-
third of all criminals guilty of a capital crime were actually executed.
The majority were left in judicial limbo, neither commutated nor
executed, to await their fate in the ensuing year. If they remained

10. Ch’u 1961 is the classic text on family and law, but see too Zhu 1987.
t1. John Ocko and T describe these patterns in much greater detail in Ocko and Lee
forthcoming.
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in jail for ten years without a decision, their sentences were auto-
matically commutated to banishment. Most capital cases, in other
words, were commutated not through an explicit act of state mercy
but rather through imperial inaction (wuwer). 12

Table 1
Imperial Clemancy During the Autumn Assizes: Execution and Commutation

Capital Commutated? Executed¢ Capital Commutated® Executed¢
Date Cases® N % N % Date Casess N % N %
1760¢ 2,589 — — — — 1848 2,652 107 4.0 528 20.0
1761 — 56 — 782 — 18512 2,056 110 5.3 545 27.0
1762 2,694 60 2.2 516 19.7 1852» 2,326 58 2.5 252 11.0
17704 3,151 — — — — 1854* 2,127 80 3.7 246 12.0

1771¢ 2,913 140 4.8 1,180 41.0 1855 1,725 63 3.7 225 13.0
1777 2,941 117 3.9 614 21.1 1862 320 15 4.5 100 31.6
1789 3,29 — — —_ — 1863 767 — - - —_
1805 4,151 312 7.5 833 20.1 1864 1,08 27 2.4 271 25.6
1809/ 3,877 393 5.1 1,543 19.8 1867 1,040 — - — —
1821¢ 4,894 100 2.0 387 8.0 1870 1,111 —_ _- - —_
1823 4,034 273 6.7 531 13.2 1872 97 - —_ - —_
1826 4,225 312 7.3 351 13.0 1875 470 — - - —
1830 3,591 149 4.1 430 12,0 18767 833 17 2.0 91 11.0
1831 2,464 112 4.5 446  18.1 1878 1,233 19 L5 134 11.0
18344 2,964 105 35 560 19.9 1893 1,327 — - — —
1835 3,381 137 4.0 624 18.5 1894 1,140 — — - —
1837 2,809 211 7.5 506 18.1 1896 1,474 — - - —
1840/ 3,008 93 3.1 377 12.5 1897 1,581 — - - —
1841 3,269 101 3.0 573 17.5 1898 1,39 — - - -
1844* 2,922 719 2.7 422 14.4 1899 1,404 — - - —
1846 3,108 87 2.8 461 14.9 1903 1,179 — —_ - —

Notes: ¢ Geshangmindao deng’an shumu huanges. GSU microfilm nos. 1357653-1357773.
¢ The relevant Chinese terms are tingjue or gou. See Qing shilu. Beijing:
Zhonghua shuju, 1986, ed.
Vol. 17. 494,495,513,514, 519, 520, 522,524,785, 785, 786, 803, 804, 811, 812, 816.
Vol. 19. 1005-1008.

='12. HDSL?
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the early eighteenth century half the provinces have not presented the
lists of criminals recommended for compassion (kejin) or commutation
(huanjue). The only lists consistently presented were those recom-
mended for execution (gingshi). The emperor in other words simply
did not always have sufficient information to rule on many cases.

Table 2
Provincial Recommondations for Imperial Adjudication
Xingke tiben 1738-1740

Recommended for Recommended for Recommended for

Province Execution Compassion Suspension
N % % %
Zhili 350 23.4 7.1 69.1
Fengtian 27 100.0 — —
Jiangsu 89 91.0 9.0 —
Anhui 106 47.2 — 52.8
Jiangxi 116 11.2 — 88.8
Fujian 114 — — 100.0
Zhejiang 129 22.5 4.7 72.9
Hunan 194 25.3 3.6 71.1
Henan 101 95.0 5.0 -
Shandong 310 28.4 2.9 68.7
Shanxi 69 75.0 25.0 —
Shaanxi 157 17.8 31.8 50.3
Sichuan ! 100.0 —_ —
Guangdong 84 61.9 3.1 —
Guangxi 144 13.2 — 86.8
Yunnan 47 12.8 — 87.2
Guizhou 34 82.4 17.6 —
Column Total 2142 35.8 7.6 56.5

Sources: GSU microfilm nos. 1357653-1357773.

Provinces in other words appear to have had considerable autonomy
over the judicial process as early as the eighteenth century. Further
analysis of the internal contents of the xingke tiben in table 3, shows
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that the type of crimes reported varied widely by province, Some
provinces such as Jiangxi, Zhejiang, and Hunan reported no rapes.
Other provinces such as Fengtian, Fujian, and Shaanxi reported
almost no murders. Yet other provinces such as Anhui and Henan
reported virtually no accidental deaths. In spite of the uniformity
required by the Qing code, in other words, it seems clear that pro-
vincial authorities had considerable leeway in criminal sentencing.

Table 3
Type of Crime Recommended for Execution by Province
Xingke tiben 1738-1740

Province Total Manslaughter Murder Accident Suicide Rape Other Crime
% % % % % %
Zhili 82 43.9 13.4 — 4.9 12.2 25.6
Fengtian 27 66.7 14.8 7.4 — 7.4 3.7
Jiangsu 81 18.5 63.0 1.2 3.7 4.9 8.6
Anhui 50 46.0 38.0 — 8.0 6.0 2.0
Jiangxi 13 53.8 46.2 —_ — —_ —
Zhejiang 29 17.2 72.4 — 3.4 — 6.9
Hunan 49 36.7 42.9 — 8.2 — 12.2
Henan 96 26.0 50.0 2.1 13,5 2.1 6.3
Shandong 88 50.0 22,7 —_ 8.0 10.2 9.1
Shanxi 45 48.9 33.3 — 4.4 8.9 4.4
Shaanxi 28 64.3 17.9 —_ —_ 7.1 10.7
Sichuan 71 71.8 19.7 — 2.8 1.4 4.2
Guangdong 52 55.8 26.9 1.9 11.5 3.8 —_
Guangxi 19 52.6 47.4 —_ — — —
Yunnan 6 66.7 16.7 — 16.7 — —
Guizhou 28 39.3 60.7 —_ —_ — —
Column Total 764 44.0 36.1 .8 6.2 5.1 7.9

Sources: see Table 2.

Moreover as we might expect, the degree of provincial autonomy
increased steadily throughout the nineteenth century. Indeed as we can
see in figure 1 the number of reported capital crimes peaked in the
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early nineteenth century followed by a gradual decline during the
second quarter of the nineteenth century and an abrupt drop after
the middle of the century. Although the number of reported cases
increased slightly during the ‘Tongzhi Restoration’ the recovery was
extremely hesitant and inconsistent.

Finally, the sources reveal that many provinces ceased to parti-
cipate fully in the central legal system by the middle of the nineteenth
century. We append summary tables for each province in Appendix

. A. Guangxi, as we might expect, was the first province to exit
beginning in 1851; and was joined by Anhui, Jiangsu, Fujian, Zhe-
jiang, Hubei, Gansu by 1854; Jiangxi in 1855; Yunnan and Guizhou
by 1862 (probably earlier but we have no data between 1855 and
1862); Shaanxi by 1863. Most of these provinces did not revive their
participation in the central legal system until the the last quarter of
the nineteenth century. Even then some provinces such as Fujian only
passed on the most complex crimes to the imperial court, deciding the
majority of cases on their own. Provincial authroities, in other words,
abrogated judicial as well as financial and military power to themsel-
ves in the long and complex process of state devolution.

Gender, Family and Violence

Moreover, these sources can also tell us much about the social
history of violence in late imperial China. Our analysis here concen-
trates on the relationships between criminals and victims by gender
and family. We begin with an analysis of the 20,000 brief case
summaries from the gesheng mingdao zhanjiao zhongan gingce.
Although these lists provide only an extremely abbreviated description
of each case, they include the type of offense, the recommended form
of punishment, the names and sex of the criminal and victim(s),
their family relationships, the date of the crime, and the date the
case was first adjudicated. The data are confined to four provinces
(Zhili, Fengtian, Jiangsu, and Sichuan) but span almost two centuries
from the Qianlong to the Xuantong emperor.
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These materials summarized in table 4 reveal a sharp division

between criminals and victims by sex.

Thus females account for less

than 3 percent (492) of all criminals, but over 11 percent (2,427) of

all victims.

Table 4

When a woman was involved in a homicide, she usually
killed a man, most often (323 of 477 cases) her husband.

Men, by

Family Relationship of Victim to Criminal by Sex in Four Provinces

1736-1903°

Female Criminals

Male Criminals

Close  Distant Very Distanty Close Distant Very Distant

Relative Relative Reltaive |Relative Relative Relative
Spouse 323 — —_ 844 —_ —
Parents 7 —_ —_ 58 —_ —_
Parents-in-law 7 - — 29 — -
Children 3 — — 3 — —
Chidren-in-law 7 — — 10 —_ —
Older Siblings 1 3 — 315 — —
Younger Siblings 4 2 — 33 — —_
Other Siblings — — — 2 _— —
Siblings-in-law — — — 85 — —
Uncles and Aunts 22 4 — 51 348 59
Nephews and Nieces 2 3 4 13 259 15
Older Cousins — — — — 467 24
Younger Cousins — — — — 286 22
Other Cousins 1 1 — 6 90 1
Cousins-in-law 21 5 — — 43 8
Other Relatives 1 1 3 1 60 684
Total Relatives 400 19 7 1529 1547 813
Non-Relatives 66 18346

ALL RELATIVES
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Notes: Sources: Gesheng mingdao zhanjiao zhongan gingce. GSU microfilm nos. 1357653-
1357773.

Zhili:  1736,1743,1760,1762,1763,1771,1772,1777,1786,1787,1788,1802, 1803, 1804, 1805, 1806,
1807, 1808, 1809, 1810, 1812, 1814,1815,1816,1817,1818,1819,1820, 1821, 1826, 1830, 1831,
1837, 1842,1843,1844,1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851, 1852, 1853,1854, 1855, 1857,
1858,1859, 1860, 1861, 1862,1863,1864,1865,1866, 1867,1868,1869,1870,1871,1875,1876,
1877,1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1891, 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898, 1900, 1901,
1902, 1903

Fengtian: 1748, 1760, 1762, 1770, 1771, 1777, 1805, 1809, 1821, 1823, 1826, 1830, 1831, 1846, 1848,
1850, 1851, 1852, 1855, 1856, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1867, 1870, 1872, 1875, 1876, 1878, 1893, 1894,
1896, 1897,1898, 1899, 1901, 1903

Jiangsu: 1760,1762,1770,1771,1777,1789,1805,1809, 1821, 1823, 1826, 1830, 1831, 1846, 1848, 1850,
1851,1852,1855,1856,1862,1863,1864,1867,1870,1872,1875,1876,1878,1893,1894, 1896,
1897,1898, 1899, 1901, 1903

Sichuan: 1781, 1783, 1790, 1805, 1809, 1821, 1823, 1832, 1834, 1846, 1847,1848,1850, 1851,1852,
1854, 1856,1857,1858,1862,1863, 1864,1867, 1870, 1872

contrast, killed females relatively infrequently (2,284 of 21,743 cases
with a male criminal) and so far as we can tell rarely (only on 844
occasions) Kkilled their wives. 1

Moreover, when men killed men, they generally someone with
whom they were not even distantly related. Indeed whereas almost 90
percent of women’s victims were relatives less than 17 percent of
men’s victims were kin. In striking contrast to today, when men
committed murder during the Qing their victims often came not only
from outside their immediate family but even from outside the wide
boundaries of the five degrees of mourning.

As we might expect, the pattern of familial violence often reflects
more the biases of the Qing code, than the realities of Qing society.
Thus we find differences of almost an order of magnitude between the

13. Most of these women (269 cases) were adulterous wives. In late imperial China,
sexual infidelity, in other words, was the major catalyst for homicidal violence
by women. Very few (32) of the wives killed, however, were killed because of
adultery, a problem undoubtedly of legal classification. The vast majority (708)
of wives were killed so far as we can tell without premeditation. Our sources, in
other words, suggest that wile beating was common.
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number of parents reported killed and the number of children reported
killed, as well as between the number of older brothers reported killed
and the number of younger brothers reported killed.

Nevertheless, we can identify several patterns in these data which
may well reflect actual social behavior, First, with the exception of
violence between spouses, women tended to fight only against other
women; just as men fought only against other men. Indeed if we
exclude spouses, women killed their female relatives in 42 of these 77
cases, (55 percent) while men Kkilled their male relatives in 555 of
these 685 cases (81 percent).

Second, when men resorted to violence against close relatives their
victims were often relatives of the same generation. Indeed among
the 685 cases where men killed a close relative other than their wives,
only in 87 cases did they kill a parent or parent-in-law and only in
51 cases did they kill an uncle and in 13 cases an aunt. By contrast
in 435 cases they Kkilled a brother or sibling-in law including 287 older
brothers, 43 older brother’s wives, 31 younger brothers, 28 younger
brother’s wives, and 46 older and younger sisters. The ambiguity
inherent in horizontal relationships, in other words, could provoke
violence far more easily than the rigid hierarchy characteristic of
vertical relationships. Indeed in spite of the emphasis placed by the
state on apprehending crimes against senior relatives, examples of
such cross-generational violence appear to have been rate. We can
only conclude that during the Qing the population in general shared
many of the same familial values as the state.

Third, while women were far more likely to kill senior relatives
than men they reserved such violence largely against their aunts (21
examples). Moreover, in contrast with men, when they killed someone
in the same generation they rarely Kkilled their brothers and sisters.
Instead they preferred to kill their brothers’ wives (21 of 26). Women,
in other words, resorted to violence only when familial relationships
were tenuous as well as ambiguous. Here too, they accepted the
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authority of their parents and even parents-in-law. The only
‘superior’ they occasionally fought against was their husband.

The far more detailed descriptions of crimes provided in the xingke
tiben corroborate and elaborate on these tentative conclusions. We
have analyzed 2,000 cases that came up for review between 1738 and
1740. We code each case according to the date, province, and type
of crime, the sex and occupation of the criminal(s) and victim(s),
their social and family relationships, their motives and circumstances,
the method of violence used, the setting where the act occurred, and
finally the recommended sentence. Once again these material reveal
sharply differing patterns of violence by gender and family.

According to tables 5 and 6, for example, women resorted to
murder only when they had an adulterous relationship and only after
careful premeditation. Men, in contrast were more likely to commit
homicide during a property dispute usually in defense of their
possessions (or vice versa) and in quarrels over debts. In consequence,

Table 5
Capital Crimes by Sex
Xingke tiben 1738-1740

Murder Manslaughters Other Crimes® Total
% % % Cases
Female
Cirminals 74 18 8 95
Victims 21 43 35 392
Male
Criminals 20 58 23 2118
Victims 20 63 17 1698
Total
Criminals 22 56 22 2213
Victims 21 59 20 2090

¢ Excluding accidental deaths.
5 These other crimes include largely victims of rape and suicide if they were female
and victims of accidental death and violent robbery if they were male.
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Table 6
Motives and Circumstances by Crime
Xingke tiben 1738-1740

Sexual Property Familial Other Total
% % % % Cases
Female
Criminal 73 10 9 9 94
Victim a5 20 27 9 388
Male )
Criminal 17 53 : 10 20 2,087
Victim 12 60 7 22 1,673
Total
Criminal 20 51 10 19 2,181
Victim 18 52 10 19 2,061

men tended to kill without intent or at least premeditation. -

Moreover, as we can see from tables 7 and 8§, men apparently
regarded their lineage as home territory while women regarded it as
enemy territory. On the one hand, only one-quarter of the victims
of male killers were even distantly related, while three-quarters of
the victims of female killers were close relatives, usually husbands.
On the other hand, when men recruited accomplices for crimes they
tended to do so among close kin while women went outside the kinship
network entirely. Men evidently felt strong ties to their family because
they were more likely to work with family members than against
them.

Similarly, the contrasting proportions of disputes and alliances by
family relationship summarized in table 9 provide a crude index of
affective bonds between close relatives. Parents and children had the
strongest affective ties. Indeed in virtually all such cases in the
xingke tiben we see them fighting side by side against a common foe,
almost never against each other. By contrast the relationships between
brothers and sisters or uncles and nephews were far more complex with
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Male and Female Criminals and Their Victims

Table 7

Xingke tiben 1738-1740

85

Female Criminals Male Criminals
Victim Closes Distant? Very Distant?| Closes Distant® Very Distant¢
Relative Relative Relative Relative Relative Relative
Spnuse 58 — — 126 - —
Parents — — — — — —
Parents~in-law 2 — — 10 — —
Children - = - 2 - —
Children-in-law 3 —_ — 5 — —
Older Siblings T - 33— —
Younger Siblings — — — 15 — —
Other Siblings 2 — — 4 — —
Siblings-in-law — — — 24 — —_
Uncles and Aunts — — —_ 727 35 ‘4
Nephews and Nieces — — — ‘16 31 4
Older Cousins — — — — 38 2
Younger Cousins — — — — 24 2
Other Cousins - - — - 27 4
Cousins-in-law — - — —_ 5 4
Other Relatives 1 — — 9 4 33
TOTAL 70 — — 288 14 53

e Within the first degree of mourning.

¢ Second through fifth degrees of mourning.

¢ Qutside the five degrees of mourning.

almost equal proportions of cases where they were allies as where they
were foes. Cousins and in-laws tip the scale and were more likely to
kill each other then to Kill someone else.

The contrast between lovers and spouses in table 9 is especially

stark once we exclude adulterous murders.

We are left with 96 cases
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Table 8
Male and Female Criminals and Their Allies
Xingke tiben 1738-1740

Female Criminals Male Criminals
Allies Closes Distant’ Very Distant?| Closes Distant® Very Distante
Relative Relative Relative Relative Relative Relative
Spouse 1 — — 3 —_ —
Parents -_ — —_ 21 — —
Parents-in-law — — — 2 — —_
Children | — —_ 12 — —
Children-in-law — — — 0 —_— —_
Older Siblings — — —— 27 — —
Younger Siblings — — - 33 — —
Other Siblings — - —_ 5 — —
Siblings-in-law — — — 3 — -
Uncles and Aunts — - - 13 1 2
Nephews and Nieces — — —_ 8 3 1
Older Cousins — — — — 1 1
Younger Cousins —_ — — — — 2
Cousins — — — 7 — —
Cousins-in-law — _— — — 2 —
Other Relatives _— — — 1 — 6
TOTAL 2 —_ — 140 7 12

2 Within the first degree of mourning.
¢ Second through fifth degrees of imourning.
¢ Qutside the five degrees of mournng.

where a husband killed his wife and only 3 cases where he came to
her assistance to defend her property or her honor. By contrast
although we can find 10 such examples of a man helping his lover,
we have yet to find a single case where he killed her. From this we
can infer first that men were more likely to beat their wives only
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Table 9
Relatives as Allies and Foes in Homicides
Xingke tiben 1738-1740

Relations N As Allies As Foes % Allies % Foes
Parents and Children 35 33 2 94 6
Siblings 117 63 52 55 44
Uncles and Nephews 60 26 34 43 57
Cousins 24 7 17 29 71
Parents and Children-in-law 17 2 15 12 88
Brother and Sisters-in-law 27 3 p 11 89
Spouses? 96 3 93 3 97

Loverss i0 10 0 100 0

¢ Excluding murder due to adultery.

within the formal sanctimony of marriage while lovers were more
likely to come to each others assistance so long as they remained
unmarried.

In conclusion, even this very brief introduction to these new legal
sources suggests the wide variety of insights they provide into the
social and institutional history of late imperial China. Due to the
constraints of time, we have had to restrict the scope of this paper
to an analysis of the patterns of violence largely during the eighteenth
century and an assessment of institutional efficiency especially during
the nineteenth century. Much of the data awaits recoding and further
analysis. We are confident that such an exercise will yield more grist
perhaps for even finer mills.

(Traslated by Pierre-Etienne Will)
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