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Now I will attempt to discuss a few themes of the papers a little more
specifically. What follows is an abbreviated and somewhat arbitrary
discussion that fails to follow chronology, place, or the original panel
divisions, but rather attempts to tease out particular strands of papers. I
believe that the papers we have heard over the last three days are themselves
part of this discourse about the meaning of modernity. Two themes are
particularly striking when considering the papers as a whole. First, that life
and knowledge are inseparable. By “life” (4 %) is meant especially daily life
or everyday life: the quotidian practices that define us—and that we define.
Such definitions in turn reflect and shape knowledge(&13%), which includes
all mental activities, not just higher scholarship or the concerns of those we
label intellectuals. And second, as life and knowledge cannot be separated,
neither can knowledge and power, as Foucault (and many others) have pointed
out. For knowledge is not only, inevitably a tool of power, it also shapes the
parameters within which power must operate. This is made clear as soon as we
look again at the everyday, with its constant negotiations of power. Yet to
look at the everyday is also to reflect upon resistance to power, which
knowledge both enables and limits. Modernity, then, cannot be understood
without consideration of the dynamics of everyday life and knowledge.

In terms of the first theme, for example, the knowledge about childhood
education and the daily life practice of raising children are two sides of the
same coin(AESRE > (ERGELUREH ? BRYAERMBFAEFRERE) ).
Or in advertising: when we see both nationalist appeals and appeals to
individualism and private benefit, two different frames of knowledge and
subjectivity are being interposed (£ #£ /5, “Nationalism, Commercialism and
Individuality in Shenbao’s Tobacco Advertisements, 1919-19377). A
particularly clear example comes from embroidery: in daily life embroidery
represented women’s body practice, or in other words a specific skill; yet,
simultaneously, it was also a field of knowledge displaying a degree of agency
and empowerment(Grace Fong 5% 7%, “Female Hands: Embroidery as a
Knowledge Field in Women’s Everyday Life in Late Imperial and Early
Republican China”). One might even say embroidery was a constituent factor
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in women’s subjectivity, and finally formalized as knowledge. This is seen in
inscripted form: the writings of at least elite women, who thereby claim a kind
of equality with male-gendered pursuits like painting and poetry, even
scholarship. This raises the question of how differences in life and knowledge
are gendered. Also, then, how modernity itself is gendered. To return to
advertising in the twentieth century, it hardly surprises us that women are
turned into both commodities and consumers. But the roots of this
commodification are not very clear, at least to me. At the same time, as
consumers, women would seem to be acquiring a particular kind of capitalist
subjectivity like that of men, even while feminine and masculine consumption
no doubt differs radically.

Again, class must play a role here that is worth further investigation.
Obviously we can hardly assume capitalist modernity is making everyone
modern in the same way. (Arguably, capitalist modernity depends on
differentiation.) The modern fate of embroidery comes up again, since we see
the effort to turn skills connected with elite women—so that they were a kind
of conspicuous consumption in their own right— turned into a deliberate
effort to find employment for non-elite women.

The late Ming household encyclopedias (H F %8 &) clearly spread
knowledge across classes and, at least in some ways, across spheres of life (£
IE#, “Art in Daily Life: Knowledge and Practice in Late-Ming Riyong
Leishu™). The example of sample letters for wives to write to husbands clearly
shows how an activity of the private “life” sphere is turned into knowledge—
commodified knowledge at that. Given the importance of writing, the
appearance of quotidian matters in print does suggest the creation of a new
discourse and ‘alternative knowledge’. Whether this speaks to a Chinese
modernity is another question, but of course much here seems vaguely modern.
The aspirations and anxieties of rising social classes, the replacement of
family education (still maintained in the upper classes) by marketed how-to
instructions, and the challenge to upper class monopoly over culture-products
reflect a period of rapid change.

Many, perhaps most, of the papers of the papers of this conference, speak
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to this first theme (life-knowledge), but I want to turn to the second theme:
the interrelationships between knowledge and power. We see this again in the
Ming household encyclopedias. If they blurred some boundaries by spreading
knowledge, they also reinforced boundaries, particularly between persons who
had good functional literacy and persons who were essentially illiterate. At
the other end of the social spectrum, we see the upper literati forced to higher
extremes of connoisseurship to distinguish themselves, but nonetheless
maintaining and perhaps even sharpening social distinctions. Not all
knowledge, after all, could be conveyed in encyclopedias.

The clearest example of power/knowledge: is where the state plays a
direct role. Here we have the case of Japan’s BEZf% during the war (A ff
=, (FTHE BB H A2 BFE ) ). We could say it was primarily a tool
of the military, but it still rested on intellectual premises about the world that
had been built up over some time; also, of course, it rested on empirical work
such as its research on industrialization. Post-war scholarship in Japan played
a rather different role and had a different relationship to the state. For
example, in debates over the nature of Chinese society, the theory of
semi-colonialism/semi-feudalism( 4= 7@ E #t / ¢ H & 7t & )achieved
dominance because left-wing scholars were following Maoist notions(Bf
o (BXxMPEAERHGHMRRML G EHBEE) ). This changed
quickly once Mao Zedong died and the Chinese reforms started. The question,
though, is whether the formula ever played a counter-hegemonic role in
Japanese academia and politics. Here, the Cold War and the ambiguities of
Japan’s role in it would have to be considered.

We also see in China itself how a formula essentially designed to serve
the revolution—“semi-colonialism”—led people to rethink local social
formations: in a progression from the strategic knowledge of national and
international Leninism to, ultimately, the everyday life of common people
[Rebecca Karl, “Temporalities of Modernity and China’s Two ‘Semis’”]. In
combining universal, linear time and local, non-synchronous lived-experience,
so-called feudal remnants are brought into modernity as integral to it. We can

thus say that semi-colonialism is in itself a form of modernity, not a stage in
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some larger teleology; the question remains, however, as above, how much
counter-hegemonic potential this possesses.

In thinking more broadly about imperialism, of course the Japanese
working-out of ‘Asian history’ involved the self-separation of Japan from
Asia BREE > (EMAREATHAE  HEXEFEFSEZ —MIHE ) ). We see
clearly that, no matter how different the research methods, all the researchers
shared the premise that Japanese imperialism on the Asian mainland was
justified. It may be suggested that the colonial experience in Taiwan
contributed to this conclusion. For Japanese leaders, knowledge, including
notions of what constituted common sense, enabled their use of international
law and notions of territorial control in 1874(3RfE &, “Sovereignty Debate,
Civilizing Projects and Colonial Modernity: Re-reading the 1874 Sino-
Japanese Controversy over Aboriginal Taiwan”). Japan did not achieve its
goals at the time, but it still radically altered the fate of Taiwan. Now, any
effort to recover the voices of the colonized is going to be extraordinarily
complex (Paul Katz Fg%3, “Colonial State and Local Society in Southern
Taiwan: The Historical Background of the Ta-pa-ni Incident of 1915”). If the
discipline of anthropology has long come under the spotlight for its
complicity with imperialism, there is rather a lot of complicity to go around.
In this sense, though, the problem of knowledge might be set against the
problem of ‘unthinkability’, or: that which could not be knowledge. Put
conversely, the Japanese possessed ‘knowledge’ that aborigines could not
rebel because they were either too savage to organize or too civilized to revolt
(Leo T.S. Ching, “The Musha Rebellion as the Unthinkable: Coloniality,
Aboriginality and the Epistemology of Colonial Difference”). Did such
knowledge help or hinder the colonialist project?

If societies can be colonized, so too perhaps can bodies. The general
interest in ‘modern bodies’ that we see in a variety of political systems was a
response to the demands of the modern international political order(& £ B

(S REEEEF M BB )). This form of ‘cosmopolitanism’ is itself
a mark of modernity, I think. And the need for bodily control represented both

a kind of knowledge and the power of the state; this was also seen in anti-state



F4E - ARAPRRAE ) EREERHNE 45

revolutionaries—but the point here is that revolutionaries wanted to take over
the state, not abolish it as such. The story of the body, though it is hardly over,
also suggests the limits of power, since the state’s desire to abolish individual
subjectivity could hardly be a complete success. at least under the conditions
of modernity. Nor were state officials necessarily opposed to individual
subjectivity if it could be seen as constituent, not opposed to, the state, in a
process that was (conceived to be) simultaneously disciplinary and liberatory
(Peter Zarrow 1% {#, “The Search for Political Modernity in the Late Qing:
Constitutionalism and the Imagination of the State™).

At the same time, nothing is closer to our everyday experiences than our
bodies. And as for bodies, nothing could be apparently less modern than
sports competitions and gambling. These are ancient activities. Nor are the
state’s attempts to regulate them in the least new. But as the representatives of
the various states associated with Shanghai—Britain, France, the United
States, and of course China—thought about these issues in the 1920s and ’30s,

the modern questions surrounding citizenship were structured by discourses to
which they could contribute but not control (FREZE » ( BETHEIILIE - RN H

REMBOEE L YSHyE8h B BEE » 1927-1934) ). ‘Knowledge’ here refers to
cultural attitudes toward sports gambling, which of course are part of larger
systems of ideas. Gambling is itself a form of leisure consumption. It might
seem that consumption is as simple a daily-life activity as there is, even at
rarified levels like tourism (AA{=2%8 » ( MREHAY IR ETE B ER1HE A fb—LL
L EE s L) ). At one level there is a simply equation of consumption =
class = power questions. Of course the knowledge system allows, and perhaps
even encourages challenges at all levels. As with the Ming encyclopedias,
Ming tourism linked knowledge to affirmations of the class system and
resistance to it. The point of capitalism, and perhaps a high level of
commercialization, is that the system’s components then become
self-destabilizing, though arguably not the system itself.

When we turn to specific intellectuals, we find an important source of
knowledge-production as well as cultural transmission. The relationship

between an intellectual and power generally has its ups and downs, as both
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Zhang Taiyan (FEX#¢) and Liang Qichao (& #8) show in different ways.
Zhang today looks especially interesting as a critic of modernity (£ 257 ( =
RRBEHFHRAERWIEHE 2% T EAARR ) ). If, on the other hand,
we accept that the nation-state represents a kind of epitome of modernity, then
Zhang Taiyan also emerges as its pioneer. So the question is, as a critic of
Western modernity, did he represent an alternative Chinese modernity? His
cultural pluralism was one response to Western imperialism and was thus
inherently modern. Indeed, perhaps skepticism about modernity is itself a sign
of modernity—and was a view in any case not unique to Zhang. (And could it
be a kind of premature post-modernity, is also a question at least worth
asking.) There are, however, real differences between Zhang’s ideas and what
we now think of as cultural relativism, one of these being that I do not think
Zhang had any sense of hybridity.

Liang Qichao, too, represents paradox, in terms of any traditional theory
of modernity (so to speak) (R * (REBHEIEREAR LR ZESR) ). In
moving from scientific, unilinear, evolutionary history back to a greater
emphasis on traditional scholarship, Buddhist notions, and an explicit critique
of scientism and empiricism—surely Liang was becoming more modern not
less. To be a critic of some aspects of rationalism does not make one an
irrationalist, much less a traditionalist. But in spite of considerable work done
on major intellectuals like these, the relationship of their ideas to social and
political movements needs further clarification. This suggests, more broadly
speaking, the need for further research on the range of lesser-known topics
broached in the papers of this conference—allowing us to connect the

everyday to power and knowledge in China over the last five hundred years.
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B ? REMENEE  EREZIAZIENRER  BERNABERLHRIA
e BIESERAAREEE IEY - RENHE - WHEFEENNY
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B - DB ERARR R MRERT - BREMON  LIEE—
FENBAL  MEXEERBBSAYNAERTEES -

(M) % Bk FF 58 #f %5 (global history studies)

SHRERBHEARHBLAANEECLERAEENEE - BAH
Andre Gunder Frank DAf¢ B & A F BAYIKIEE 4 - 24 ReOrient K310
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BEMEARS THABEOERMPLEBEMBRL KN —® > EELH
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R IER - SEMEN T HEGRBEE, » REHNBEBANEE > HEHHE
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RER ERBENHRAGEEERCTH REIE/RANER -
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N REEMENRE  HERAREZLRFE RN - B2 B LIt
FE AR E— 0k & 3 7 88 (community)— B BA7 - —E G HITREM
FE R -ERBTTERN—GER > MERNTHIRAZERFAZEY
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