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“Queue-Cutting and Dress Reform” and the Frustration of
the Late Qing Constitutionalist Movement, 1909-1910

Fan Xueqing*

Abstract

Maintaining the Manchu style of the queue and clothing was an
important policy of the Qing dynasty. However, the Za Feng regency
relaxed dress regulations during the period of constitutional preparation.
The constitutionalists themselves considered the cutting of queues to be an
instrument encouraging constitutional reform. In the imperia court, Zai
Tao and Yu Lang actively promoted “queue-cutting and dress reform” for all
subjects. They thus prompted further calls for “queue-cutting and dress
reform” and in practice queue-cutting spread dramatically. Za Feng aso
prepared to press for “queue-cutting and dress reform,” but this proposal
exacerbated the inner conflicts of the central government. Both Zai Feng
and the constitutionalists were trapped in the dilemma of chosing between
reform and the preservation of Qing rule. While the reform efforts of Zai
Feng and Zai Tao were blocked, the queue-cutting movement also suffered
setbacks. The congtitutionalists, both in and out of government, and the
constitutionalist reform movement were bogged down.

Keywords: “Queue-Cutting and Dress Reform,” constitutional
preparation, Zai Feng, Zai Tao, constitutionalists

School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine
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