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From Religious Centers to Temple Fairs:
Tibetan Buddhist Temples and Tributary Trade
with Khalkha Mongolian Royalty during the Qing Dynasty

Lai Hui-min

Abstract

From anthologies of writers in the Qing Dynasty and Korean envoys’
Journal of Trips to Beijing, we can see the prosperous temple fairs in Beijing
in the eighteenth century with their rare foreign items and precious furs and
leather products for sale. However, these fairs became mainly marketplaces
for daily necessities no later than the middle of the nineteenth century. In
order to understand the development of temple fairs, we must understand the
tribute and trade relationship between the Qing Empire and Mongolians.
The Qing Empire remodeled Tibetan Buddhist temples in Beijing, some
made into important religious places and others reconstructed to be markets.
The Huang Temple and the Hei Temple housed the envoys sent by the Dalai
Lama and Panchen Lama annually to pay tribute to the emperor, and these
two temples and the Yonghe Temple maintained active religious activities
every January. Khalkha Mongolian princes were housed in nearby sites
during their visits to pay tribute to the emperor. Since they were allowed to
carry merchandise, this area became an annual market. Due to the
increasing amount of trade, the Qing government made over a large area for
warehouses and shops: east to Andingmen Boulevard, west to Huang Temple
West Village, north to Tu Village and south to Guangxiang. Beijing thus
became the primary destination of Mongolians’ long distance trade.

At the same time, the regular fairs of Longfu Temple, Huguo Temple

Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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and Baita Temple in the inner city were held for about six days monthly
throughout the Qing period, with sales limited to the temple precincts. The
markets sold the felt clothing worn by Bannermen, eye glasses, fur coats and
hats and other products allowed through the Kyakhta trade, much brought in
by the Khalka princes along with their imperial tribute. By the end of the
Qing, nearby streets became business neighborhoods while the temple
markets sold simple grocery goods. The development of the business
neighborhoods was due to people who began to rent or purchase formerly
official houses around the temples. Moreover, various governmental
warchouses were located around Longfu Temple and rice milling shops
appeared. From this, we can see clearly the Qing Empire planned fairs

combining commerce and food supply.

Keywords: Tibetan Buddhist Temples, temple fairs, tribute, trade
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