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Old Documents, New Identities: The Siku Quanshu and
Cultural Politics in Republican China

Lin Chih-hung’

Abstract

The compilation of The Complete Library in Four Treasuries (Siku
Quanshu, SKQS) was one of the most important intellectual and cultural
activities of the Qing dynasty. The significance of this enormous
compliation was not limited to the Qing dynasty, but remained central to
Republican China. Originally a symbol of imperial glory, the SKQS
become an item of national heritage. This article first outlines the process
from documents to publication in which the SKQS lost its original sacred
significance. Second, it discusses the politics of the publishing industry in a
time of nationalism and war, during which publication of the SKQS
contributed to national identity. Third, this article analyses the effect of
knowledge professionalization in the process of state-building in the 1933
publication of the SKQS. Finally, SKQS is linked directly to the
relationship between war and nationalism in strengthening Chinese national
identity. The history of the SKQS in the Republican era was integral to

China’s transformation into a nation-state.

Keywords: The Siku Quanshu, Commercial Press, Yuan Tongli, Jiang

Fucong, national identity
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