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The Shangjubda Yamen and the Shops of Kulun
(Ulaan Baator) in the Qing Dynasty

Lai Hui-min~

Abstract

Using archival research, this article traces the development of the
monastic economy of Khalkha Mongolia during the Qing dynasty. Since the
reign of the Kangxi Emperor, Jabzandamba Hoblighan had been reincarnated
to noble families possessing leadership in politics and religion. In 1754,
Shangjudba (Secular Affairs Administration Office) was established to
manage the kara urse of Jabzandamba Il Khutagt, who gradually lost secular
powers. Soon after that, the Qianlong Emperor ordered Jabzandamba
Hoblighan to reincarnate in Tibet only. After that point, the nobility and
lamas of Khalkha Mongolia had to meet the Hoblighan of Jabzandamba in
Tibet, which required large expenditures. As well, each generation of
Jabzandamba Khutagt spent funds on repairing temples, making Buddha
statues, and printing Buddhist sutras. By the end of the Qing dynasty, the
government faced financial difficulties, and Shangjudba made several
donations that worsened the finances of its monastery. From the eighteenth
century to the early nineteenth century, Shangjudba maintained a herd of
millions of domesticated animals, yet fell into debt to Han merchants by the
end of the nineteenth century. In the late 1870s, the neighborhood around
the temple of Jabzandamba was surrounded by Han-owned shops, which
occupied almost half of Kulun, and constituted eight streets of the western
Kulun commercial community. When the Uyghur rebellion (Xinjiang) broke
out and the rebels took Uliastai, Zhang Tingyue, Grant Minister
Superintendent of Kulun, feared food shortages among the garrisons. He
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ordered the Civil and Commercial Department to enlist more merchants to
support military needs, and many Beijing merchants were attracted to Kulun.
During the reign of the Guangxu Emperor, there were 393 trading firms in
western Kulun, and over ten thousand merchants and shop owners, including
banking and sundry stores. These provided loans to Mongolians amounting
to millions of taels. Shangjudba borrowed money from these Han merchants
and managed these debts, which was one of the economic factors of

Mongolian independence.

Keywords: Khalkha Mongolia, Jabzandamba Khutagt, monastery
economy, reincarnation, debt





