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Unusual Distinction:
A Study on Official Careers and Economic Conditions
of the Wanggiya Family since the Daoguang Reign

Li-chun Huang”

Abstract

This article examines the relationship between the official careers of the
Upper-Three-Banner Booi and their economic conditions, by focusing on the
Wanggiya family since the Daoguang reign. The Wanggiya family was
renowned for its high level of literacy, yet the glory of the family was
concentrated in a single lineage. Theoretically, each member had the duty to
run errands for the emperors, but different factors could have an impact on a
Booi’s career, including personal capacities, types of errands, and family
legacies. Although the young generation of Booi in the late Qing could find it
difficult to secure an errand post, the lineal descendants of Lingging managed
to enter the Imperial Household Department and other government sectors
through different pathways, like errand posts, examination, donation, and
inheritance, thanks to the rich political and financial resources left by their
elder male members. Although these particular Booi enjoyed a wider range
of career pathways than the early Qing Booi, the overstaffed late Qing court
could only offer limited opportunities. Hence, securing a substantial position
became a key issue for these Booi to develop their official careers.

Keywords: Imperial Household Department, Upper-Three-Banner
Booi, Wanggiya family, official careers
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