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Revolution and the Imagination of the State:
Jiayin Magazine, New Youth Magazine and
the May Fourth Enlightenment Movement

Eugene W. Chiu’

Abstract

This article explores the intellectual origins of the New Culture
Movement, focusing on how Chinese intellectuals helped prepare for it
abroad. Taking two exemplary elite magazines as evidence, namely Jiayin
and New Youth, this study elucidates the main intellectual trend and its
relationship with the Anti-Yuan Movement during Yuan Shihkai’s brief
presidency (1912-1916). It then discusses the internal and external
intellectual resources of the establishment of the New Culture Movement after
Yuan’s death. Jiayin Magazine, which focused on the problem of the form of
state, actually contributed little to the New Culture Movement. Only when
Jiayin terminated publication at the end of 1915 and Chen Duxiu, a former
Jiayin editor, began publishing The Youth (later known as New Youth) did the
intellectual tradition of Jiayin find broader purchase. Unlike the political
Jiayin, Chen Duxiu’s new magazine highlighted the idea of enlightenment as
the ultimate solution to the problem of China’s transformation. The sudden
death of Yuan Shikai in 1916 brought to China a Weimarian freedom which
made possible the success of New Youth and Chen’s enlightenment project.

Keywords: Jiayin Magazine, New Youth Magazine, New Culture
Movement, Zhang Shizhao, Chen Duxiu
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