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The Marketing and Use of Coal in Beijing
during the Qing Dynasty

Chung-lin Chiu’

Abstract

This article examines the use of coal and the coal marketing system in
Beijing during the Qing Dynasty from two perspectives. First, the
transportation of coal. For a long time, the production, transportation, and
sale of coal from Xishan, Beijing were separate. The wholesalers would
purchase coal from the miners and use mules or camels to transport coal
down the mountains. Coal was first stored in plants located on the main
roads and then shipped to coal plants near the city gates of Beijing. Then,
coal shops inside the city would purchase coal from these plants.
Therefore, coal mine owners all had caravans. They used mules to transport
coal down the mountains and used camels to transport coal on flat land.
But this mode of transportation was time-consuming and could only transport
a limited amount of coal. The cost was high. During the late Qing Dynasty,
railways and aerial ropeways were built to transport coal faster and in greater
volume. Second, coal retailing and coal prices. Most merchants and
residents in Beijing bought coal from coal plants near the city gates or coal
shops inside the city. As more and more coal mines were closed during the
rule of Emperor Qianlong, coal prices steadily increased, and many people
complained about the high prices. After the mid-Qing Dynasty, most
people used coal bricks made of crushed coal and coal cinders made of
crushed coal and loess.

Keywords: Beijing, coal plants, caravans, coal prices
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