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A Republican Royal Wedding:
The Xuantong Emperor’s Marriage and the Dynasty’s Final Struggle

Hsi-yuan Chen”

Abstract

Recently uncovered documents in the Ming-Qing archives of the
Institute of History and Philology pertain to the abdicated Xuantong
Emperor’s royal wedding ceremony of 1922. Based on these documents, an
extant copy of the “Wedding Gift Registry for the Royal Wedding” stored in
the National Library in Beijing, as well as relevant newspapers, manuscripts,
diaries, and memoirs, this article argues that the only royal wedding in the
Chinese republic contributed to the final collapse of the monarchy. Puyi’s
wedding to the Empress and the Consort marked a “rite of passage” for both
his personal life and the final transition from imperial to republican China.
While Qing loyalists were congregating in Beijing to celebrate Puyi’s
wedding, supporters of the republic feared that Puyi’s coming-of-age would
revive his remnant monarchy. Republicans discussed annulling his title as
emperor and the Articles of Favorable Treatment, and in two years Puyi was
expelled from the Forbidden City. Ironically, Puyi’s Consort, Wenxiu
married the Xuantong Emperor in a traditional royal ceremony but ended up
divorcing her husband through the legal provisions of the republic in 1931,
marking a twisted finale to Puyi’s troubled reign.

Keywords: Grand Secretariat Archives, Puyi, royal wedding, loyalists,

Articles of Favorable Treatment
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