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Gender Implication of Racism : The

Chinese Laundries in the Eyes of
American Power Laundrymen
(1870-1920)

Hsiu-hui Wang

Abstract

The paper examines the implication of gender ideology in racism. In the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries of America, the competition
between white power laundries and Chinese hand laundries provided a good
story. Confronted with the persistent notion that laundrywork was women's
work, American power laundrymen recast laundrywork in a larger set of
preexisting cultural idioms and symbols that linked manliness, machinery, and
ctvilization.

In a civilized society, men and women have their own separate but
cooperative spheres. American white laundrymen, with the stress on scientific
knowledge and modern ‘technology, distinguished themselves from women

doing laundry. Indeed they were civilized men by using machines to save
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women's energy and thus protect women. The Chinese laundrymen, however,
crossed over into the women's sphere by outright imitation of women's ways,
which was a sign of a savage society without a clear gender division. Moreover,
the Chinese laundrymen were regarded as preindustrial figures by using
primitive methods, tools, and management, specifically such an unhealthy and
uncivilized way as mouth-sprinkling. Sometimes, Chinese laundrymen were
portrayed as rats-eaters, another uncivilized behavior, to reduce their living
expenses and thus lowered their laundry prices. Fighting against the Chinese
hand laundries, these white power laundrymen thus claimed their authority in
the laundry trade by drawing connections between male power and white

supremacy.
Key Words: manliness, gender division, civilization, racial evolution, Chinese

laundries.
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3 Nancy F. Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New England, 1780-1835
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), pp.20, 22.
Ibid., pp.22-3, 71-2.

5 Ibid., p.60.
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6 Michael S. Kimmel, Manhood in America: a Cultural History (New York: The Free Press,
1996), p.106.

7 FHEEHFREHBELHREWEE > 2R Michael S. Kimmel, "The Contemporary
‘Crisis' of Masculinity in Historical Perspective," in Harry Brod ed. The Making of
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Masculinities (Boston: Allen and Unwin, 1987), pp.121-54, especially, pp.137-140.
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Filene, Him/Her/Self: Sex Roles in Modern America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1986), pp.69-93, 5¢ZF Michael S. Kimmel, "The Contemporary 'Crisis' of Masculinity
in Historical Perspective,” in Harry Brod ed. The Making of Masculinities (Boston: Allen and
Unwin, 1987), pp.121-54 EHAB M2 814 4 KEEER{} > 22 B Margaret Marsh, "Suburban
Men and Masculine Domesticiety," American Quarterly 40 (June 1988) pp.165-86, and Clyde
Griffen, "Reconstructing Masculinity from the Evangelical Revival to the Waning of
Progressivism: A Speculative Synthesis,” in Mark C. Carnes and Clyde Griffen eds.,
Meanings for Manhood: Constructions of Masculinity in Victorian America, (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1990), pp.183-204.

9 Michae! S. Kimmel, Manhood in America: a Cultural History pp.92, 93 -

10 5lx#kELE5E p92-
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the United States, 1880-1917 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), p.23. &I %
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15 0. E. Schoeffler and William Gale, Esquire's Encyclopedia of Twentieth Century men's
Fashion (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1973), pp.184, 198.

16 Claudia Brush Kidwell and Valerie Stecle, eds., Men and Women: Dressing the Part
(Washington, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1989), pp.83, 85.

17  The Maytag Encyclopedia of Home Laundry (Newton, lowa: The Maytag Company, 1965),
p-18.
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18  Marion M. Mayer, "The Art of Starching," Good Housekeeping 73 (September, 1921) pp.69,
173.
19 Fred DeArmond, The Laundry Industry (New York: Harper, 1950), pp.1-2.



BRIERPHERER © ERO ARKEERPAIE ATLKE(870-1920) 57

womanless forty-niners" «  SE{AFEIABIAR % B A oK S H MR EAAERE
ftE -

(B R R WA L A IRBE - (205 AR R ARR
W NI S REE - AT AR IR » S T B AR
B SR At TR T 2 A MBI 2 1 - BB RS — TR B A
—EIREYE RIS - R A O R R T EL At B D
FENAEZT + SEEH MRS T R —EARER -
IRV T (FRAR A TRH0 - SRR - (B3
PEACHIEAETI S + SEBEE A SRR L R AR T I A BER T
1 IR KT - MO R TSR -

FEEF A F A 5 KT 5 B 0 P A S P S B R 28 (OB A 55 0
BTV B A A AR IR R B R ML » IR T
THAIERIEER S - EHIREE A BB AR
o SEBERET IR - BT ANEOE - THFRATE R — b AR
W DA S 38 AR AE R B @ AR B H RO TAE " Lee Chew (%
HBF)) RE—EGIT - fE—/\ N\ R RER Y AIORE
IATABSEI— A TR E &1L - FHERIBION - SATFIFES B A
B RSB — PO R ARREERE TR - 8] HF
FEREERA BRI T - REEFMLEAFRIEL - ELEAE
MRS R T - B S YRR - YER N -
IR - RIS TR SRR LI - & T RER
B i - MFIFR TR T A —F 27T » FISE— (A A S H— 0K
B - PR SETE RS S L EUE 2 (it s TEAE TR SRR B T A
Vi - SUEL T UHEE— R o

20 Ibid., p.7.

21 Ng Poon Chew ({fifiglH) , "The Chinaman in America," Independent 54 (3 April 1902),
p-802.

22 "The Life Story of a Chinaman: Lee Chew," Independent 55 (19 February 1903), reprinted in
Hamilton Holt ed. The Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans: As Told By Themselves,
(New York: Routledge, Chapman and Hall Inc., 1990), pp.179-81.
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Stephenson ed. Labor Divided: Race and Ethnicity in United States Labor Struggles, 1835-
1960, (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1990), p.49.
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27  Daniel Liestman, "Chinese Labor at the Passaic Steam Laundry in Belleville," New Jersey
History, Volume 112, Nos 1-2 (Spring/Summer, 1994), p.22.
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31  Fred DeArmond, The Laundry Industry, p.208.

32 Charles A. Boyce, The Steam Laundry and Its Method: Essays Read at the Convention Held
at Buffalo, October, 1889 (Chicago: National Laundry Journal, 1894), p.124.

33 National Laundry Journal 52, no. 6 (1904) p.80.
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34 "Allegheny Steam Laundry,” Richard Edwards, ed., /ndustries of Pittsburgh (1879-1880):
Trade, Commerce, and Manufactures, Historical and Descriptive Review for Pittsburgh,
1879, 210; "Charles Pfeifer," Industries & Wealth of Pittsburgh and Environs, (New York:
1890), pp.102, 198; "The Crown Laundry," The East End, Pittsburgh (The Pittsburgh Board
of Trade, 1907), p.95.

35  Millicent Fassig, "Steam Laundries in New York City, With Special Reference to Shop
Condition" (Master thesis, Columbia University, 1927), p.2.
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once in a while-and you don't do yourself justice after wrestling with the wash
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36  Official Bulletin (La Salle, IL: American Institute of Laundering, Inc.) 13, no. 5 (1930) p.24.

37  Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, For Her Own Good, 150 Years of the Experts’
Advice to Women (New York: Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1978), pp.141-3.

38  Grace Marian Smith, "Sanitation in the Laundry,” Hygeia 5 (April, 1927), p.192.

39  Ruth S. Cowan, More Work for Mother: The ironies of Household Technology from the Open
hearth to the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, 1983), pp.36, 40-1, 53, 63-6; Susan
Strasser, Never Done: A History of American Housework (New York: Pantheon, 1982), pp.5,



64 ERP BRI - 87 H

I FE R AR HE AR T T DU E IR IR DO R B ~ SRR KA
B KY - R HFREIER SR KB AR - — SRS EREET
RERERYNIREME - FE——LF  ERRAGERELEEX
BRETEAETLEME  HFIHEEREERER AR R
o DRIEGRIEN G NE BB ERE - © ELTBE RS X
REEEER BB RN TR - TETLREE RS mEE
AF 0 WA LIRBRHCERIRRE - DU S FHF -

BT » EARKENEERE > BEERNHRESNESE - F
LR BEFELG - B% 0 PR FIHANERKE T BREhRE
I BSERE NIRFE RS BRI - BB - S5
TR B TAH - (B EAR— B - AER S ALK
EEEMME > ER RS HMERZTEEIRE - FEAKE AR
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108-9, 117.

40  University Archives, Carnegie-Mellon University, Mellon Institute, File# S. 446, 502, 560,
617, and 679. 5 & George H. Johnson, Textile Fabrics: Their Selection and Care from the
Standpoint of Use, Wear, and Launderability (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1927),
pp.374-5. TIEBHBHE— S HEMAYTR R LB EBIR RBALER N EH KDY
EENHE - ERCEEHBRBRARBRRYNIRR - S EmsERFETERS
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Department, Public Health Reporis 36 (April, 1921) pp.710-7, Edna B. Snyder and Gladys
Winegar, "The Effect of Home and Commercial Laundry Methods on Cotton Fabrics,"
Journal of Home Economics 25 (June-July, 1933), pp.488-90. ER#E A SLXRENIEFNR » B
"Housewives Crying for Laundry Service," Laundry Age 4, no. 7 (1924) p.99.

41 "The Chink's Out-of-Date Machine Work," Laundryman's Guide 2, no. 5 (1909) p.13.
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Guide (¥rIREEIETH) HESEFTBNN "Anti-disease Campaign"(KHRE
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42 National Laundry Journal 51, no. 8 (1904) p.13; "Machinery Does the Work Better," ibid., 53
no. 1 (1905) p.50.
43 Public Health Reports 32, no. 6 (1917) p.231.
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%1k ("these laundries [Chinese laundries] employed who were tuberculous
or physically not fit to handle clothes and used mouth-sprinkling") - *
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44 {2 K."Spreading Disease Thurough Unsanitary Laundering,” Laundryman's Guide 1, no.
2 (1909) p.5; "Laundry Infection, Caught from the Chink," ibid., 1, no. 2 (1909) p-7;
"Campaign Against Chinks in New Orleans," ibid., 1, no. 2 (1909) p.11; "Disease Danger of
Negro and Chink," ibid,, 1, no. 3 (1909) p.5; "Disease Danger in Chinese Mouth-
Sprinkling," ibid., 1, no. 3 (1909) p.15; "Spreading the Sanitary Gospel," ibid., 1, no. 5 (1909)
p-4; "The Sickly Chink and His Underground Pest Hole," ibid., 1, no. 5 (1909) p.5;
"Alderman Evans of Chicago Wants to Know," ibid., 3, no. 4 (1910) p.22; and "Probing
Chink Laundrydom,” ibid., 3, no. 4 (1910) p.31. SHEERITNEFMNTSE A - NMEETE
TABEREE » ITRBE ALKRE -

45  Georgiana Smuth Waite, "Housewives Crying for Laundry Service," Laundry Age 4, no. 7
(1924) pp.99-100.

46  National Laundry Journal, 53, no. 3 (1905) p.2; ibid., 55, no. 5 (1906) p.12; and "Run Out the
Chinaman," ibid., 56, no. 5 (1906) p.57.

47 National Laundry Journal, 59, no. 2 (1908) p.54; ibid., 60, no. 3 (1908) p.10.
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48  Eeport on Condition of Women and Child Wage-Earners in the United States, Vol. XII:
Employment of Women in Laundries, 61st Cong., 2nd sess. (1911), pp.13-35.

49  Towels and Soap in China,” National Laundry Journal, 53, no. 6 (1905) p.33.

50 National Laundry Journal, 54, no. 5 (1905) p.32; ibid., 54, no. 8 (1905) p.41.
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GRREERI DIl - 7 EERE  FOTR - AU ER P AR
Hn B > EMAERK THEE ETFAHT - —EO AKERERS
AHFEABREHNKEFEALKENBEPERE  RROREE  BAH
BEME - WERO ARKREERILERTENSEYE & ALK
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51 Laundryman’s Guide 2, no. 3 (August, 1909) p.23. —E:i@ZRI2 SHHE -

52 National Laundry Journal 53, no. 5 (1905) p.36; "Laundry Licenses," ibid., 59, no. 1 (1908)
p.-22; and Laundryman’s Guide 3, no. (1910) p.17.

53 "Take an Opposite View," National Laundry Journal 53, no. 7 (1905) p.32.

54  Paul Siu, The Chinese Laundryman, pp.30-1.
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55 W. E. Fitch, "Looking Forward: The Oriental Problem," National Laundry Journal 72, no. 4
(1914) p.10; George Crawford, "A Message to Members of the Laundrymen's National
Association of America," ibid., 72, no. 10 (1914) p.4; "Plan of the National Association for
Coming Year," Pacific Laundryman 2, no. 3 (1914) p.27.

56 AREAREKENEAHEKIR » K Benjamin R. Andrews, Economics of the Household:
Its Administration and Finance (New York: Mamillam Co., 1929), pp.442-3.

57  Bertha Nienburg and Bertha Blair, Factors Affecting Wages in Power Laundries (Department
of Labor, Bulletin of the Women's Bureau, No. 143, Washington, D. C.: GPO, 1936), p.13;
Louis Paul Nestel, Labor relations in the Laundry Industry in Greater New York (Louis Paul
Nestel, 1950), pp.26-7.
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Chinese Laundry.

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 1, NO.5 (APRIL,1909):5

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 2, NO.6 (NOVEMBER,1909):13
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Do you think the Celestial melhod?
of Sprinkling Clothes Hygenic o

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 1, NO.3 (FEBRUARY,1909):15
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‘Skidoo!"’

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 3, NO.1 (DECEMBER,1909):15
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Ah Sin’s Finish.

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 3, NO.5 (APRIL,1910):13
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= Our Anti-Disease Campaign =
ps Is meeting with great success e
% A
% E
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% %
% »

% IN THE %’g
§ South and West 3@;
% Co-operate with your HOME TRADE PAPER in this. %
REH RR KR RR W R R RR BRI R R ERIE 8

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 1, NO.3 (FEBRUARY,1909)





