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The Desire to Translate and the
Desire in Translation:
“Chinese” Feminism and
Nationalism in Ma Jun-wu’s
Translation of ‘The Rights of
Women’

Jen-peng Liu

Abstract

This paper analyzes Ma Jun-wu’s (1881-1940) 1902 translation of Herbert
Spencer’s “The Rights of Women.” It demonstrates the importance of the
translation of the universalizing discourse of "The Rights of Women" to early
20" century nationalist intellectuals in their discursive construction of a
Chinese postcolonial modernity. I investigate the layered postcolonial politics
of translation involved as early 20th century intellectuals used the translation of
a western, male-authored rights-based feminist discourse to invent a language
that could articulate claims to a Chinese modernity. I attempt to delineate those

places and moments in the translated texts, where imperial, national and



colonial identifications and desires are refracted through already unequal
displacements and movements between two languages. I note the interweaving
and complex power structurations that transpire between gender and ethnic
nationalism, and in particular how a discourse on the rights of women, when
travelling between male writing positionalities of differential (national, ethnic)
power, will easily transport various problematic gender and colonial identity
relations.

We can discern this complexity through Ma’s translation, for example, of
the English words such as “we,” “us,” and “our own,” as appeared in Spencer’s
original articles, into “fan-shih jen-lei,” (“all human beings™) or even “Wuo-
kuo” (“our nation”) in Chinese. Such renderings of English philosophical
writings surely arise from a historical moment when imperialism and
colonization posed an imminent threat to “our nation.” The implications of such
theory-travel or translations must be re-examined in historical terms.

Recent work in postcolonial studies has provided a viable framework for
the rethinking of the problem of language and translation. In order to gain an
analytic understanding of topics such as the politics of translation and the
representation of “Chinese Feminism,” or the effects of reflection and refraction
in the act of reading, we will re-examine the imperial desires in which the
project of nation building and the search for (belated) modernization eventually
become the ideological consensus in China during the late 19th and early 20th

centuries.

Key Words: The Rights of Women, Feminism, Ma Jun-wu, Herbert Spencer,

Nationalism
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That a people’s condition may be judged by the treatment which
women receive under it, is a remark that has become almost trite.
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and the unhealthy social arrangements implied by it, most persons do
not see that the same connection between political and domestic
oppression exists in this England of ours at the present hour, and that
in as far as our laws and customs violate the rights of humanity by
giving the richer classes power over the poorer, in so far do they
similarly violate those rights by giving the stronger sex power over
the weaker. Yet, looking at the matter apart from prejudice, and
considering all institutions to be, as they are, products of the popular
character, we cannot avoid confessing that such must be the case.
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There are many who hold that the obedience of one human being to

another is proper, virtuous, praiseworthy.
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There are many to whose moral sense command is not repugnant.
There are many who think the subjection of the weaker sex to the
stronger legitimate and beneficial.
A
BeSZEHEEERY  MLHEH > RUARBZIIH A
E- N
EMERRE ZOERTENRGPNERE (B, - T, EREEE e
MR AB S uuﬂ MR A HEBEI T LAFRE " the weaker sex | £ the
stronger sex ; ° 02 0 EE—EYE » HNEEGSHE 0 BE  HEERRK
SR 0 ELAY TR BIHEH)  fEEREMREIR o IR T
WERILE F - MEF S0 E IR IRAE AR R TERE - 3BIR
E@?ﬁBﬁT/\%EP B TR, PIER  MTB SR -

HT o R R H B RS R Rl o S R B R I S R Y
BRIFEER - (BN Z HNERER X ZAUHES] - B0 - #137 °  “we English
justify our colonial aggressions by saying that the Creator intends the Anglo-
Saxon race to people the world!” (H2 @ M3 A JEHHREMT » EFRBLL
RE AR - ) i LA N —RERPENER THHEES
M RAGRBERIT® ) CHR—HEEETEE  — XA AR
LT MPIEREBAEBOAL R SR  BE - BWaHH » $ELAATREL
AR - BB 168 BN E  EERMECREI ST —4)

"ERREREE R HEE RS o ERIEHATEES " considering all
institutions to be, as they are, products of the popular character, we cannot
avoid confessing that such must be the case. | —4] 7 NAEFERYZRE - jHIE
ERRIRRE 0 IEEE T HBRELHENED  MERZE BN UEE

AR E R RIRIIR IR 068 - ZE87 R ST 2B FH i A2



ChE i - BIRNREAREREREN 37

B KAEENT —A8 TEREREE  MECEE - KEREREEE
HoREE > (ESIEHE - MBI ESEE  TIERER R - SR
HFEUE - A—ERH TR — R AR HEEENMA - LU HBEREL
A2 BERAA ST - AR B2 ERH ) 3 B RRRFBREZERE -
1E 20l R B S R R R L AT RS R EE LB (F T
EEEEEEN > KR RSB EER - EHEFNEEECRANE
B - AR ETLAE S —FEf2FE - Gyan Prakash &55
e NS HHE BRI R T — BT Rk A BEA LIRS F A
BT MAKR—EZIHL  WHRREBEEMAAGEZREE
—ANHIE  FZER BT HRBREACRBROERE > @
AAK TEZW#RL, i@y CEBANTE-ERHERR
——eHhk P ARE - REFHORFELHMG - BF
—HROBEEET-BRARGIAL AEELF  KHERE
BYREBERL  RBAT KRR "

Arif Dirlik HJEEtHEE - SEKEBRER RIESR 7 FRER
wIEEE > M E e BERE  ERTRERCERE NIRRT
HEHR AR - B EEEREE RS Al (FEEE
4R MERET  REES THA ) NEBNE - I RERFN
BET o ELIERRRE S B AN ARKEE AL A ¢ ERBRINER
HIR 2L RBEEN R REEWES RS - Bt - BRRVEY
=ty R PACh ] BB A\ BEEEER B A Z [ - TS B HIAIE - HE I
B () ZABKRE (FEH) BA - DIk & (FBD BAEK
& () LAZH MBI SR EESB A - BESE—EBA -
WAEEBAEEER  AEEREPTRERRE T - 2 o
0 B S PSR TE 5 B REL -

73 Gyan Prakash, “Writing Post Orientalist Histories of the Third World: Perspectives from
Indian Historiography,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 32 (April 1990) p.403.

74  Arif Dirlik, “The Postcolonial Aura: Third World Criticism in the Age of Global
Capitalism,” Critical Inquiry 20 (winter 1994), pp.336, 342-3.



38 IERPBRR AR - 78

S/ — S AR HRERR - BT RECE —4) -

It matters not, in point of principle, whether such domination is entire or

partial. To whatever extent the will of the one is overborne by the will of

the other, to that extent the parties are tyrant and slave.
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Or, putting the question practically, it is required to determine by some
logical method, whether the Turk is justified in plunging an offending
Circassian into the Bosphorus? whether the rights of women were violated
by that Athenian law, which allowed a citizen under certain circumstances

to sell his daughter or sister? Whether our own statute, which permits a

man to beat his wife in moderation, and to imprison her in any room in his
house, is morally defensible? Whether it is equitable that a married woman
should be incapable of holding property?
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Gender Implication of Racism : The

Chinese Laundries in the Eyes of
American Power Laundrymen
(1870-1920)

Hsiu-hui Wang

Abstract

The paper examines the implication of gender ideology in racism. In the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries of America, the competition
between white power laundries and Chinese hand laundries provided a good
story. Confronted with the persistent notion that laundrywork was women's
work, American power laundrymen recast laundrywork in a larger set of
preexisting cultural idioms and symbols that linked manliness, machinery, and
ctvilization.

In a civilized society, men and women have their own separate but
cooperative spheres. American white laundrymen, with the stress on scientific
knowledge and modern ‘technology, distinguished themselves from women

doing laundry. Indeed they were civilized men by using machines to save
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women's energy and thus protect women. The Chinese laundrymen, however,
crossed over into the women's sphere by outright imitation of women's ways,
which was a sign of a savage society without a clear gender division. Moreover,
the Chinese laundrymen were regarded as preindustrial figures by using
primitive methods, tools, and management, specifically such an unhealthy and
uncivilized way as mouth-sprinkling. Sometimes, Chinese laundrymen were
portrayed as rats-eaters, another uncivilized behavior, to reduce their living
expenses and thus lowered their laundry prices. Fighting against the Chinese
hand laundries, these white power laundrymen thus claimed their authority in
the laundry trade by drawing connections between male power and white

supremacy.
Key Words: manliness, gender division, civilization, racial evolution, Chinese

laundries.
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f » 3R RATIEYE - DU SRS EER - RERYBETARTHRGRT
TR RTENYE » BE A TNERBEARGENG - RENH
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TEFE R B » FTEBRY S MERE  (manliness) - F84 BGE AR E
HIZEBIME 2 FIRR it & FEE - FEFA BB B A - RO EERIE
—RRVEE EE c res B R A EEE HFENMEITERR > IR
It - EREMRM R ER > BUZERENED - BREAINAR - B
PABKINEE T R E AT ARE - EERE (A RHE - ERFEENSE—5 - B
BERY T EREE EUHNEE BT EMERE —EHFHE (self-made)
AT - BILEEE EHIMARBENE LRF O TLLECHHE S
T - B RBIC %0 T — @A > EETERIFLRE » BELENS
LN DR « T3 - M eSS HERENEH
FRKRE - . BH KRR -



TERR IR R B © £EE AR TR PEIEE ATEKEE(1870-1920) 51

PSR B R B TR AN R - SE— R L e R R R
SRR L AlEBRE—EUFEEBR LA AEERS  (ideology
of domesticity) o JEFE P E 3 LT 40T B A R Y P T o TR RE A
HIBG  E Y - EREERERIAG  TFREEREREIN -
PIFSHTE FAEE T IR 2093558 (women's sphere) - SEESEBERANFELL
FRE 2 B R AREN « AR ERALIR - AIEE BT E S 5 e A
B - HE L RSB AEERR > HRLEIMARRAEENTE 5
RBVEERE /TN EIER > TR BRI - i RIS
ey TUEREE - URERER > BHEEEMH - £ERY  ZHEFARK
BRE  SBARIER  MEREIE  EEESERY - KENIREA
Tep B E B L E DA - WM RE - BRI TR R 2R
EAEE - 777 - SN TS B AT ORI - BiEEE - 2
WEEAERRT - EREEEFWERAHEENREEEIE  EA
FAS B S YR B S B A - THIBSTEIEZ T - AL ED M
DUMEHGHE - e ANHITESEIEE - HAYA, - Mit—2k - BAERRES R
HAFS R FLAERR - ERBRERT » INELZATERTE LIS A it
G RPN TRERFR

SRR RELE TREEMEE R BURERL TR -
FHTESBEER  DIREEA UREASEE  REAREHR -1
HEHTIES T8, (task-oriented) - SEHHITIFIEE - LIEESD
AT B » © OIERDR I R AR ER - T HRER
RS RAEBREE S - HE Y KAELIEL - ARG T
fe Sy - (BAEERIERRE - EELIFE BREEK - MLULRHEET > ot
R BURBAENSEERE  FHENER -

EEERMENBEREE S IR - AIFEEE —EIEH KA

3 Nancy F. Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New England, 1780-1835
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), pp.20, 22.
Ibid., pp.22-3, 71-2.

5 Ibid., p.60.
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6 Michael S. Kimmel, Manhood in America: a Cultural History (New York: The Free Press,
1996), p.106.

7 FHEEHFREHBELHREWEE > 2R Michael S. Kimmel, "The Contemporary
‘Crisis' of Masculinity in Historical Perspective," in Harry Brod ed. The Making of
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Masculinities (Boston: Allen and Unwin, 1987), pp.121-54, especially, pp.137-140.
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BREFHSE) EEAR  EMSERT - GRATENARERE > LB R Peter G.
Filene, Him/Her/Self: Sex Roles in Modern America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1986), pp.69-93, 5¢ZF Michael S. Kimmel, "The Contemporary 'Crisis' of Masculinity
in Historical Perspective,” in Harry Brod ed. The Making of Masculinities (Boston: Allen and
Unwin, 1987), pp.121-54 EHAB M2 814 4 KEEER{} > 22 B Margaret Marsh, "Suburban
Men and Masculine Domesticiety," American Quarterly 40 (June 1988) pp.165-86, and Clyde
Griffen, "Reconstructing Masculinity from the Evangelical Revival to the Waning of
Progressivism: A Speculative Synthesis,” in Mark C. Carnes and Clyde Griffen eds.,
Meanings for Manhood: Constructions of Masculinity in Victorian America, (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1990), pp.183-204.

9 Michae! S. Kimmel, Manhood in America: a Cultural History pp.92, 93 -

10 5lx#kELE5E p92-
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11 pp.107-8 -

12 Ibid., Gail Bederman, Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in
the United States, 1880-1917 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), p.23. &I %
manliness masculinity FF—& 5 - ATEEBRES AN - FRERAESHTN
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13 Ibid., pp.25, 27-29.



PSR R RO R ¢ M A P2 E IR P IS A E BB (1870-1920) 55
A~ MR e 4B %k LR

(—) BEARENBEBMHNST

EEE AR RS R R M BEREBER - K
th 2 — R BT R VeI SRR - E E B EARRRRIER G o 5T o A
SR B MEREY TR K » DIBHEEISERENTZ FA - SE—1TRRIRER
PR BN e —— U H 2 B AR ——RI R AT B AR MG - W — /A 0 &
REIBE ZRKEZHT > BERCHIRITEZZERCSME R U F
T oBIHE (bosom ) - MR XL M5 BB BISHITEE T HTR A E T
8 o fET IS B2 B 5B (detached collar and cuffs) - BlfK#ZH]
AARBEIEIARE - * AT FIMID KB ILRA ST - RASESE TR
SEER SR > AL H YL - BIRKE R R I E BRI H
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"Evolution of the Shirt," ibid. 53, no. 2 (1905) p.32.

15 0. E. Schoeffler and William Gale, Esquire's Encyclopedia of Twentieth Century men's
Fashion (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1973), pp.184, 198.

16 Claudia Brush Kidwell and Valerie Stecle, eds., Men and Women: Dressing the Part
(Washington, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1989), pp.83, 85.

17  The Maytag Encyclopedia of Home Laundry (Newton, lowa: The Maytag Company, 1965),
p-18.
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"an easier way to get the yellow metal was by doing washing for other

18  Marion M. Mayer, "The Art of Starching," Good Housekeeping 73 (September, 1921) pp.69,
173.
19 Fred DeArmond, The Laundry Industry (New York: Harper, 1950), pp.1-2.
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20 Ibid., p.7.

21 Ng Poon Chew ({fifiglH) , "The Chinaman in America," Independent 54 (3 April 1902),
p-802.

22 "The Life Story of a Chinaman: Lee Chew," Independent 55 (19 February 1903), reprinted in
Hamilton Holt ed. The Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans: As Told By Themselves,
(New York: Routledge, Chapman and Hall Inc., 1990), pp.179-81.
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23 Rose Hum Lee, The Growth and Decline of Chinese Communities in the Rocky Mountain
Region (New York: Arno Press, 1978), pp.66, 139-40.
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—TET$5895%2# - K Raymond Lou, "Chinese-American Agricultural Workers and the
Anti-Chinese Movement in Los Angeles, 1870-1890," in Robert Asher and Charles
Stephenson ed. Labor Divided: Race and Ethnicity in United States Labor Struggles, 1835-
1960, (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1990), p.49.

25 AMRFIHEEFRMHEAVFEEL M2 —LHPREEIETANOEARE
B XERIZR  BERETEEYEEE SRR LHERKERERT%  £Y
FPEEBERELE - FEEXEBGAREEPENEBUEGR FHE T8 ER
X - MELEEHER KPR RN LR - SOSEEAR  BRERETE - B
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R ZEAZET 0 £ 0 ERAVRERG - 7 FNEHE AR BRI R
B - BRI - LR > HABEREL - BRETHI5E TR
AT EEE - AR BRI TEHNAREIHNIA » REE
RIETARIE R AR R R B A - *°

EEEREBHEST - B ERIIES R - —/\E 05 - BT
TNEBIAE TGN Belleville 3i# - —F K RGER James B. Hervey 3EHENN
WA /LT - MR T RSB KEmO ) ERAMMERE
HKE - BEMEARTHEOYME - FROCRE —SXB AL TZER
SRR EEFEEEENSS > MRS R RS EmEN
BELT - B MHEWRE > ZEtE2IEBEELIRT -
BEESFBL T RERE T — L BB - MEEEECRAEHE
T o EIR R4 T LE#EZK > Hervey SR % T LLEEREHE  TEHBRERAX -
A S | % TR R K — A - 7 BRSO ETAEER
WEREGA > BE—/ANOERPESEHRERET - BME -G8
FETRPHERBNRY T F—HURERET EMTE IR - DE

Doris C. J. Chu, Chinese in Massachusetts: Their Experiences and Contributions (Boston:
Chinese Cultural Institute, 1987), p.34; Louis L. Beck, New York's Chinatown (New York:
Bohemia Publishing Company, 1898), p.8.

26 HEMEEIANETIRR > FEFSEHME - 542/t 0 SR ENERE
AREILEEEWEE T T A - R Frederick Rudolph, "Chinamen in Yankeedom: Anti-
Unionism in Massachusetts in 1870," The American Historical Review 53 (1947) pp.1-29. K&
BAA > B—BHETEMABAMNO—FERE - EXBEEFENNG - RE—HE
THIEE—-NECEHENCRREL —FRHFRETIENTE - ZER—/\LARE
HES IZRBMKAFTEIHELRERAE—HET > RE: - (HTH
) 0 (RFIEHNEDE) - BEMEAZREE REGEHEELLEEMAR (It wB
H Bt - 1983) » B 115 B 0] &, Chien-shiung Wu ( 2 %//# ) , "The Chinese in Pittsburgh:
A Changing Minority Community in the United States, 1872-1978," Ph.D diss., the
University of Pittsburgh, 1983, 11-2. B E=ERFINATHRZRE » HoigiE » R
YR 1R Y B FE % 1> A7 LA 243 Gunther Barth, Bitter Strength: A History of the Chinese in
the United States, 1850-1870 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1964), pp.199-210.

27  Daniel Liestman, "Chinese Labor at the Passaic Steam Laundry in Belleville," New Jersey
History, Volume 112, Nos 1-2 (Spring/Summer, 1994), p.22.
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MEBERE  MARERKBMANEEEREXER TOKEFANK
) RSN TIE - » REEE4DT LIRS - DUE M AR
ZT  HPERFHSREBENFZE - HREEJRLE L BRIESNE
BYRNERAESHELS L SBANEE BEL TRIBENSR T /EE S
FEHEETRY - PR RE—EhEQ AR (AEERKRE) » 328IEH
ARIHAER - FEBARE » B E R BAGA LIS AR TIE -
TMABABEEHEMERH B T -

BT E RHEA R PSR GRS T2RAIE T B —FER SR MM R
R P ER R EE SRR R B BN - BRI T EE /N VE AR 8 B
R EE A VR REERYSETH - ¥ A TERIETERBIE DB E - FIEAKLK
ERRFEE - EEBESY - RERFHERGSIENER > HEA
GRBH—EEREEEHLED - #AVEREREWLULELE » BT ERE
B> BREFSHMMER - FRPAGHERKENFEREER - HE3IFTF
E - BT - FERFREREFAIE R - e #E - 2/ NIBKIE
e NPT & AT AR RIT R PEE — B 2N EERFE S — 4t
FEANGERENRBEMEZ M ZNEN - —(EEEES (ZMTEHR)
(Chicago Daily News)W )3 B EEERE K "After all, I believe the Chinamen are
our friends." 3t "They must be our bosoms' friends." IF K A ¥k 7 B B 1

28 [MEFjEFE -H25-

29 Edward Southern Hipp, "Newarker 'Father' of Chinese Laundry; George T. Casebolt, 93,
Reveals that He Brought First Chinamen East to Break Strike, But They Started Their Own
Business," Newark Sunday Call, 9 October 1932. T{=Fk ERIMATTE AR EHIHFAT »
BFELAERY - B Renqiu Yu, To Save China, To Save Ourselves: The Chinese Hand
Laundry Alliance of New York, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1992), p.9. {EE &
i — IR —ACZEFEZINE  ZFERNTLEE DR —/\EANERRE -
HHE ASCKMEAGE - MHLRREE RIS REELEMANE T EERME
BRI —E %k - 5 EF ¥ S "Some Laundry History in Chicago 1869-1882," National
Laundry Journal 59, no. 12 (1908) p.56; Paul Siu, The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of
Social Isolation (New York: New York University Press, 1987), p.23, 43n; Business
Directory of Pittsburgh, 1875-6, under the section of "laundry;" BERE#H; - ([H22Z0RE ) »

(Mg EE) »H 127
30  Althea Lepper, "What Price Washdays?" Delineator 128 (April, 1936) pp.11, 13.
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AR RV BRI H AT - AmMAIRHIL - FE—/\EhER - BA¥K
REERR HEALKRENHFNRE  EREBHERRBEAEA TSR
ATEREE o TECR  EEARKBRAEAEWES o #AEKERIE
LR RIRIRE AR R - 2 SE AN T LI AT RS - Bt AV
KERER - DIR A AERBH HRERRATRZ IR BIEL -

BMFRRKETREFEAAG  ARAREEOARKBRRER - —
NOME » HFEARBHBRBEETAZE  DUBMRERREZHER M
AERF - FHE SRR TR R E A HAHILIS R - ETHRY—
e AR R A ATEASB 2T 73 BS R M R SRR A SR I 2B I TAF -
{BRtEERREF MR ESE  AIERTE SERFRF BARMMUERF -
33
(Z) AR S B EREL

AABREE R EE A ER ORI EEE B AR E R8s
HFIRM - K TR EAERE - DULSREAES ABAS K
RIS H - AEA B A ROBT EMEEEF - BRIRE
ABHERRG LS HAIE - R R TE At & B2 TR
M B2 B AGKEE RN E EFHEE KRR AR RIREE —
TR PR TR A SR RBE BRI SRR 5 A8 B E A SR
BEAHIZEREAREER - DUtREOEE R ERR TIEREE -

BEERE > OABMSIERRPE - REMRIIRE LIS flE
o B RS ERSEANEE  IIERHEBEANWER - T
BE—FERBER AN TILE 5 [EFHEIRIGE R - —E/ ik &
LU R A — AR R R - TIsERBEIsRIRsE - fAmnEE - &
B TR K o ERBARE RIS ETE AR - BLACHE - BLESEvEats - F1
S RYN EEMI R SRS RIS ) SIS R EE— BT LR

31  Fred DeArmond, The Laundry Industry, p.208.

32 Charles A. Boyce, The Steam Laundry and Its Method: Essays Read at the Convention Held
at Buffalo, October, 1889 (Chicago: National Laundry Journal, 1894), p.124.

33 National Laundry Journal 52, no. 6 (1904) p.80.
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T ERTAEAERNRY) - > BEERRE ¥ EEERER TEMRERE
B M FEAT AR KB B (domestic connotation) - fiffIRE R B TIF
WSS E BRI DATRE T - EEASEE A ERIERE - BEF DR IR
BEE A R AL BE R AR - DAL EIE A3 A BEREERIZ= R -

K TR R B A BEH RIS - fE = TR S [k
BE DI REFIS - AR ESEEEEHN RSB R EE
A E OB FHEFEE R RR YN TIE - DEEH - BRERERRREE
THIEE EAEIEACRRER RN TIE - TER R —KET - BIExRH
W E AN > FRECEHTF > MEHEEEAS U2 HERETEE

(BERFEAZEHROGLAE  BEFEEERE) #iRERL - AKWWMAT
MR —HI B © BRKHRIIERFNERE  BAERKIEH
RELEFWIEY  EAERENREZRAEREESE  FHEEHERNE
R0 - —h_EEN—GERERREY  EROTEERERRERE
R TFHFEEBERERKE - B —ESERBZR I
MIBRER ST B > MHZARENLE  BHRHERKERT
Al ERAK TR - © HEBMRRREEEFEERES - Rk LFE
EIF LRI BRI E - BRI F B FTE -

REBEZ AT E KR — L ESAEAE PR - HATER
RIVES - HEEHEUD LR FEZFEEESBENTEERENRE
F - BlaNZAR B K R 3 vE R B A AR AR - B LR ¢ '] married a mate,
not a martyr" ( 2B —{E{P{EFELE - A2 —E2Z# ) ; "1 like my shirts and
collars to have that crisp-porfessionally laundered look" ( I EEX A2 4K
TEEEHEFEHENEES )  5iE "I want to step out or entertain folks

34 "Allegheny Steam Laundry,” Richard Edwards, ed., /ndustries of Pittsburgh (1879-1880):
Trade, Commerce, and Manufactures, Historical and Descriptive Review for Pittsburgh,
1879, 210; "Charles Pfeifer," Industries & Wealth of Pittsburgh and Environs, (New York:
1890), pp.102, 198; "The Crown Laundry," The East End, Pittsburgh (The Pittsburgh Board
of Trade, 1907), p.95.

35  Millicent Fassig, "Steam Laundries in New York City, With Special Reference to Shop
Condition" (Master thesis, Columbia University, 1927), p.2.
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once in a while-and you don't do yourself justice after wrestling with the wash
all day" (IRAEEBHEBEBFRL — —MFAGERTEFMNT 8K
% —HTAEFED) - HB/EFHEGBAIES © "I'd like a breathing-spell
each week for reading and recreation" ( 3% L& BH — B [ SRR 2K BE
EEFOIREE ) 5 "I'd like to step out or entertain in the evening, too!" (I thFHFHE
MR BT DA B iR %E—TF ) 5 DAK "The Laundry way costs about as much as
you (husband) make in an hour--and my day is worth your hour" ( #}3&EKHY
B RATEMR (K] —E/NERIATE — — MR — KB EHEB IR — /7
WIFTE) - ¢ ELEEFRRF AR REFREELE - B - B
HETE NRMEFLBZABHRE - ZRHE -

DR R L EBEZENEE » — L 0FEARFEE  —HBZR
"Domestic science movement” ( XHEILES)) - KRB HRELE
BEAGRIERNFEE - FIERR H R X EEEE s Re TEsg it
IR TFERE - BB EREN T RMEE BN TEERRRN T
{E » EREAFEEE TRERERS LIF L - B AR E 0
HWREHERUIRY - —SRBEAHNERR IS X BREERE -
PSSR - 7

EEEE) BRI T H RS FRNFEREER - [RAIRIBERIIE - JF
BSJIRIM JIRAW] > BEENESRAL A (HPERAE - 05 BB aRE F B
LRy T % - 58 HH A E K eI BRI FN B AR TIER— 1%
Hi SR AR - * BERILERIS A E) — WG EAT - TRIERYE - FER
B LA - BHRAEXTEE - E-ExXBREAINESYE > %
KRTEREHFZ— ¥

36  Official Bulletin (La Salle, IL: American Institute of Laundering, Inc.) 13, no. 5 (1930) p.24.

37  Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, For Her Own Good, 150 Years of the Experts’
Advice to Women (New York: Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1978), pp.141-3.

38  Grace Marian Smith, "Sanitation in the Laundry,” Hygeia 5 (April, 1927), p.192.

39  Ruth S. Cowan, More Work for Mother: The ironies of Household Technology from the Open
hearth to the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, 1983), pp.36, 40-1, 53, 63-6; Susan
Strasser, Never Done: A History of American Housework (New York: Pantheon, 1982), pp.5,
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I FE R AR HE AR T T DU E IR IR DO R B ~ SRR KA
B KY - R HFREIER SR KB AR - — SRS EREET
RERERYNIREME - FE——LF  ERRAGERELEEX
BRETEAETLEME  HFIHEEREERER AR R
o DRIEGRIEN G NE BB ERE - © ELTBE RS X
REEEER BB RN TR - TETLREE RS mEE
AF 0 WA LIRBRHCERIRRE - DU S FHF -

BT » EARKENEERE > BEERNHRESNESE - F
LR BEFELG - B% 0 PR FIHANERKE T BREhRE
I BSERE NIRFE RS BRI - BB - S5
TR B TAH - (B EAR— B - AER S ALK
EEEMME > ER RS HMERZTEEIRE - FEAKE AR
AEE R - — /L0 S5 » Chicago News  (ZANEHHTRIE) HIRCEE
NEH A ABRRKEEN T TRRE - ERFEREE L5 KR
FF - EHZIEBANRE —FEAGRERMT TREKY - tMRKHE
B - R —EARHE TR THFES ) WAKEBLGE TR > FHER
HIEFE R HIKHE - B ARKBRFEERFEEREAIRS - SUHEEAS
Z/\E TR - RELER B RE MR - — R R EFRBOLHE
IR -

108-9, 117.

40  University Archives, Carnegie-Mellon University, Mellon Institute, File# S. 446, 502, 560,
617, and 679. 5 & George H. Johnson, Textile Fabrics: Their Selection and Care from the
Standpoint of Use, Wear, and Launderability (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1927),
pp.374-5. TIEBHBHE— S HEMAYTR R LB EBIR RBALER N EH KDY
EENHE - ERCEEHBRBRARBRRYNIRR - S EmsERFETERS
A (EAEKRERERR) WEK - EHEROHEHITERE TR Treasure
Department, Public Health Reporis 36 (April, 1921) pp.710-7, Edna B. Snyder and Gladys
Winegar, "The Effect of Home and Commercial Laundry Methods on Cotton Fabrics,"
Journal of Home Economics 25 (June-July, 1933), pp.488-90. ER#E A SLXRENIEFNR » B
"Housewives Crying for Laundry Service," Laundry Age 4, no. 7 (1924) p.99.

41 "The Chink's Out-of-Date Machine Work," Laundryman's Guide 2, no. 5 (1909) p.13.
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BEAEHABNERBEENE  FYEFAMIARRIFERTRRET
PRI - HILAC R - MR A R S T AR HEHE T R 2
B (R EITESTF T HRIERRY > MG s 22 BRI 2 g 3
KYHITIE - ERKMEBERRESER  RAGERSREREERFR
7% AIBIRAEMERT - FRNEARER - SRR T LR
PEB S R A VEIKEE - PR B HLE BT - — U 0 TR BERRLIR
wAGEY - 5 TRIEGEE ) NER - HEg ARRMSELE L
HOEERE - 5 ARSI RRREE NI KRR ? BER G
TN TIE ? (IS RS SR REEE I EHE  EEVATLA
B I e (R L > G HERRA B — T TR - BRI R R Y
EEE TR AT - FETRERMSIREEEG - LURT LK
AR SR R - Y EREEMENRY - RO TEE
B SRR Y B E R Z (B0 UERE NS RBTRE R ER T
THERIEE A\ SEREE B - (Bth AT DU BB Y R RSRAE LU SeE asak
e > B LA R A A S R AR L IR e R 5 1 - AT RRIR 55
PEAEL R HI3E A BhAkEE - (B EAR TR SR A1 EEE IS BN
B HEERIER -

Hess s bl 3 A SRR — kR S ABUSE T - B ABERR
B THE ST AEESE - EARKESS BRI ERRXR
ZHT > LIOS/KEHAR - REREY - —h— 0 ERFH - —EER
T RS FE H 2 A PR 7R BE P WS T R R T /K YR IR R Y - — B A
B RS (ARG M9 - SRR - BIFTRE MBS - ¥ K
B BEEAWRESHESE  OARKRESESAXE - @EHRNT
BRI A\ EREE 0 IS B ER BT RAEE - T Laundryman's
Guide (¥rIREEIETH) HESEFTBNN "Anti-disease Campaign"(KHRE
B)  BERSED - S EREM A A KBS S E TS

42 National Laundry Journal 51, no. 8 (1904) p.13; "Machinery Does the Work Better," ibid., 53
no. 1 (1905) p.50.
43 Public Health Reports 32, no. 6 (1917) p.231.
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L REAREANGEREEEN S TXHNTE AR S5
(Yellow Peril) - * ERFEFRREL > NEEEERRYETI ARG ABK
REAIFT L BIR R YBE A —BHE SR EBEREETAINEA
PEAREE - WD AR - R E AR M B - BibzE Ay
KEEAMBHREXNZESBIEESEERYA > 1B A AR
%1k ("these laundries [Chinese laundries] employed who were tuberculous
or physically not fit to handle clothes and used mouth-sprinkling") - *
DA RE AR RERIERE - WRERILITE - B—EFEE
EHEASKERE RS TIEBAMERER » 285 A EREREURE
RIGRIR © O AV B B & F R IR TS MBS - ¥ AR EE R
IEHIFEF PR - HERAERANRKEBAEBIELE  HEEAZER
H TR R EVER TAFRIH ST - — O WU4EE]— M 0 HEHIR - IREK
THEME AT AR REZRIGR - I AR BRI E RS B EE A
HI{ESE .~ . ( dumping ground for diseased and infected Chinese) - * 45 6}
(RHFIROfFIEE ) MEMEEENRK T > AR EEES &
HOJTHEST - BESNEMMIE T EE RS EMERFENITE - ERE A ALK
REEERE > R RN ARKREDIA—HEE - ¥ EHL R
e EE AN BUE HE B A FBIRAIEr £/ N U F IHRE - BRI

44 {2 K."Spreading Disease Thurough Unsanitary Laundering,” Laundryman's Guide 1, no.
2 (1909) p.5; "Laundry Infection, Caught from the Chink," ibid., 1, no. 2 (1909) p-7;
"Campaign Against Chinks in New Orleans," ibid., 1, no. 2 (1909) p.11; "Disease Danger of
Negro and Chink," ibid,, 1, no. 3 (1909) p.5; "Disease Danger in Chinese Mouth-
Sprinkling," ibid., 1, no. 3 (1909) p.15; "Spreading the Sanitary Gospel," ibid., 1, no. 5 (1909)
p-4; "The Sickly Chink and His Underground Pest Hole," ibid., 1, no. 5 (1909) p.5;
"Alderman Evans of Chicago Wants to Know," ibid., 3, no. 4 (1910) p.22; and "Probing
Chink Laundrydom,” ibid., 3, no. 4 (1910) p.31. SHEERITNEFMNTSE A - NMEETE
TABEREE » ITRBE ALKRE -

45  Georgiana Smuth Waite, "Housewives Crying for Laundry Service," Laundry Age 4, no. 7
(1924) pp.99-100.

46  National Laundry Journal, 53, no. 3 (1905) p.2; ibid., 55, no. 5 (1906) p.12; and "Run Out the
Chinaman," ibid., 56, no. 5 (1906) p.57.

47 National Laundry Journal, 59, no. 2 (1908) p.54; ibid., 60, no. 3 (1908) p.10.



TR P S - 2RO AR IR PRIE A EIKEE(1870-1920) 67

e > RERE S EBRRATREREL — - © R E Y EE
NEE SRR - A FERBLE ABER - ARELEIOAREE -
FBL > E— IR EAFHEERSREPRBENERRSHIAOERILE
FE M » GARKERS " HAT IR R R EAE AR T o
( evidently the almond-eyed child of the Orient is becoming civilized) =¥

3 \ PE TR B AR HOE RS IR S (BB - AR — O AR L —2&
WIS - (RES PR AVEREEFTEA - TOME ARRBEL T
DUEBREAREI - MHEBRS - HEOAKKERATe LRI ES
WS \ VEREE R BB R ER - A RAETENT  BERAE - &
SIS PEIRE —H EIRE Z RIRERAR  — RO NSRRI A
| BYERREE - SR ATRREREMALE - BT - ik > HA
VR EAT R - ¥ AVCKEREEER - AMMIEEIIRKENEA
FAHEBEEAY  TREEANCERRE - EF O ARKRABREERER
[ B - AR T IR TR AR R R A TR - R
AR T A » MFIRREEHIZEARRRL ) (Ican't do you work as
cheap as a pigtail, because we have to hire skilled labor, who have not as yet
cultivated an appetitie for rats) - MR RE—BIES - HRrERIEH A
e A RS P B R R -

FE BT E R B ERRERNEG  EXBAAER > BAERERM
B RS HEELEEC  WREA - — W ONENESE  EEMMN
Guerneville H1l&#Y Adolph Brunner » ﬁ—?{&%f@éﬁi‘é » BRI — A FE N
TESRGER TR - — BT LB ENETA - KRS RARA
2 \ YRS N SRR Y - M PIET S AT R VIR RLARMR A E 4
2 A fyEese b B TG - BIFEMEA R A SRR
R 65 + fliBRfit Brunner ;KA RBVERIR - DULEEMIS - EHKAYTT

48  Eeport on Condition of Women and Child Wage-Earners in the United States, Vol. XII:
Employment of Women in Laundries, 61st Cong., 2nd sess. (1911), pp.13-35.

49  Towels and Soap in China,” National Laundry Journal, 53, no. 6 (1905) p.33.

50 National Laundry Journal, 54, no. 5 (1905) p.32; ibid., 54, no. 8 (1905) p.41.
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B SARREI  THEBEH LR S | (ERTIUEH B Af S
Wt O ANEFRFNEN  ERSH S8 BEARE AFHEERY
RREErRTsR -

EFEENRE » TEATENE ASRERICD — Bt 53 A gk g AR
PR - MR FHE ARBIEE - 558 B ARBET K A KT
W TR EAIFEE ) (necessary evil) » B BEBANEGRE - £H
E—/ O FERPHZRT - EEHEITHE R A RENHEREeE - 3
e NSRBI - [ 1E AR R - B MO B £9 A\ B e 28R -
DHEBHANTURS - RRREE A VR BRI B A ER S A - Bk T
FERMEHEERITEENE RIS » HREEAKEIERTHE - 5
= TROAMRE TRS H BN (A0MHaINE ST/ N » (B2 ALk
ENZILHEM AR B BRI - = ZIMSBFSILEREER T
TFHTBFTIZERSIE R - (HBEE A\ SRR EEANS A AR ST - B - BEHR
EHERRT > REARZ R - KBRS E IR - SR A
GRREERI DIl - 7 EERE  FOTR - AU ER P AR
Hn B > EMAERK THEE ETFAHT - —EO AKERERS
AHFEABREHNKEFEALKENBEPERE  RROREE  BAH
BEME - WERO ARKREERILERTENSEYE & ALK
HE N VRIR BRI FRER A0[RI A B4 A B 18 756 s A/ s ch B e 1 T — i
EEEHTRNERFZRM - BRI - FEREME AEY RERZ
AGTH - FRT —RERE -

EAZ RO T BEE - FEH ABRRAIBEH] S T - RIS A
S (HMERT ~ Zh08F) SEAMRKRENRBAETEM TR - * 57T —h—m
T ERRRBEARAENEY - # A SRR EFRIR - g

51 Laundryman’s Guide 2, no. 3 (August, 1909) p.23. —E:i@ZRI2 SHHE -

52 National Laundry Journal 53, no. 5 (1905) p.36; "Laundry Licenses," ibid., 59, no. 1 (1908)
p.-22; and Laundryman’s Guide 3, no. (1910) p.17.

53 "Take an Opposite View," National Laundry Journal 53, no. 7 (1905) p.32.

54  Paul Siu, The Chinese Laundryman, pp.30-1.
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B A7 AR FTLARERE - MERR S BAR REATHRATE
= MMERE > EARKEEITERERVBE -~ HAHRTES - 5
IR - AN ERENERTE - BREEASRKEE -/ 0FRERR
HEHE » AARKRBEZZFHE - DREEEZIRER - 3 ALK
BRI IRFIA AR R EIROE - UFRRTR -

BE—RIMFAKERZBREAZ 0FAR - B ABRKEFARZS BRI
ARHSTE B (A R NRBEC T EYHHR  Hm A RS )
R EEE A - EREE= 05 BERRIE RS T URHIHE
KEBEHE - HRBHNMAGT - BIFR/ LS - B ABRIRRRBIL M
HIERF - DURBASEGIIRE - EHR%E ASRREMRIES > #
# A\ VER AR Rt R R -

TETN

ez o

FI A BRI RO 2E A SR BE B35 il BRI M I B AT BRI 50 HA
HEACME A RN ERS  H e HA SRR thar % AR T2 EE R
MR E R - AR ERKREH LU R BREEENERREY
HIRATE > TETERFIMMIRI RS T R R 3R SR i B v TR R K
Y DULRESEERE X AE PR EMRSRAS I IR
BHRIEED - DULE & B CERKEN T EMAES - SR T EUERM

55 W. E. Fitch, "Looking Forward: The Oriental Problem," National Laundry Journal 72, no. 4
(1914) p.10; George Crawford, "A Message to Members of the Laundrymen's National
Association of America," ibid., 72, no. 10 (1914) p.4; "Plan of the National Association for
Coming Year," Pacific Laundryman 2, no. 3 (1914) p.27.

56 AREAREKENEAHEKIR » K Benjamin R. Andrews, Economics of the Household:
Its Administration and Finance (New York: Mamillam Co., 1929), pp.442-3.

57  Bertha Nienburg and Bertha Blair, Factors Affecting Wages in Power Laundries (Department
of Labor, Bulletin of the Women's Bureau, No. 143, Washington, D. C.: GPO, 1936), p.13;
Louis Paul Nestel, Labor relations in the Laundry Industry in Greater New York (Louis Paul
Nestel, 1950), pp.26-7.
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Chinese Laundry.

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 1, NO.5 (APRIL,1909):5

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 2, NO.6 (NOVEMBER,1909):13

71
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Do you think the Celestial melhod?
of Sprinkling Clothes Hygenic o

LAUNDRYMAN'S GUIDE 1, NO.3 (FEBRUARY,1909):15
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Rethinking Sex, Female Agency, and
Footbinding

Dorothy Ko

Abstract

Western feminism is built on the ideology of the autonomous individual,
which goes hand in hand with a view of the body as a container for the inner
self. The premise of this essay is that these are paradoxical feminist aspirations
because the idealized individual who enjoys these rights is originally presumed
to be a property-owning man. As such, these ideals are by no means universally
applicable. The goal of this essay is to build a China-centered feminist agenda
that is based on alternative views of sexuality, freedom, and agency.

The bulk of the essay is an analysis of three interpretations of footbinding
by writers from disparate locations: al970s radical U.S. feminist, a thirteen-
century Confucian male scholar, and an eighteenth-century Chinese footbound
woman. Whereas the first imagined a new cosmology in which good sex is
homoerotic and liberatory, the Chinese male and female shared the view that
individual pleasure is but one of the goals of sex, and that good sex will lead to

conception of fetus. These divergent notions of the uses of sex bespeak
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fundamental cultural differences on the cosmological location of individual
bodies and their social significance.

In conclusion, this essay argues that beyond the dualities of self and other,
domination and resistance, or body and mind lies a new way of seeing and
knowing. This realm of freedom is not predicated on the isolated and
fragmentary self that ensued from individualism, but on a dynamic view of the

self-as-process, a self that is always in the making.
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Rethinking Sex, Female Agency, and
Footbinding

Dorothy Ko*

Female sexuality and desires comprise one of the most difficult subjects in
the history of women and gender. The difficulty stems in part from the fact
that sex belongs to the realm of the hidden psyche, at least to our modern minds.
It thus defies empirical investigation, the usual method of social historians.
The study of premodern sex and sexuality poses an additional challenge: how
do we reconstruct perceptions of sex held by people whose concepts of the body,
self, and freedom are radically different from our modern assumptions? In
this essay, I use the case of footbinding to illustrate both the pitfalls and
possibilities of studying female sexuality, a frontier area in Chinese women's

history.
Background: The "Good Sex" Project and Global Feminism

My thinkings on the subject were refined and challenged by my recent

* Associate Professor, History and Women's Studies, Rutgers University.
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participation in an international feminist project entitled, "Good Sex: Women's
Religious Wisdom on Sexuality." Organized by the Religious Consultation on
Population, Reproductive Health and Ethics, a Milwaukee-based NGO (Non-
Governmental Organization) of the United Nations, the project seeks to recover
"the moral significance of women's experience for a variety of issues in sexual
ethics and to bring that data into debates about public policy matters."”” A
dozen feminist scholars and activists participated in two workshops in
Philadelphia and Amsterdam in 1997 and 1998. The group hailed from eight
countries--Brazil, China, India, Nigeria, Thailand, Turkey, the United Kingdom
and the United States--and from a range of faith traditions--Buddhism,
Christianity (both Protestant and Catholic), Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and
capitalism.  The academic disciplines represented are just as diverse:
philosophy, theology, economics, history, psychoanalysis, and social
anthropology.

In spite of such disciplinary, cultural, and religious differences, we have
found that we have in fact much in common, beginning with our shared
proficiency in English. Through candid and productive conversations, I have
come to realize that the major dividing line that destabilizes global feminism is
not that between the West and the East, nor that between advanced industrial
countries and the developing world. Instead, it is conflicting perceptions of
sexuality, body, and freedom. The predominant feminist view holds that: (i)
patriarchy subjugates woman by restricting her sexuality to procreation or
reproducton, as a result the woman's sexual pleasure is denied or denigrated; (i1)
the freedom to enjoy sex is integral to a woman's well being, hence should be a
basic human right; (iii) 2 woman who has control over her bodily integrity and

sexuality will participate in the world with more dignity, fostering social justice

1 “Project Reports," Religious Consultation Report 2, no. 1 (May 1998): 4.  The twelve papers
that resulted will be published in a scholarly volume entitled Women's Religious Wisdom on
Sexuality, ed. Radhika Balakrishnan, Mary E. Hunt & Patricia Beattie Jung.
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in the process. This feminism is built on the foundation of individualism.

My previous work on the history of premodern Chinese women has led me
to espouse a different kind of feminism. First, I see motherhood as an
institution that can be empowering to women, hence we should not consider
procreation only in a negative light, nor should we assume that it is always
incompatible with female pleasure. Second, bodily integrity or sexual
freedom are paradoxical feminist aspirations since the idealized individual who
enjoys these rights is originally presumed to be a property-owning man. The
political theory of liberalism that champions the rights and freedom of the
individual, in other words, is male-centered.” Our notion of "agency," or an
individual's ability to act, derives from this male-centered ideology. We thus
need to question its universal applicability, especially in a premodern, non-
Western setting. This essay represents my efforts to build a feminist agenda
that is based on alternative views of sexuality, freedom, and agency. There is

no better place to start than with the subject of footbinding.

Footbinding as a Subject of Knowledge

In China today, the occasional tiny-footed granny brushing by a curious
tourist is a relic. By the 1920s the practice went out of fashion in the coastal
cities, albeit in such remote interior areas as Yunnan young girls did not cease
to bind until the 1950s. In spite of, or perhaps because of, the death of
footbinding as a social practice, its symbolic meaning hardens and grows in
relevance with the passing of time. It is no exaggeration to say that

footbinding is synonymous to patriarchical subjection, bodily mutilation as well

2 The paradox for feminists: how do women aspire to be more like men while maintaining their
separate identity as "woman"? Joan Scott has examined this paradox in terms of the French
feminists' struggle for both "equality” and "difference." See her Only Paradoxes to Offer:
French Feminists and the Rights of Man (Cambridge, Ma.: Harvard University Press, 1996).



82 PRI - BT

as the loss of autonomy and movement. The universal appeal of this symbolic
identification, I would argue, derives from the power of an ideology of the
autonomous individual, which goes hand in hand with a view of the body as a
container for the inner self. My main argument is that this idealized
autonomous self is that of the modern Enlightenment man, and that it is
imperative to think beyond it if we are to write an alternative history of Chinese
women that is true to their worldviews.

In so doing, our primary concern is not footbinding as a social practice but
its representation. Only by examining footbinding as a subject of knowledge
can we begin to see that there is no innocent reader, just as it is impossible to
obtain objective knowledge about other women's bodies. This will be made
clear when we consider how different is the knowledge produced by three
writers from disparate locations: a 1970s radical U.S. feminist, a thirteen-
century Confucian male scholar, and an eighteenth-century Chinese footbound
woman. Whereas the first imagined a new cosmology in which good sex is
homoerotic and liberatory, the Chinese male and female shared the prevalent
view of their culture that individual pleasure is but one of the goals of sex, and
that good sex will lead to conception of fetus. These divergent notions of the
uses of sex bespeak fundamental cultural differences on the cosmological

location of individual bodies and their social significance.

The Cultural Contingency of Sex

The assumption that sex is a means to individual happiness or personal
mtimacy, often in opposition to or detached from procreation, is alien to many
peoples outside of the modern European tradition. Historian Charlotte Furth
has warned that modern readers of traditional Chinese medical discourses
would be surprised to "confront an unfamiliar, holistic view of the human body

which integrates primary vitalities at work in sexual acts with the overall
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organic processes of birth, growth, and decay." Furthermore, the reader has to
take account of "a social construction that does not privilege erotic pleasure
alone over all other possible aspects of the 'sexual." The alienness of
traditional Chinese concepts of body, power, and cosmology challenges the
modern reader to expand her boundary of the sexual.’

The importance of culture to this redefinition is stressed by cultural critic
Rey Chow: "The term 'sexual' should be interpreted to mean not merely
physiology or genital sex," wrote Chow, "but those areas of psychic life that are
excluded from the conscious mind as a result of the pressures of culture and
that are available to us only in 'irrational,' apparently disconnected forms."*
The culture that represses the sexual by dismembering the self is not only
"traditional Chinese" but is also "American" or "capitalist." It is important to
critique the latter as with the former, so that we do not end up condemning the
barbarism of "Chinese culture”" using the yardstick of bourgeois individualism
disguised as the universal good. In taking cultural differences seriously, our
quest for the sex of footbinding has to be anchored in specific historical time-
spaces; only thus would the sexual becomes knowable.

In expanding the rubric of the sexual beyond genital sex and personal

3 Charlotte Furth, "Rethinking Van Gulik: Sexuality and Reproduction in Traditional Chinese
Medicine,” in Engendering China, ed. Christina Gilmartin et al. (Harvard University Press,
1994), 126. Furth argued that Dutch sinologist Van Gulik's classic, Sexual Life in Ancient
China, is a product of his Victorian attitudes toward sex. She also cautioned against a
common misconception among modern readers, that Daoism is more woman-friendly than the
"misogynist” Confucianism. "The classic bedchamber manuals teaching Daoist secrets of
longevity portray an aristocratic and lavishly polygamous society where very young women
were exploited as sexual hadmaidens--the stereotype of a royal harem” (pp.145-46).

4 Rey Chow, Woman and Chinese Modernity (University of Minnesota Press, 1991), p.123.
Emphasis mine. Chow disagrees with Chinese and Western critics who argue that
psychoanalytic theories are foreign in origin, hence do not apply to the study of modern
Chinese literature. Denying the applicability of psychoanalysis is to deny that the Chinese
have psychic lives. I am pushing Chow's arguments further by suggesting that pre-modern

Chinese psychic lives should also be subjected to feminist analysis.
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pleasure, both Furth and Chow are clearing the grounds for an alternative
feminist reading strategy as the basis for new forms of knowledge and activism.
This reading strategy has two components. First, the identification of the
sexual with the repressed means that sex is always mystified in discourse.
Demystification begins with a recognition of the power of language to make and
re-order worlds.  Second, the identification of the sexual with the irrational
and fragmentation means that de-mystification takes the form of a re-stitching,
or reconstituting the whole from its parts, with a holistic feminist logic. To
view footbinding as dismemberment in fact perpetuates the mystification of sex,
making it all the more difficult to envision the Chinese female body as a whole.
We need to restitch the disembodied foot to the social fabric and to a holistic
embodied self, which is what this essay attempts to do.

It is useful here to articulate the differences between sex and sexuality.
The sex of footbinding, in terms of bodily sensations, postures of intercourse,
and the catharsis of pain, are empirically not knowable.” But what we can
know, as this essay attempts to show, is the conflicting claims on female bodies
and labor, the conflation of male sexual and social powers, as well as the
fragility of female bodies and pleasures: in short the sexuality of footbinding.
To the extent that sexuality is rooted in cultural conceptions of the body and
political constellations of power, it is never simply a personal matter. Hence
"culture" and "body" are categories we have to interrogate first if we are to

understand sex and sexuality as cultural constructs.

5 Anthropologists have conducted interviews with footbound women in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, and many spoke of the pain of binding or the lack thereof. These voices
cannot be used, however, to reconstruct the bodily experiences of footbound women before
the modern era. The latter, 1 maintain, is forever lost to us. For a sample of these
interviews, see Howard Levy, Chinese Footbinding (Taipei: Southern Materials Center,
1984), pp.203-285.
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Mary Daly's Journey Into the Other's Homeland

U.S. feminist theologian Mary Daly's passionate attack on footbinding
merits attention for what it says about the complex relations between sex, body,
and culture. Over twenty years after its first publication in 1978, Daly's
Gyn/Ecology remains a powerful statement of a radical feminist agenda that no
facile accusation of racism can dismiss.® Its power--and limitations, as we will
see--lies in its understanding of sex by way of body and language but bypassing
culture. Daly's heros--called Hags, Amazons, Spinsters, Crones, Furies,
Harpies, Lesbians, and Goddesses--are the self-professed Other who dare to
name the Enemy: Patriarchy or phallocracy. The "prevailing religion of the
entire planet," patriarchy's love is necrophilia (pp.39, 61) and its ritual,
Goddess-murder by Sado-Ritual. The logic of Fatherland is "doublethink/
doublefeel/doubledream" (p.368), which mystifies its misogyny and tricks
women into complicity. To cut through the doublethink, Daly admonishes all
women to slash with a Double Axe. "As A-mazing Amazons with our
Labryses we cut them down and move deeper and deeper into the Otherworld,
which--since we are Other--is our Homeland" (xvii).

The journey to Homeland is an intergalactic voyage comprised of three
passages. In the first, the Hag sees through the Enemy's myth of Procession, a
linear and continual process of Father reproducing himself by erasing the
creativity of the Mother/Goddess in the Greco and Christian traditions. In the
second passage, the Hag sees through the Enemy's intent of Goddess murder.
It is here that Chinese footbinding figures as an example of Sado-Ritual,

appearing in between Indian suttee and African female gential mutilation,

6 In a famous rebuttal of Daly, African American feminist Audre Lorde objected to the fact that
Daly failed to name any black goddesses. Daly mentioned the objection in her preface to
the 1990 edition of the book, but countered by saying that "Gyn/Ecology is not a compendium
of goddesses." Gyn/Ecology (Boston: Beacon Press, 1990), xxx.
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followed by European witchburning as well as contemporary American
gynecology (rooted in Nazi medicine) and psychotherapy. In the third passage,
the Hag journeys to the Otherworld to discover her true Self, where she sits with
a loom of her own spinning cosmic tapestries of texts/textiles.

Ethnic differences are both elided and highlighted in Daly's poetics. In
highlighting the power of archetypes, she gives the impression that Hags are
Hags everywhere. Defined as the Other of patriarchs, women transcend
cultural and temporal variations. Other than an occasional "universal" (e.g.
p.172,) Daly prefers "intergalatic" or "planetary"” in describing this commonality
of cosmic proportions. Against this cosmic scheme, the insertion of such
ethnic markers as "Indian," "Chinese," "African," "European" and "American"
before each case study of Sado-Ritual syndrome creates the impression of an
recurring pattern. But the parallelism between African and American customs
is an illusion. The Hag-as-Other-of-Man is more at home in the Christian
tradition, as evinced by the vast discrepancy in length, texture and nuance of the
three "ethnic" chapters (64 pp.) and the Euro-American chapters (134 pp.)
Conceived in 1975, the height of postwar disillusionment with the West,
Gyn/Ecology is a radical critique of the Christian and capitalist religions; herein
lies its subversive power. In this regard it is remarkably similar to an
otherwise different work, Julia Kristeva's About Chinese Women. First
published in France in 1974, feminist Kristeva's reading of footbinding as
women's claim to the symbolic serves to criticize Western epistemologies by

idealizing China.’

7 Julia Kristeva, About Chinese Women (New York: Marion Boyars, 1986), pp.83-85.
Kristeva and Daly both used the ethnic Other to launch a radical self-critique of the West.
But the parallel ends here; their means of deploying the Other and readings of footbinding are
radically different. Kristeva visited China in 1974, but even as she saw them, the bound feet
remained unknowable to her as a foreigner: "I can still see them, in Peking or in the provinces,
these elderly women all dressed in black, with tiny babies' feet that I hardly dared to look at,
let alone photograph. It doesn't help to know that this tiny foot exists, and that it is very tiny:
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Without detracting from Daly's pioneering vision and influence, it is
necessary to acknowledge that the feminist utopian Homeland of the Hag is not
cosmic, a realm of freedom beyond culture, but a product of Daly's own
culture-bound notions of body, language, and selfhood. She sees and knows
the ethnic other in terms of her culture. Central to Daly's critique of
footbinding and other sado-rituals is the bifurcated body and mind, even as she
proclaims the interconnectedness of the two. Hence "the foot purification
(mutilation) ensured that women would be brainwashed as well" (p.136).
Bodybinding necessarily results in mindbinding, not only on the parts of the
footbound women but also on the parts of scholars whose detached objective
tone was said to normalize and legitimize the practice (p.144). Daly has taken
an anti-intellectual stance in her radical attempt to re-attach the Cartesian mind-
body split. There can be no mind without the body. Moreover, it is a body
that can feel the pains of other bodies, but Daly does not explain how this can
come about. One can only surmise that this communion of bodies across
culture by sympathetic magic is a mystical process.

Daly's endorsement of Andrea Dworkin, another pioneering feminist,
suggests that the only responsible knowledge--the only feminist way to talk
about footbinding and other women's bodies--is by way of body and senses.’
Daly is heartened that Dworkin, who describes "the horrible physical reality" of
foot maiming in Woman Hating, shocks the reader into activism by way of the
physical body. Daly's and Dworkin's pathway to activism is bodily knowledge:
"to know, to sense, become incensed" (p.151). The priority enjoyed by the

physical body is unmistakable despite Daly's verbal insistence that holistic

it is perfectly unimaginable" (p.85). Rey Chow saw in this idealization and distancing an
example of sexualizing a foreign culture by making it the feminine and primitive other, hence
"repeating the metaphysics she wants to challenge." (Woman and Chinese Modernity, p.7)

8 Much of Daly's vocabulary is Dworkin's: sadism, necrophilia, planetary, 1000 years.
Woman Hating (New York: Plume, 1974), passim.
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knowledge involves "mind/imagination/emotions" (p.151). The mind does not
do much other than serving as an instrument of deceit in legitimizing atrocities.
The body alone knows and acts. By harping on the body that pains and rages,
the Hag ends up privileging the body over the mind as the gateway to turth and
freedom.’

If we recall that the sexual refers to "those areas of psychic life that are
excluded from the conscious mind as a result of the pressures of culture and that
are available to us only in 'irrational,' apparently disconnected forms," then
Daly's phantom Mind has taken on the characteristics of the sexual as the
repressed and the cut-up. The slippage, no doubt unintended, is revealing: in
protesting the castrating impulse ("he cuts to pieces") of all men in all cultures,
the Hag cuts up her own being and exposes the fragmented feminist self in 1975

"o

U.S.A. All the earnest pleas of "connection," "interconnectedness” (e.g. xvi)
and "sisterhood" fall short of restitching the parts into a whole because Daly
does not question the terms of this incorporation. The utopian union of Self
and Friend (p.371) in Otherland/Homeland, is necessary and desirable only in a
culture whose image of selfhood is bounded, integral, and individuated.
Similarly, the utopian union of erotic love and friendship between women
(pp.372-6) is meaningful only in a culture that insists on a split between mind
and flesh, or between platonic and erotic love. In embracing the body that
feels and a language that moves, Daly reinscribed the terms of this bifurcation.
In the end, Gyn/Ecology is not about India, China, or Africa but rather about
Daly's body-bounded self yawning for transcendence in a mystical merging
with the other's body.

What purpose, then, does the inclusion of the ethnic Other serve? Why

9 Daly was perhaps not aware that her radical view of the physical body as the gateway to truth
and transcedence is close to that of Daoist women saints, as discussed by Suzanne Cahill.
See her "Discipline and Transformation: Body and Practice in the Lives of Daoist Holy

Women of the Tang Dynasty," unpublished paper, 1997.
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bother to bring in suttee, footbinding and genital mutilation? As it turns out,
the ethnic Other is essential to Daly's fantastic idealized Self of "Mind/Spirit/E-
Motion" (xv), or the Self of knowing/acting/self-Centering in the utopian
woman-identified environment called Gyn/Ecology (p.315). For only in
visiting the ethnic Other but erasing culture--the very nature of an intergalatic
journey--can the Hag forget her own physical body by giving it to the Chinese.
Hence the admission that: "Only Hags... can kick off spiritbindings. This is
possible, for mind/spirit has a resiliency that feet, once destroyed, can never
have again" (p.42). In theory, Chinese, Indian, and African women can
become Hags, but Daly's mode of representing and identifying with them
through their physical body and pain has foreclosed that possibility. So the
identification of "Hag: Body" we have just seen is reversed when ethnic
locations are brought into the formula. We have instead a set of dualisms,
with "Hags: West: spirit-mind" on the one hand and "Victims: Other: body" on
the other.

Clearly it is not the resilience of Chinese women's spirit but the resilience
of Chinese tradition that stunned and impressed Daly; she mentioned that the
ordeal lasted a thousand years four times in the first ten pages of her narrative
(pp. 135, 137, 141, 145). It is thus not surprising that despite a profusion of
bodies and pain in ethnic Otherland, their bodies are phantoms and their
sexuality hopelessly mystified. Squeezing, biting, and sniffing the deformed
stumps for a thousand years, Chinese men could be nothing but oversexed
perverts whereas the women were undersexed and incapable of pleasures, their

only desire being the desire to survive (p.145).

Post-Socialist Postscript: The Sex of the Bourgeois Individual

It is the ultimate irony that twenty years later, the most interesting part

about Daly's discourse on footbinding is her insights into its cultural logic.
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Relying only on male-authored and faulty source materials, she cut through the
mystification with her double axe and saw that footbinding can be explained as
a fetish that functioned by way of the transcendence of culture (shoes as
"cultural contrivance,” quoting Erest Becker) over the animal foot (p.147).
As the Other, Daly offers remarkable insights that many Chinese critics
missed.'” My contention here is not that I know more as an "authentic
native," but that Gyn/Ecology makes for a problematic agenda for a global
feminist movement. Fortunately, we can all relax because as Daly so astutely
pointed out, footbinding is dead; the Chinese nationalists and communists had
championed its end since the 1920s not because they were radical feminists but
because they needed to mobilize female labor for nation-building (p.142).
Unable to think beyond her body yet unable to think through it, Daly
remains hostage to her culture. The sexualized female subject that she
celebrates and struggles to realize is one who enjoys bodily integrity, control
over reproductive options, and freedom in sexual expressions. This is the
female version of the classic Enligtenment Man who is individuated, in control,
and given to sexual gratification. Sexual pleasure and reproductive choice
have come to signify the individuality we valorize. 1 am not suggesting that
this sexualized individual should cease to be our feminist goal, but that it is

merely one of many possible ways to conceive of female sexuality and desire.

10 Daly's stance on her own privileged position as a North American intellectual is complicated.
In a curious passage, she recognized the destructive power of imperialism but ascribed
hegemonic power to the West as a result: "Virtually all of modern patriarchal society has
been influenced/shaped profoundly by the West, becoming a sort of Total Westworld." (p.96)
I wonder if she did not ascribe too much power to the West. In another instance, she
seemed oblivious to her own location in insisting that "Haggard criticism should enable
women who have been intimidated by labels of 'racism' t0 become sisters to these women of
Africa--naming the crimes against them and speaking on their behalf--seeing through the
reversal that is meant to entrap us all... Beyond racism is sisterhood." (pp-154, 172;
emphases mine) Daly seemed unaware of or unconcerned with the tension between

identifying with African women (becoming sisters) and speaking for them.
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So accustomed are we in thinking of sex as a personal act if not an individual
right that we need to backtrack by decoupling the sexual from the personal,
which would allow us to explore constructions of morality, agency, and value
that do not rest on bourgeois individualism.

Ironically, in the PRC many people are embracing bourgeois individualism
in the 1990s as an alternative to the hollow models of sacrificial socialist heros.
Several Chinese women scholars are raising questions about this unquestioned
acceptance of the myth of the rational, autonomous individual. As feminist
critic Tonglin Lu put it, "Will women ever succeed in creating a space for
themselves through the search for an individual identity? Since the notion of
individual identities is predicated on male subjecthood, isn't the search
necessarily doomed?""! These are not academic questions; the quest for an
individual self has so suffused the post-socialist zeitgeist that it surfaces in
every media and in cultures high and low. Allow me to quote feminist scholar
Zhong Xueping at length: "Within the context of Chinese culture today, the
search [for the true meaning of being a woman]... represents a desire for a
recognition of individual values and individual expressions by both men and
women. The insistence on a non-gendered real self is what is problematic.
Instead of being perceived as a cultural issue, which is related to the notion of
ideology, constructions of subjectivity, and possibility for resistance, searching
for a real self is represented as an existential issue with some ultimate truth to
it."

The desires of these self-searching women in China today are thus fraught
with ambiguities. "What is problematic is that when they want to do away
with conventional models for women, such as subservient wife and good
mother, Marxist-Leninist granny, and androgynized professionals, they are left

with the notion of a free individual, which many theorists have criticized as

11 Tonglin Lu, ed., Gender and Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Chinese Literature and Society
(SUNY Press, 1993), p.12.
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both patriarchal and ahistorical.” The problem of a post-socialist sisterhood
comprised of women questing for an ungendered self is curiously similar to that
of Mary Daly's intergalatic sisterhood: "The bond among women to quest for
such a self, then, becomes a paradox. When women come together not only to
challenge social norms but also to search for an ultimate self, their desire for
such a self-identity is very often interpellated back into the patriarchy, where
they may become more ready to accept their natural roles to be a real woman.
And the existence of a sisterhood based on such a desire becomes too
contingent to claim its ground."'>  We will ponder the activist implications of
this bind at the end of this essay. Meanwhile, we return to the theme of sex by
tracing its vital importance to the reproduction not only of the Chinese family,

but also of the Confucian gender system.

The Confucian "Natural" Body

"Confucianism" is a label manufactured by Jesuit missionaries in the
seventeenth century. Not only does it impart an artificial coherence to
pluralist systems of thought, it also creates the illusion that Confucianism is a
religion comparable to Christianity that can be understood in terms of theology
and liturgy.”” We do not have the space to ponder the question "what is a
religion;" suffice it to note that in the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911)
dynasties both elite and popular cultures were so suffused with Confucian,
Daoist, Buddhist and other folk practices that it is futile to make clearcut
distinctions. When we use "Confucian culture” or "Confucian gender system"
in this essay, they describe two intertwined elements: a culture-power nexus

that valorized the written word and a family-centered ethics that derived its

12 Zhong Xueping, "Sisterhood? Representations of Women's Relationships in Two
Contemporary Chinese Texts," in Lu, Gender and Sexuality, pp.171-72.
13 Lionel Jensen, Manufacturing Confucianism (Durham: Duke University Press, 1997).
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authority from a state-sanctioned Confucian canon.

Mary Daly 1s misinformed 1in stating that "no one was to blame for the evil
of maiming women, since the reality of evil and maiming was not
acknowledged. There were only 'beauty’ and 'the extremes of pleasure.'
Among the Chinese, footbinding was universally legitimated”" (p.138). The
customary acceptance might have been the case in practice, but in rhetoric quite
the contrary is true. Before the late eighteenth century, the predominant mode
of writing about footbinding in Chinese took the form of a radical critique,
indeed ruthless condemnation."*  Even more curiously, the logic of this anti-
footbinding polemics by Confucian male scholars is remarkably similiar to that
of Daly: footbinding is inhuman and barbaric because it maims the natural body
and renders it useless.

The earliest extant writing on footbinding as a social practice was an
indignant passage in the collected works of Che Ruoshui, a scholar-official
from the Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279). Completed in 1274, this work
was written at a time when domestic gentry women began to imitate entertainers
in adopting footbinding: "The binding of women's feet, one does not know
when this practice began. A little girl not yet four or five [sui,] is innocent and
guiltless, but infinite suffering was being inflicted upon her. One does not
know what good does it do to have the pair of feet bound into such a small size.
When Dai Liang of the Later Han dynasty [25-220] married out his daughter,
she was dressed in a silk upper garment and plain skirt, holding a bamboo box
and wearing wooden clogs. That means one cannot blame footbinding on the

ancients. Or, some say that it started with Consort Yang of the Tang dynasty

14 The sexually explicit descriptions of man biting the bound foot or rubbing his penis against it,
or the confessions of "Lotus Knower” cited by Daly (pp.137-38) are in fact products of
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In the pre-modern period it was unthinkable to write
about the sex of footbinding in such explicit terms. Indirection is key even for erotic novels,
in which fondling the foot was euphemism for sexual intercourse. See Keith McMahon,

Misers, Shrews and Polygamists (Durham: Duke University Press, 1995), passim.
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[650-904]. But no citations can be found about this neither.""

Che's identification with the "innocent and guiltless" young girl and
sympathy for her "infinite suffering" might have struck some as hypocritical,
but I see his anger as heart-felt because Che's assumptions and modes of
knowing are entirely consistent with those of a Confucian elite men educated in
the classics. In fact, so seminal are his discourse of utility and quest of
knowledge by way of philology that this passage became a model for a
Confucian critique of footbinding in subsequent dynasties. Che Ruoshui cited
the example of Dai Liang, an ancient from History of the Later Han Dynasty, to
prove that footbinding was not practiced in the Later Han period (25-220).
This search for origins from the classics is the typical mode of knowing of male
Confucian scholar-officials. Philology reinforced the authority of the
classical canon and the male scholar's prerogative as its sole transmitter and
interpreter.

It is hard to exaggerate the extent to which language and scholarship--and
by extension politico-cultural power--are androcentric in the Confucian world.
According to the Neo-Confucian political philosophy enshrined as orthodoxy in
the Song dynasty, males from all classes were, at least in theory, eligible to
become scholars-officials if they passed the civil service examination, from
which women were barred. In other words, men alone were privy to reading
the classics, poetry, and histories; they were authors, commentators, and
teachers. When the examination was made the sole gateway to officialdom in
the Song dynasty, cultural power became synonymous to political power.
Male hegemony thus constituted a hermetically sealed universe, a "culture-
power nexus." Elite women did become educated but there was no channel
that could translate their cultural knowledge into political power. Che's pity

for the suffering footbound girls, however heart-felt, is thus an identification

15  Che Ruoshui, Jiaogi ji, 20a, in Qinding Siku quanshu, zibu 10, zajia lie 3.
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with the inferior and powerless Other, a subaltern who otherwise could not be
heard. If the footbound woman is Daly's ethnic Other, she is the Confucian
gentleman's gendered Other.  In either case she is the object being spoken-
for.

What good does it do to bind the feet of women? Che's question invites
us to ponder the larger question about the usefulness of female bodies in the
male-centered Confucian world. There are two answers, one explicit and the
other repressed and unspeakable. The explicit answer is that it is an
instrument of filiality (xiao), indispensable to a male-to-male transmission of
bodies and ritual authority in the patrilineal family.'®* In Confucian canonical
and didactic texts, this function of the female body as a womb is acknowledged
albeit only with averted eyes. The female body that did appear in texts is the
body of decorum; her sexuality is elided, repressed, or denied. A good mother
performs her duty not in the act of giving birth but in tending to the food and
wine. A good widow is commendable not in battling her desires but in
demuredly spinning into the depths of the night.

The female body was more visible in a genre of medical texts offering
advice on begetting children. Indeed, male physicians recognized and
legitimatized the importance of female pleasures to the goal of procreation.
Charlotte Furth has written: "In this genre of writing, which became

increasingly popular in the Ming and Qing, eros was valorized in a context

16 ~ Whereas the meaning of filiality for males is unequivocal, there is always a tension for
females in a patriarchal and patrilineal family system. Upon marriage, the daughter has to
transfer her loyalty from her parents to her in-laws. Susan Mann and Du Fanggin have
discerned a historical shift in the official interpretation of filiality for women: in medieval
times the filial duties of daughters were an orthodox concern, as evinced in such classics as
the Book of Filial Piety for Women. In late imperial times, women were increasingly
expected to lodge their loyalties to in-laws and gain recognition as wife/mothers. Marital
fidelity and sexual purity became the dominant demands, hence the late imperial chastity cult.

"Competing Claims on Womanly Virtue in Late Imperial China,” unpublished paper, 1998.
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which also encompassed successful conception, healthy gestation and childbirth,

"7 Both male and female bodies were to be

and even aspects of pediatrics.
instruments of the Confucian family. This medical definition of good sex as
sex that led to conception of fetus promoted self-mastery and moderation.
Footbinding is at best marginal and at worst detrimental to this overarching
concern by luring the family men into self-dissipation. For this reason,
footbinding was repeatedly condemned by Confucian scholars.

The second, and unspeakable, answer to the question of the usefulness of
female bodies is for male erotic pleasure. Living in the age of its initial spread,
scholar Che Ruoshui might have truly found footbinding repulsive. Yet there
is no question that a gradual transformation in male erotic taste took place
between the thirteenth and eighteenth centuries as the bound foot became an
object of male erotic fantasies.'® The decorum of the Confucian male-centered
discourse, however, precluded male desires from being articulated in words
except by way of such tactics of indirection as analogy, and only in selected
genres: poetry, memoirs, and fiction."”  Male desires for the bound foot in
particular and for female bodies in general had to be mystified if females were
to continue to subscribe to the ideology of good sex as sex-for-procreation.

Hence all the sexually explicit descriptions of unwrapping the binders or licking

17 "Rethinking Van Gulik," p.133.

18  Charlotte Furth has made an important observation that the spread of footbinding during the
Song dynasty coincided with the rise of a view of the female body in the medical discourse as
being a de-eroticized body of reproduction.  In attaching erotic meaning to the foot, a part of
the body that serves no procreative function, elite Song men thus contributed to the
bifurcation of the body of desire and the body of reproduction. Furth, A Flourishing Yin:
Gender in China's Medical History, 960-1665 (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1999), pp.131-33.

19  One familiar trope of male desires in Iyrics is the male poet's quest for the goddess, which is
at once a quest for religious transcendence and erotic love. See Suzanne Cahill, "Sex and
the Supernatural in Medieval China: Cantos on the Transcendent Who Presides Over the
River," Journal of the American Oriental Society 105, no. 2 (1985), pp.197-220.
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the bare foot were products of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, when the
very foundation of the patriarchal family came under attack.

Until then, the unspeakable male sexual fantasies were often expressed in
terms of male desires for social power. As Tonglin Lu pointed out in her
comparative readings of Les Liaisons dangereuses, an eighteenth-century
French erotic novel, and The Golden Lotus, in the French novel "sexual power
is identified with power of speech... By contrast, in The Golden Lotus, sexual
power is much more closely associated with social position... an exclusive

"20  This insight provides a partial explanation for the spread

propriety of men.
and normalization of footbinding: men's quest for social power. The bound
foot was useful as a marker of elite status--not of the woman but of her man.
This transfer of value from the female body to the social position of her men
(and then conferred back to the woman as her social honor by the dictum of
Thrice Following) is the principal operative mode in Confucian culture, evident
also in the chastity cult. The economy of exchange is one of body for power,
or to be exact, female body (either cut up, as in footbinding, or intact, as in
chastity cult) for social position or elite status as public expression of male
power.

Yet it is here that a contradiction in the desires of the Confucian man is
exposed. Earlier we saw that the sanctioned answer to the question of a
female body's usefulness is filiality, expressed in terms of social motherhood.
Filiality also demanded, however, the preservation of a "naturally" integral
body--the progeny of one's parents. Logically speaking, a Confucian man who
desired a female to mother his son could not also desire her maimed foot.
Many arguments against footbinding were in fact made on this ground, which
are reminiscent of the Confucian attack on the Buddhist practice of cremation.

There are, of course, no natural bodies in the Chinese cultural world as in ours.

20  Lu, Rose and Lotus (Albany: SUNY Press, 1991), p.26.
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We cannot see or hear the body except by way of culture. Bodies are
amorphous; in themselves they do not say much. Hence the first order of
business for dominant ideologies is to engineer and police the boundaries that
make gender, class, and ethnic distinctions visible but seemingly "natural."
Footbinding made it easier to tell females apart from males, but it did so by
calling attention to the contrivance of culture, the fluidity of gender, as well as
the conflicting allure of purity and danger embedded in female sexuality.
Contrary to modern assumptions, keepers of the Confucian tradition did
not consider footbinding a "Confucian" practice; no mention of it can be found
in the didactic literature for women. In diverting the female body, intended as
an instrument of filiality, to other non-productive use, footbinding can even be
said to be anti-Confucian.  The incessant attacks on the practice, however,
did serve a useful purpose in enabling the discursive formation of a "natural"
body. It is in condemnation of footbinding that we find the most graphic
descriptions of the "natural” body as integral, even geometric, and purposeful.”!
The relationship between footbinding and Confucian culture is thus fraught with
ambiguities. From the one-sided discourse of footbinding we begin to see how
Confucian culture repressed the sexual. Furthermore, this repression exposed
the contradictory male desires for woman to be both saint and tramp. Female

sexuality is thus hopelessly mystified in the androcentric discourse.

Bifurcated Female Sexuality: The Saint and the Tramp

The conflicting Confucian claims on the female body found an
unsatisfactory resolution in a bifurcation between "domesticity: wife" and the

"brothel: concubine-cum-prostitute." This bifurcation of female sexuality is

21 [ have written about this discourse of the natural body in "Footbinding as Female

Inscription,” unpublished paper, 1998.
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expressed in terms of the bifurcation of the legal-social status of individual
woman into good/mean (liang/jian). Goodness and meanness carry clear
moral implications, but a socially mean woman is not automatically considered
morally dubious. The policing of this stratified female sexuality took the form
of periodic raids into brothels, temples, bookshops, and opera venues. These
anti-pornography campaigns staged by imperial county magistrates and modern
officials were never successful because bad sex is in fact the supplement of
good sex, completing the claims of the latter while exposing its inadequacies.

The dynamics of bifurcated female sexuality is so entrenched that it
recently created a stir in modern Taiwan. The prosperous island may not look
like a "Confucian" society in the early 1990s, but after decades of education in
Confucian morality the population remains steeped in the habits of Confucian
mores. Rey Chow related the remarks of a feminist Xu Xiaodan as she
campaigned for a seat as lawmaker. Xi{i promised her supporters that, "I will
enter the Congress in the image of a dissolute woman; I will love the people
with the soul of a female saint." In this posture Chow sees the possibility of a
radical feminist activism: "Women's sexuality, hitherto strictly organized
according to the difference between the female saint and the dissolute woman,
returns to a freedom that is not an arbitrary freedom to act as one wishes, but
rather a freedom from the mutual reinforcement between education and
morality, which are welded together by stratifying female sexuality." In other
words, this freedom is not modeled after that of the Enlightenment male subject,
but is instead a refusal of the roles prescribed by Confucian ideology.

To Chow, a truly radical feminist analysis and activism is built on a subject
position like Xii, one that encompasses the "bad" and the "good" woman.
Only thus can we be sensitive to the inequality not only between the elite class

and the masses, but also between the speaking subject and the spoken-for
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object.”> From this perspective, good sex is the sex of a holistic woman, at

once tramp and saint, who is beyond reproach.

The Good Woman Speaks: Texts, Not Textiles

If Confucian ethics demands that male desire be narrated with indirection,
how much more treacherous it is to talk about female desires! The relegation
of woman to the subject-position of the spoken-for is the clearest manifestation
of the power of Confucian patriarchal culture. In such a predetermined
discursive field, how does one retrieve female pleasures and desires? I offer
no definitive answer, but merely a tactical reminder that we have to be mindful
of this male-centered nature of the word when reading male representations of
female desires. We have to be even more careful when reading female
representations of their own desires (always in a language not their own.)
Because of the hegemonic nature of the Confucian discourse, there is no "pure"
or "authentic" female voice outside of it.

Mary Daly's Labrys is a useful tool as long as we wield it not two-ways but
four-ways: what has to be cut through is not merely the doubletalk of male
deception (the myth of the natural body) but also feminist self-deception (the
myth of an ungendered autonomous self.) A footbound woman's relationship

with patriarchal culture--or an un-footbound woman, for that matter--is at once

22 Chow contends that conventional class analysis is not good enough, for the speaking
intellectual committed to universal justice is not likely to reflect on her own privileged
position. "This means that we can, as we must, attack social injustice without losing sight
of the fact that even as women speaking for other women, for instance, we speak from a
privileged position." Chow in Lu, ed., Gender and Sexuality, pp.36-7. Chow's critique of
an overzealous commitment to universal justice certainly explains the pitfalls of such radicals
as Mary Daly, who had no qualms speaking on behalf of African women. But is it an
inherent weakness of class analysis? It seems to me that it is an inattention to global class

formation that leads to a facile commitment to universal justice.
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identification and opposition. A woman could be identifying and resisting in
being a tramp; she could be identifying and resisting in being a saint. Female
desires are neither pure nor impure; intimations of "false consciousness" are
counter-productive. Our concern is not intention but the economy of exchange
or power inequalities in each case: Who benefits? Who pays the price? Who is
speaking? Who is spoken for?

With this four-way axe I wish to read one poem by an eighteenth-century
poet Hu Shilan. Hu, a gentrywoman from the northeastern province of Zhili,
fell upon hard times in mid-life and started to work as an itinerant teacher. In
a poem she tried to recuperate the value of gentility in a nostalgic gesture:

Remember those bygone days in the depth of my inner chambers,
Perfumed pouch brushed against flesh lustrous as jade.

My little maid held me as I stood by the flowery shades,

Lest my arched shoes slip on mosses so green.

Little did I know that in mid-life I would have to roam around,
Braving the sorching sun and furious storms...”>

The garden of her family mansion, the maid, jade-like flesh, and arched
shoes all served as props in the recreation of a leisurely childhood before class
degradation. Through the symbol of footbinding, Hu expressed her desire for
female seclusion as a class phenomenon. This is the most explicit Chinese
statement lending support to U.S. sociologist Thorstein Veblen's famous

formulation that footbinding was a form of conspicuous leisure.”®  What do

23  Wanyan Yunzhu, Guochao guixiu zhengshi ji (Hongxiang guan, 1831-36), 9.5b-6a. Hu's
emphasis on gentility accords with the editorial purposes of Yun, as analyzed by Susan Mann
in Precious Records, pp.94-117. Other female-authored poems depict shoes as mementos of
female friendship, mediums of exchange in a sentimental economy..

24 Given how famous Veblen's theory of footbinding is, it is curious that he mentioned it only in
passing. Equating the "constricted waist... of the Western culture" with "the deformed foot
of the Chinese," he regarded both as products of a particular stage of economic evolution in

which "conspicuous leisure is much regarded as a means of good repute, the ideal requires
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we make of this view of footbinding as the marker of gentility?

It is clear that Hu Shilan saw agency, dependency, and freedom in terms
very different from ours. Seclusion in her inner chambers did not signify
imprisonment but contrarily the freedom afforded by her elite status.
Similarly, Hu's physical dependency on her maid was a performance that
reversed the truth: the maid was the one dependent on her for economic
sustenance. All the social power of elite men were conferred onto their
women as long as the latter fulfilled their filial duties as mother and wife. No
wonder that elite women were defenders of the Confucian status-class system
and the patriarchal family.

Yet the elite woman's identification with her male counterpart is not
complete. Hu Shilan's "opposition" to the official discourse is most evident in
the latter half of her life as described in the second half of the poem. In
resorting to the poetic convention of complaining about the hardship of life on
the road, she remained loyal to the taste of her class. But her chosen
profession--a teacher of females in the classics--allowed for new gender
configurations. Traveling from female quarters to female quarters,
professional teachers like her opened the way for a female-to-female tradition
of learning that at once opposed and identified with the Confucian male
discourse. It is significant that Hu's poems appear in an anthology compiled
by another educated elite woman, Wanyan Yunzhu. It is also significant that
the anthology was entitled Correct Beginnings, an allusion to the Confucian

classic, Book of Songs.”> Both Hu and Wanyan claimed their cultural and

delicate and deminutive hands and feet and a slender waist." The Theory of the Leisure
Class (New York: Penguin Books, 1994), 148-49. Whereas Veblen's evolutionary view of
economic development is questionable, his insights that standards of feminine beauty are
conditioned upon changing economic conditions merit attention. The logical conclusion of
his theory, however, would put thirteenth-century China at the same stage of economic
development as Victorian England.

25 On Wanyan Yunzhu and her work, see Susan Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s
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moral authority by adhering to (some would say appropriating) the Confucian
creed; they claimed their right to speak and to write by re-discovering learned
women in the classics.

In the end, Hu Shilan reinscribed herself as an elite woman by way of her
learning and lyricism. Not only did she speak for her maid, she also continued
to claim the power of representation, and the power of making a living, through
writing instead of manual labor or handiwork. Mary Daly's goal of an union
of text and textile (Texere in Latin means both, pp.4-5) remains utopian in the
mid-Qing cultural landscape Hu Shilan occupied and helped create. No matter
how poor and beleaguered, in her learning and sensibilities she remained an
elite woman. The power of the word, once acquired from her elite kinsmen,
became a cultural capital for life, just as her pair of bound feet remained a
marker of her genteel upbringing. In using her literacy, she was at once
identifying with and resisting the terms of male dominance in the Confucian
world that worked by bifurcating text and textile just as it bifurcated female
sexuality. Although she was too modest to state it, Hu probably agreed with

her men that good sex is sex that begets children.

Beyond Individualism and the Politics of Identification

To summarize the journey we have taken: we first dislodged sex from the
personal and returned it to culture; then we considered how culture represses
the sexual by mystifying it; we argued that this mystification can be undone to
some extent if we read realistically instead of romantically; with a clear eye on
how culture-bound we all are, we searched for traces of the workings of body
and power in specific historical and textual locations. Now we may finally

ponder the meaning of good sex and return sex to the personal in the process.

Long Eighteenth Century (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997).
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Sex can be good to the woman concerned, her men, her family, women's
networks, society, nation and spiritual communities. "Goodness" is a
productive term in its very ambiguity. Good sex--in excess, moderation, or
abstinence--can be pleasurable or painful, wasteful or productive, self-effacing
or self-affirming. The gaze is finally returned to the woman. She chooses,
acts, expresses, and creates, albeit not entirely as she pleases.

One footbound woman has spoken, but her voice is ambivalent. She did
not speak the language of sado-ritual Mary Daly imagined, nor did she speak
the language of defiant resistance we often wish a female speaking subject
would. The ambivalence of Hu Shilan's voice echoed her ambivalent social
location. As a literate woman and teacher of females, she was at once within
and outside of the male-centered Confucian learned tradition. She surprised us;
the clarity of her tone concealing the complicated negotiations she had effected.
Instead of offering easy, a priori answers, Hu Shilan invited us into her world.
She implored us not to judge by our standards, values, and commitments but to
listen to her regrets, pride, and remembrance. We have entered a new space in
between Self and Other, where our bodies are not bound by the culture of
bourgeois individualism. This space is not a garden in which multicultural
flowers bloom equally bright; cultural relativism is wrought of rigidly
demarcated Self-Other boundaries that is in fact restrictive and parochial
despite its "global” pretensions.

For us to visualize and realize this space as the basis of a new global
community or solidarity, we need to revise the politics of identification that has
constructed our perception of the Other: in order to complete our own selfhood
and agency and in order to act, we have searched for the unfree Other who
serves as the antithesis of everything we are and aspire to be. The footbound
woman is useful to us because we need her to complete our own cherished
sense of self. Herein lies the symbolic poignancy and continued relevance of

footbinding, long after it ceased to be a living social practice. In defining with
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whom we identify and to whom we oppose it is easy to fall into the habit of
mirroring, reversing, or standing the enemy on its head. Hence to counter
gender stereotypes post-socialist Chinese women yearn for an ungendered self;
to fight the fragmentation and isolation of bourgeois individualism many
feminists strive for a transcendental global commonality.

This kind of politics of identification, based as it was on dualistic.
oppositions, made sense in the context of anti-colonial nationalistic struggles in
the first half of this century. In his study of the British colonization of Egypt,
Timothy Mitchell has observed that "in the metaphysics of capitalist modernity,
the world is experienced in terms of an ontological distinction between physical
reality and its representation." He calls this power to manufacture a split
between reality and representation a "colonizing power," one that is still at work
after the sun had set on the empire.® It is important to view this mechanism
not simply as a malice of the West but as a fundamental dynamic of the
operation of power in the modern world. Only thus can we begin to move
beyond the episteme of dualisms.

We need to reimagine ourselves without knowing what forms and colors
our new selves will assume. So what if we do not at all look like a bourgeois
male subject, or if we begin to resemble the unfree other? Beyond the
dualities of self and other, domination and resistance, or body and mind lies a
new way of seeing and knowing. This realm of freedom is not predicated on
the isolated and fragmentary self that ensued from the doctrine of individualism,
but on a dynamic view of the self-as-process, a self that is always in the

making.

26  Timothy Mitchell, Colonising Egypt (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1991), xiii.
This bifurcating colonizing episteme also manufactured new forms of personhood and spatial

configurations.
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Gender, Power and Penality

Pamela Cox”

The study of gender has transformed the study of crime and criminology
and the study of punishment and penality, as well as the study of history. The
first part of the paper outlines key changes in the policing of girls and women in
Britain over the past two centuries in order to illustrate elements of that
transformation. I use the term “policing” in a broad sense, to refer not only to
the activities of the official criminal justice agencies, but also to the activities of
other agencies (in particular, religious charities, families and communities) and
to the self-policing enacted by women themselves. I use the term “penality” to
refer to the broad dynamics of social regulation, social censure and social
sanction which shape formal criminal justice practices, but which also shape the
informal policing of everyday life.! The second part of the paper discusses the
difficulties of attempting to construct any single criminological theory which

can encompass the vast range of social regulations encountered by women and

* Lecturer, Department of History, University of Essex.

1 See P. Cox, Gender, Justice and Welfare. The Social Policing of Girls in Britain 1900-1950
(London: Macmillan, 2000).
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girls without reproducing an uncritical and Eurocentric metanarrative. However,
it goes on to argue that using an enlarged vision of penality has clear
advantages for feminists both in terms of social theory and political practice.

One of the key ways in which the study of gender has transformed the
study of crime and criminology has been through its broadening of concepts of
deviance, regulation and punishment. In building up this broader picture,
feminists have looked at different sites and drawn on different sources. This
project was in many ways a continuation of earlier strategies adopted by those
who sought to demonstrate that punishment did not simply result from crime.
The problem with this earlier analysis of the social structure of penality was that
if focused on the position of working class men within the broader economic
system. The threat posed by working class men was rightly seen to vary
according to levels of disaffection, unemployment, social strain and so on. But
there was no room in this framework for analysing changing patterns of women
and girls' deviance because their deviant behaviour was seen to be less closely
determined economic factors and mush more closely determined by
pathological factors.”

Two important developments characterise British women's experience of
crime, regulation and punishment over the last two centuries: firstly, the
declining number of women prosecuted for serious crimes, and secondly, the
rising number of women subject to formal and informal social regulation.
Historians have shown that the number of women prosecuted for serious crime
(theft, assault, murder) fell steadily relative to population between the

seventeenth and the twentieth centuries.’ This fall has been explained by some

2 For overview of criminological development see D. Downes and P. Rock, Understanding
Deviance: A guide to the Socioloay of Crime and Rule Breaking (Oxford: Clarendon, 1992).
and A Houwe, Punish and Critique: Towards a Feminist Analysis of Penality (London:
Routledge, 1994).

3 See esp M. Feeley and D. Little, "The Vanishing Female; The Decline of Women in the
Criminal Process 1687-1912," Law and Society Review, vol. 25, no. 4(1991), pp.719-757; M.
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in terms of the rise of new forms of capitalist patriarchy, under which women
were more intensely regulated in the home and in the workplace, and which
limited their opportunities to engage in crime. However, the fall in levels of
prosecution of women for serious offences should not blind us to the fact that
methods of policing women and girls became much more diverse in the course
of the 19th century.

Modernity created new opportunities for British women and girls. But new
lifestyles were accompanied by new forms of regulation.4 From the industrial
revolution onwards, young single women with no domestic responsibilities to
restrain their spending or their morals have been seen as irresponsible, sexually
precocious pleasure-seekers who threatened the future of the family and the
long term stability of the state. Industrial urban society thus allowed a degree of
social and sexual permissiveness, but in doing so created greater possibilities
for female deviance. New freedoms were accompanied by new restrictions. The
“modern” girl was policed in a variety of sites: the school, the workplace, the
cinema, the café, the shop and the street. So, whilst definitions of socially
acceptable behaviour for girls and young women did change dramatically, the
fact that they did not change without a price raises serious question about the
limits of liberalism.

The decrease in serious prosecutions, moreover, did not weaken the

popular belief that the “modern” girl and the “modern” woman posed

“unprecedented challenges to traditional social order. Put simply, new forms of

female deviance were defined in this period, and this new deviance was dealt

with outside the higher courts: it was dealt with by the lower courts, by other

Feeley, "The Decline of Women in the Criminal Process: a Comparative History,” Criminal
Justice History, 15(1994) pp.235-74.

4 See R. Felski, "Feminism, Postmodernism, and the Critique of Modernity", Cultural Critique
(1989 Fall), pp.33-56.
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state agencies, and by the religious rescue sector.” The low numbers of women
and girls appearing in court might give the impression that the state was not
concerned to police them. This would be very wrong. Industrialisation and
urbanisation in Britain (and the West more generally) were accompanied by
new kinds of policing, and by new levels of state intervention in public and
private life, which clearly impacted upon women and girls. From the 1830s
onwards, legislation which was ostensibly designed to reduce poor law
expenditure, to regulate working conditions, to preserve traditional family
relations against the threat of waged industrial work, to safeguard the sexual
health of the armed forces, to minimise the reproduction of the feebleminded, to
raise standards of working class parenting and to strengthen the domestic base
of the British Empire had a direct effect upon the lives of girls and young
women. These measures effectively circumscribed the types of work which they
could undertake, and prescribed the kinds of sexual and social lives they could
lead. At another level, new attempts to regulate the lifestyles of the urban
working class resulted in thousands of prosecutions of parents for neglecting or
abusing their children, for failing to send their children to school, for failing to
have their child vaccinated and so on. Mothers and daughters became particular
targets within this “policing of families”, as Jacques Donzelot has termed it.%
Mothers were held responsible for poor domestic standards, and daughters were
thought to be morally as well as physically endangered by deprived and dirty
environments. For girls, deprivation and emancipation were two sides of the
same coin. Both could be read as emblems of waywardness. Both could lead to

the road to ruin.

5 In Britain, serious cases were committed to trial in the higher courts (assizes, quarter sessions,
county courts) and were judged by a judge and a jury made up of twelve members of the
public. Less serious cases - which accounted for the vast majority of all court appearances -
were heard in the lower courts (magistrates court, or summary court) and judged by a panel of
magistrates.

6 J. Donzelot, The Policing of Families (London: Hutchinson, 1980).
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Such prosecutions helped to swell the numbers of women appearing before
the lower courts as did a growing number of convictions for minor offences
related to debt, drunkenness, vagrancy and prostitution. In the late 19th century,
such women offenders were more frequently sent by the courts to new
specialised institutions - the inebriates' reformatory, the mental deficiency
institution, the juvenile reformatory - in an effort to keep them out of prison.
This diversion away from the penal system is highly significant and clearly
shows how the policing of women and girls took place within a wide regulatory
framework.

This is illustrated further by the fact that thousands of were policed within
the voluntary sector, and within the religious rescue sector in particular. Rescue
work was big business. It involved hundreds of organisations - mainly
religious-based and mainly run by women volunteers - which ran a variety of
rescue homes, outreach schemes and youth activities, and which were active
throughout the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century. The following
examples give some idea of the scale of such activities. In 1917 the annual
report of the London Female Preventive and Reformatory Institution, a large
voluntary rescue project based on seven sites around the city, had offered some
“facts for the thoughtful”; since 1857, over 45,000 girls had been admitted (an
average of 750 annual admissions over 60 years), 2,500 “midnight meetings”
had been held, attended by 127,000 girls, and a quarter of a million meals had
been served. In 1918, a survey of rescue work in the west end of London listed
10 organisations which were active in the west end alone: the Female Mission
to the Fallen, the West London Mission, the Women Police, the Charing Cross
Association, the Female Aid Society, the Church Army, the Ladies Association,
the Workhouse Girls' Aid Association, the Society for Protection of Females.

They might have added the Jewish Association for the Protection of Girls and
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Women, the Church Penitentiary Society, the Salvation Army and so on..’

Informal justice has been studied as something separate from the state. By
contrast, my research on girls in early and mid-20th century Britain shows that
girls were subject to private justice with state acknowledgement, collusion and
support. The rescue sector worked independently of the criminal justice system,
but was also able to deal with those girls who presented particular problems to
the courts. The courts dealt with girls who had committed a crime and also with
girls who had not necessarily committed a crime but who were deemed to be in
need of protection of some kind because of their “wayward” habits. Problems
arose, however, if these criminal and vulunerable girls also happened to be
pregnant, or to have a sexually transmitted disease, or to be sexually precocious
or to be “feeble-minded”. Such girls were not easily accommodated within
criminal justice institutions, and were referred instead to the private rescue
sector. This led some to argue that these young women were treated more
leniently than their male counterparts who were subject to the “rigours” of state
corrective institutions. However, girls could spend many years in rescue homes,
where daily life was very often harsh and restrictive and more importantly, was
largely unregulated by state inspectors of any kind. Thus, regulation at the
margins of the law was far from lenient: it meant regulation without rights.

The vitality of the religious rescue sector raises an important point in that it
shows that the expansion of the interventionist state outlined earlier did not lead
to a weakening of the voluntary sector. Voluntary groups, charities and so on
did not decline with the growth of welfare state, but - by contrast - continued to
expand at least until the second world war. It raises a further important point in
that it shows how the formal criminal justice system relied upon the religious

rescue sector to make institutional provision for difficult girls and young

7 London Metropolitan Archive A/FWA/C/D44/1 London Female Preventive and Reformatory
Institution annual report 1916-17, p.6. and A/FWA/C/C6/1 rescue work, 1904-1918.
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women, which raises questions about the relationship between public justice
and gender and the place of civil rights in a liberal but interventionist state.

Beyond the state and the voluntary sector, women and girls were also
policed within families by fathers and husbands. Instances of male domestic
violence, for example, remained high (although levels did fall briefly at the end
of the 19th century). Women and girls were regulated more generally within the
wider community too, within schools, peer groups, workplaces, street cultures,
commercial cultures and so on. Of course, boys and men were subject to similar
influences - but for girls these influences were more socially and physically
restraining, primarily because of the way that all these ultimately played upon
sexual reputation and respectability. Finally, recent feminist research has shown
how women and girls police and punish themselves, by their conscious
management of their sexuality, their social life, their ambition, their appetite
and their body shape.8

In this brief sketch, I have tried to outline some key historical
developments which have shaped the modern policing of women and girls in
Britain: the decline of the number of female prosecutions for serious offences;
the rise of new definitions of deviance; the introduction of new means of social
policing; the establishment of a number of statutory and non-statutory
corrective institutions for women and girls; the continuing regulation of women
and girls within families, and the continuing - indeed increasing - extent to
which women and girls subject themselves to self-policing and self-punishment.

Thus, any study of gender, policing, protection and punishment must

8 See for example M. Cain, Growing up Good: Policing the Behaviour of Girls in Europe
(London: Sage, 1989); A McRobbie and M. Nava ed., Gender and Generation (London:
Macmillan, 1984); S. Lees, Losing out: Sexuality and Adolescent Girls (London: Hutchinson,
1986); S. Bartky, "Foucault, Femininity and the Modernisation of Patriarchal Power" and S.
Bordo, " Anorexia Nervosa: Psychopathology and the Crystallisation of Culture” in L
Diamond and L. Quinby ed., Feminism and Foucault: Reflections on Resistance (Boston:
Northeastern Press, 1988).
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emphasise broad networks of disciplinary power. In my own work, I have
drawn on feminist criminologists, transgressive criminologists and sociologies
of censure. These approaches basically insist that, following Foucault, we
should broaden our vision of what constitutes penality, and that we should move
beyond a simple crime-punishment trajectory in our analysis of social
regulation - in other words, that we should recognise that “punishment” and
“correction” are not simply responses to legally defined crimes, but rather that
they operate much more broadly within society.9 But how can this enlarged
vision of penality be usefully incorporated into either theories of deviance or
into feminist political practices? Could such theories analyse formal policing
and formal prisons alongside, as Adrian Howe puts it, those “private prisons of
docile yet rebellious bodies, drugged and tranquillised bodies, famished self-
policing bodies in which many women live their lives, “free” from penal
control”?'?

In the second part of the paper, I want to consider the possibilities and
problems of this kind of approach. I will discuss two main issues: firstly, the
place of women within broad networks of regulation (focusing on equivalence
of disciplinary power, and equivalence of the effects of power - or oppression);
secondly, the place of the criminal justice system within broad networks of
regulation (focusing on masculinity and the construction of gender identities.) I
have shown in the first part of the paper that despite the low level of
prosecution of women for serious crimes, women have still been objects of
social concern and still subject to a variety of interventions. The social policing
and regulation of women can clearly be linked to the historical and

contemporary oppression of women. However, such a linkage raises two

9 See for example C. Sumner ed., Censure, politics and criminal justice (Milton Keynes: Open
University Press, 1990); M. Cain, "Towards transgression: new directions in feminist
criminology” International Journal of the Sociology of Law 18:1 (1990), pp.1-18.

10 Howe, op cit., p.207.
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immediate problems; firstly that of notions of equivalent power, and secondly
that of the definition of oppression.

The idea that state prisons for women should be analysed alongside the
“private” prison of the rescue home, the family, the community and the body is
problematic if it suggests an equivalence of power between these different
regulatory sites. It may be the case that “every relation is a power relation”, but
clearly, there are different types of power relations. And as feminist critics of
Foucault have warned if power is “everywhere” then ultimately power is
“nowhere”.!!

It follows that the identification of sites and sources of power leads to the
identification of the effects of power. Within the history of feminist theory,
women's experience of the effects of power have often been read as examples
of oppression. Put simply, the social policing of women could be read as a
central means by which the oppression of women is realised in everyday life.
Such a reading has clear advantages in that it highlights the commonalities and
connections between women's experiences. But, of course, it has disadvantages
in that it requires another equivalence to be drawn between the experiences of
women across classes, across cultures, across continents. It requires a
metanarrative at a point when such narratives have rightly been called into
question. It risks an unhelpful sublimation of differences within a Eurocentric
gaze. One need only think of current feminist debates on the “oppressive” or
“liberating” qualities of the Islamic veil, of female circumcision, of abortion
and so on to see the problem.

However, despite these difficulties, reading policing as oppression can be
useful in that it can provide a basis for the codification of international women's

rights (and indeed, the rights of other disadvantaged groups). The right to legal

11 For overview see C. Ramazanoglu ed., Up Against Foucault; Explorations of Some Tensions

Between Foucault and Feminism (London and New York: Routledge, 1994).
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protection such as domestic violence, from war-time rape, from sexual and
racial harrassment, for example, is certainly worth having. These rights can be
universal where appropriate, or specific to certain situations. Arguably, such
rights are most useful to women when they are viewed as contingent, strategic
and instrumental, rather than as part of any attempt to uncover and to cure the
“real” causes of “real” crime. Women and minority groups, have after all,
suffered throughout history by being granted partial and restrictive rights - for
example, the right to be educated, but only up to a certain level; the right to
work, but only in certain industries; the right to earn a wage, but only a lower
wage than a male equivalent; the right to vote, but only if propertied; the right
to divorce, but only on certain grounds and so on. Women need to reserve the
perpetual right to re-define their social, economic and cultural rights. Women
need rights that are real in their lived effects, yet flexible in their definition and
open to just amendment.'?

To turn to my second broad point here - the place of the criminal justice
system within broad networks of regulation. Highlighting multiple sites of
policing and regulation effectively decentres the criminal justice system, which
becomes merely one site among many. But, of course, it remains a prime site of
regulation and must continue to occupy a central place in any analysis of
deviance. A broader analysis of penality allows us to take a new look its more
familiar and more formal institutions. It allows us to re-evaluate the criminal
justice system and its procedures, its targets, and its results.

Something which becomes immediately apparent here is the overwhelming
predominance of men as the majority of those occupying professional criminal
justice positions, the majority of those subject to formal policing and the
majority of those sent to prison. I do not want to suggest that men and boys are

only subject to formal policing and not subject to informal policing - as girls are

12 See P. Cox, "Futures for feminist histories” in Gender and History, April 1999.
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- through their families, through their communities, through their cultures. But
1t seems clear that there must, in the West at least, be something very distinct
about, firstly, the broad socialisation of boys and young men and secondly,
about traditions of gendered policing which produce such a high concentration
of young men within the criminal justice system. An enlarged concept of
penality therefore allows us to take a new look at masculinity. But we need to
be careful here. As Collier says, “if criminology is now seeking to take this
masculinity seriously, then it is necessary to ask at this stage just what is meant

»13 We should be wary of supposing that

by “masculinity” in the first place.
there is a biological unity of men (in the same way that we are already wary of
supposing that there is a biological unity of woman) and that these biological
men “use” crime as a way of aspiring to common models of socially gendered
masculinity (in the same way that we are already critical of any suggestion that
notions of femininity are universally held).14 In other words, we should apply
the same criticisms of sex/gender distinctions to the analysis of masculinity and
crime as we do to the analysis of femininity and crime.

Using the lens of crime and punishment to examine the construction of
masculine identities represents an important step forward in gender studies. As
Smart argues, law “does not stand outside gender relations and adjudicate upon
them”. Rather, law “is part of these relations and is already gendered in its
principles and practices.”15 Clearly then, the question of the gendering of
judicial practice is not an easy one. Simple tests for “sexism” (in patterns of
arrest, sentencing, and so on) have been applied and have failed to give a clear

answers. One of the main problems with this approach is that in examining the

13 R. Collier, Masculinities, Crime and Criminology. Men, Heterosexuality and the
Criminal(ised) Other (London: Sage, 1998).

14 Collier, op cit., p.15.

15  C. Smart, "Feminist Approaches to Criminology or Postmodern Woman Meets Atavistic
Man," in L. Gelsthorpe and A. Morris ed., Feminist Perspectives in Criminology (Milton
Keynes: Open University Press, 1990), p.80.
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ways in which the criminal justice system has treated men and women
differently, it did not analyse the ways in which the criminal justice system
itself has contributed to the construction and fixing of gender identities in the
first place. In this sense, “proper” notions of femininity and masculinity have
been in part derived over time from the assumptions of police officers, of juries,
of judges who have been concerned to identify and to punish transgressions of
various kinds. Gender analysis should not simply focus on the ways in which
these penal agencies have treated men and women differently. Rather, it should
allow us to show how these agencies have helped to construct and to stabilise
the very gender identities which they have then policed and punished.

Historical (and social scientific) research which foregrounds gender
analysis can only benefit from such an approach which moves beyond an
investigation of the relationships between men, women and social structures in
the past to look instead at how social structures and social practices help to
define and to give meaning to what it is to be a “man” or a “woman” in a
particular time and space. Viewing identities as historical productions rather
than as being in any way intrinsic, self-evident or fixed is certainly opening a
new chapter in “gender history”.16

In the light of this, it is interesting to consider one reason why women and
girls might historically have occupied a problematic position within the modern
criminal justice system in Britain (and the West). From the late 19th century
onwards that system was characterised by a drive to differentiate between types
of offender, and to make special provision for the punishment and rehabilitation
of these different types of people. Yet although the physical body of the
offender become much more central to penal judgement, not all bodies could be

equally accommodated within judicial practice. In my view, the legal system

16  J.W. Scott {ed), Feminism and History (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press,
1996), Introduction. See also D. Riley 'Am I that Name?' Feminism and the Category of
'Women' in History (London: Macmillan, 1988).
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could accommodate the specificity of bodies as part of explanations for
deviance, but it could not so easily accommodate certain bodies within its
spatial strategies for the reform of deviance.

The body of the offender became central in court if the characteristics of
that body were held to be responsible for lapses of reason, for lapses of
judgement. This is familiar to those who work on girls and women and the law
(the disorder of puberty, of hormonal imbalance, of pre-menstrual tension, of
post-natal depression etc). However, it should also be familiar to those who
work on boys and men and the law. The crimes of the adolescent boy, the mad
man, the homosexual man, the brutish and uncivilised man (who battered,
assaulted and raped), were also increasingly explained in terms of pathological
composition and somatic constitution (excess energy, the instability of
adolescence, angry and violent dispositions etc). But while sexed male bodies
are as important as sexed female bodies, I think it is true to say that gender is
still a very important variable here: arguably, female bodies always matter,
whereas male bodies only matter some of the time, and in certain cases. The
apparent excesses or defects of male physicality are only used as an
explanations for certain kinds of law-breaking by certain kinds of men. The
law's famous “reasonable man” is a man who is unencumbered by his body, a
man who has made the move from nature into culture.

So bodies could be accommodated as part of explanations of actions. But
integrating these bodies into reform strategies was less straightforward. Some
disorderly bodies would not fit into orderly spaces. The effect of this was that
numbers of women and girls were identified as having special needs of some
kind due to aspects of their physical nature (pregnancy, sexual deviance, sexual
infection, mental weakness), but were unable to be placed in special judicial
spaces for a number of reasons: because of their low numbers relative to
mainstream male offenders; because of the cost of making special provision for

a minority group; and because of the broader belief that they were simply not
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suited to state-based penal reform and would be more appropriately dealt with
in the private rescue sector. Thus, women and girls' status as “difficult” within
the legal system was in part derived from the fact that many of them could not
easily be placed within the penal spaces created by the judicial reformers from
the late-19th century onwards.

In conclusion, gender analysis in this field allows us to greatly enlarge our
vision of social order and social disorder. The aim here is not to provide a new,
more accurate metanarrative, but to show how dynamics of gender, power and
penality work in specific times, spaces and places, and to show how these are
constantly contested. In the light of such analysis, criminology's traditional aim
of diagnosing and eradicating crime must be challenged. Criminology as a
discipline may not survive the challenge, but that is less important than the
crucial need to revitalise the study of past and present constructions of deviance
and the need to re-invigorate worn-out social policy perceptions of crime,

disaffection and exclusion.
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MR thB2ETBEMIIE - B 1773 £H1E “vroedmeesteres”HISERT » fLETHITE
R A ES - MuBRER Neeltje van Putten JRYESLIEH T - 5 1783 FIE HLTRAT -
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A A EF O ZATHREIKE RN EHREEERN Mmne
du Coudray - HE[¥f Coudray B4 S & ERAY-E Nina Pattner Gelbart8
R 1998 FEHREY The King’s Midwife: A History and Mystery of Madame Du
Coudray - B4F 1993 ££ » Gelbart FEfY ( EERFRE) » B{F T “Midwife to
a nation: Mme du Coundray serves France” » 5%30#F Coudray B9 " BhEETHE
B iR o AEH IR ARG RO E{S: - AR B LR ROIRMERR o T (B EMEL)
RIEREVERCBE LT - ER—T %17 Coudray BLE HERIEEHAGHE
BET EEENEGL——EREER  T2BRBEE/ A HEE

st o
BCORIFERES - BT BRI RS - + A\ RSB BB E £
e B E CEt A T BT T - BN T &

BE F U EROCEEFRIEN - B —BEES Ui T R R
FERIIRE] - LR > BTERESADE - EEERBUT AL EFEHT
REGR - BRI R - RAEENBREAREE  EPREFIERN
B EE - 1759 F 1783 4EfE] » Coudray # Mme Le Boursier 2 % » &EFE
P& ST T2 an o A B A FE B A T 0 BUIL T — AR SRS - DL
B8 AR BRI EE 22 - iR 2 BN G R R 2R - FT 1780 (8 ith
RBAE (2R EEEH =72 " - Coudray WFI-FIHE&ER - /&—FA -
ML H MR SETTE S I MERMARAY) » BEMBUAEE -
B NI ZHR EH BET 0 R FHSER - % - 55T
HE - REEENREE R F T (Wilson, 1995, p. 5) -

BRI ERBAE T/ AR EES LR BN RERNER S
TEI % > HC o (A E R 0 R R i KR B3R 53 14 B E - (man-
midwife/accoucheur/obsterician)yHFH o

8 Nina Pattner Gelbart HEjR &1 Occidental BRI F 53  HHE Feminine and
Opposition Journalism in Old Regime France: “Le Journal des Damel759-1778s,”
(Berkeley: University of California Press, California, 1987).
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S MAEFIFHAE L

/A HEACHTHARTRIBRCN » SRR — Rt g1 - MIERETR - 8
Y Bl EE i (midwifery) Y EIEAE LI R TRV EE - ERIIARETH
fEFF - SRR 7RS4 ( Loudon, 1993, pp. 1050) -

LEHPARA AFMEFXENN4LELR - WFIR T H)RIEFK
B KRR B AE AR R AW TR B R &
B ZEMNARTEBRGMHDE—M@FETHEZA E(Loudon,
1992, p. 166) -
B BT ARt T 1 /(M ACRTR L R E E A EEER - RAE
i 2 T AR S PE (obstructed  delivery) BF¥ & HOR B MEPASEEEBIME - HE 7+
JUHAL » HIR T BRI ERE — T BE L, o EEBMHRAER
BIELWTY]  B—REFEREE - GHFEREE T —EMAEE
F K BAR—RTIRBIENT - H s 4RA - Willlam Smellie(1697-1763)
’ William Hunter(1718-83) » 5 Thomas Denman (1733-1815) » SHf@:E RS
B " ERIE A | (revolution in obstetrics) (Wilson, 1995, p. 1) - L% » BHHEZ
BEET A TS R MRS THE - BBhELRRENA - (HERZE T
MEFERRPI B - LAY —ERED Tt s - ik B4
—HF AR B E LR

ETRERN R AR AR ? FEREE L FEERA— » Adrian Wilson
AR B LR ETT & ~ BUs RCIRE T2 EFREE - (B
ET)y —FrHRE BB FN AR EEARNEE - i ZEBEAEE
Ze & 1660 £ 1770 fRYRE ( EERMBCHE) - 2FBIEERS - (—)
ER T RERE () RmENRIEIBEE L (=) Whig # F1 Tory ERY
BEhEL (W) BYERBEE LS - X EREFLIT SEME - Bt

9 William Smellie (1697-1763 - #THgF]) - SRIZBIERIBEL - EERMNITE - +F > 2k
EMBLUNERITEHIRE L BB L - R T E ERMSIBERH 8RS
AR EIR B R - HTIS )G 3R — R $Hf (forceps) » (B BRAAZAE T 5 HRH]
By > A (RIER) (17549 R (BEMREREER) (1752-1764) -
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B VEMELE ? B H O EAER S B R TE—IR 2
R S B EIE TR AR IR B RS R E ©? Fri B A
il B M TR BRI 7 HAER T LI B B R 4
TERIBRSEAR 7 G R e R R R 7 BEBIREERIIE © Wilson 1Y
WENAE=  B5— SHBEEHR TRt EE » HHEEEEENE
MEEH L ZFTEE BN - RILUWEBN R IE TRE - 5= - HE
BEEE /MR EBMAREEN SR TIER G MIERETEES - 5
= AR NI AR M SRR B R E M EEIE it
TIESBEERREAN

LUFRITE =05 E2R TN Wilson Ji R R 2235 5 5 14 Bh EE Al LR A B
(—) TEHIEHR, NER

1740 1% - BEEBENTCA REVES—C I RIB B B E > 7%
WHTERE A TE SR - HERF R E SR IE R EEEE (1S 15
MEEREAMAT{E PG T 2R - B $(vectis){37E John Bamber ] Starkey
Middleton FHH%{H ; {H Deventer 841k ( & FaTem) FIEF(flle) BB K
RAG - BUHECHAREFESSHEN S - B2 (emergency calls)R]
DATES/ NN TERK - A EE B RERY R M (onset calls) VB 3 B 3538 -
FE# Rl - HEMBERAKEERETFMHIR - &5 K AR ERE
B AR T E - GRBIEMEGRFCD S &2 J|EgEE

R EREFTNERTRMEESEEREAF » BEENIRTES
AR ERAIELE  —RUEEENARSHEREE - EHFHXBEHBRESHE
M » Deventer HEE ¥ {4258 s 22 HER MR 0 ( B(THSL/E M advance calls) >
FESIBAZE R A SRR Ll =FF - EH] 1760 A » EBEATRRETN R T 85T
W - EEA Faflo - BRI E )8 FAEERIEESR man-midwife 2KH
MREER N FIRPAERS - —EEfAREENER BRI E
i =(Wilson, 1995, pp. 161-164) -

BT 51 BhE T Rean iR/ \ A B B R 2 SR B2 - B RIS
B H PRI R (Moscucei, 1990, pp. 50-51) » DIF 225 # B BN 7E 1 BLEE
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EERE - KSTBEEEN TYRAT ) (fashion) B, T EESH ) HURAB(Wilson, p.3) > 4>
2 F AR Bl (medicalization) HIE KRR - L R F EHELE -
EENBIEESR - KEN  MBEBELRIFSHRAEE (Moscucci,
1990, pp. 50-51) - {RBAEEHE A /3 ERKE - B T RfT ) BUERE © &5
HRERE  BEEEMEMG X EZREMITHRERE 54 LRB R T
PANENES - A RE - REE - FEE—H - MERTREEGrRE
(aping the quality) » % T /&t & - {H Wilson 5 > EHRNBEEREE TH
EEENSEER | LHEEBERNMBER ? UM FEEME T 5
T4 BhEE TR KT (Wilson, p. 3) ?

ERESNRE T ERBSEMNMEARK " HEYRN
(craniotomy) ;| HEF A[E » M@ T RAR ¥ surgeon-accoucheur (4FLEf
EL) HARESR - EfRNTEitiCvse i - Al —EHRHEE—
Chamberlen KIEFEMALE » +/\HACHEG L MBEE - HEEAIE
E 1730 SR # B - LI EE SR BAMRF R 68 53 M B 2 i B RE R T Y
RE PP _BENF LEHES  —REBERMAS - EHEBEBE
MEEAFERER  EEFEHHEE T 2 E R (lying-in room) T IR #
(Radeliffe, 1967, p. 30)- ¥ff2 iz 175 » Wilson ELE{hE Al & L BE - 28 H -
40fE] Margaret Versluysen FREHZER) : TA M2 A AV HOBEL S CETFEAES
BMEZ CHRARZTIHMEARNAKAEN LR ERZ —EHEHR %
IR F A TREHE A BUE William Hunter 75 SCAHsE I ESH
Wilson #—4BRER - tNERESRAR T EEHEN B EBEMBEEETRE
B IRMTRR AT AR RE 55 Bl 2 -y BER B EE SR AV (Wilson, 1995, p. 3) ?
Moscucci IRRBERAVEIE A WEMRE © 55— ERSMERIIEEILE
BEEH - fla0 -+t LB E £ Percivall Willughby(1596-1685) 7%

10 SEHHEBREREEH BEhrenreich & D. English, Witches, Midwives and Nurses: a
History of Women Healers (New York: Ferminist Press, 1973); S. Kitzinger & J. Davis,
eds., The Place of Birth (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978); S. Kitzinger, Birth at
Home (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979); N. Leap & B. Hunter, The midwifery’s tale:
An Oral History of Childbirth in the Twentieth Century (London: Scarlet Press, 1993).



REBEIBEPEL  FNEACRRNE T RAEHEENEE 233

Observations in Midwifery —&h » Gk BRMEREE 228 A A SR
ERIETE | TSI i (crotchet) - FREFANLEL - BUEIRT
BIHAAHREEERRNE - BAASEESEREREN ? £ 2%
HI8E k5t Wilson FREBESHS —SLE LN FEHETRENRE K
(Moscucci, 1990, pp. 47-48) -

(=) BEERCE - BRUHBNRS

MEBGAABEMAELE » 5 A 15 T Chamberlen XK JK (Peter
Chamberlen, 1560-1631 ; " Hugh Chamberlen, 1630-43 1720 ) » Wilson S {
PEHH T BT O B BRI E B IR - T B RE—EEE R
FRIMAEE © BRI B SR BRI B BUA - FECLEE T
B4 o EERBEOIT A DR S e G R L R 89 B B E A B R
EsH -

7 1720 ] 1740 £ - BB HEBIE L5 E " Tory ERYESHER
B 2 f7 Whig B Deventer £ H - EFRF@BCEFTEE “Deventerians”
BIR - AR — LR R AR B4 Hendrik van Deventer(1651-1724)E &
(B ERT B > Deventer FIBHEMEIESRIEHMBRRE - HEEEARS
SRR - MfSERBGARE - ABIKEHE S - Deventer —J7TH
[REHEST ) B—HEWEE AN - thFREEERTENERNE X 5K
ek DUSHNHE - 12—B04 > Deventer MRS HH BN HEMHNE
IE Whig ¥ - ILYRAVBIEEIF] Whig BHBUARR —ERERGE /UK

11 BER Percivall Willughby fFF%% Wilson 72 1997 89— B s 30 P BEAFMIRIEERT & “A
Memorial of Eleanor Willughby, A Seventeenth-Century Medicine” (Hunter, 1997), pp.
138-177.

12 ESSRES4E > HENER  ZBERE  RSEFLNBIEL - BRAN 1630 £H
BHEESH - (AN RAR  LEATCBREREFN - @R EEEMT —HREHE-HNEE
BhEE -

13 EREHEL HeREHF  HFERERJPEMTAEES  FREHE MY
EERNE - BESH SR —ERRA RIS FI R MIES P DUAESH AR A
1670 4F » #I7E IR S EFE T 2SS BIBUT - RIEHT 3800 3% - (EREK
BEMSEMERTRARRE - 1672 £ WEERELRANBEEERNIESR
EERREN > HERRKABERNBARESE S FZA -
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thEE - EESHMIBR 1A K 2 FE Tory iR KB SENMEW AF R
INEWEEBBOE EHGESI R B ESH M A AR TTRE - RIS &P
ST IR Tory EHIBHZEEE FTHERT - MIRAYZEEZ * Deventer IR A%
EARIERL » RSB (advance call/onset cal )AL - HATELE
FES5 %8 5 1 Tory YR HIMMEE 2 {H 14 (emergency call) -

BT BUATLIS IS | S Bt BB R 4 BEMBIE LA
RAEBSGHRET - BEGERB MRS MR KR ? &R -
B E A A BRI S AN A AR - TAEFESE ? R
1B % Wilson LR EIFEIREEALERT « Nl EEERIKE » B
L] 0 BTS2 B — i B B 1l B AL — E A 1 S BB T Y IET > John
Douglas g2 —EEF - (B SO R 2 ESHRE FH © MR B B E
+ o RATELEARIBATE TR A 2 - T SCEHEE FHEE S 2 Wilson WURRFEE -
AT T BB TR HAREE - Mg » ML ERagEs
TGha - SRR EMEREESCH, - AR — H AR AR R  —BE
SHROKR B - SR BT TR A 8 2 B A 1S 32 B Bk (Wilson, pp. 110-
118)

AR - /A AR IE B BT LR - TR B
BIMRIRH NS - TEEHT SHZARET » HEE SR i
FIBUE ~ SREOLE R MR 7 RS EHERIR -

(=) #HEHXERHIR

BN EMEFE » I E A R R B B8 M B 2 i B AT g 2
Wilson 55— {EHE B HEIR - Al5 fLBFFROEILE - NB LEitgR
22 5B 1 Bl EE AR K R ALY -

e — & RRE B 1 /\ A P BERY B B 3R T — R ~ URAT
HY ~ BERE BTRY ~ IR 21 22 Ak ( female culture) sl 201374k (the culture of the
ladies) » BIAl : M FERVEES - FNEBIERE - ZHERIEROREL -
KEAPRBIHE - 5& S s HUR T AR o A S S LML - ERMEAL
R — B NI ERAEEE - CRT T EEEEE R DR -
FEE -~ FElm R AR R IR A/ INE T B (gossips) AN 4 B30k AT
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(A A M SR A T 7 > — BT St s b - SRR L
LRI - & H PSR e E SRS — R h E TR - TR0
ARG RS E R LR EEE - - B MRTERES > BEEE HER
BRERTDHMR - BHE L Wm%a%+ﬂﬁﬁ¢§%%l—mtﬁm
R AR 1Bl BN
PAAHEHE - %@%Fﬁ%ﬁﬁTﬁﬁ% ﬁi%%ﬁ% {EHE - SR
£ EESR Wilson HE4 T LA THRATER o ARRESS MEBD AR RIVRRIERI A E
HER L MRARAE THITHR ) RBPREEE - T EE > fER
MR B R RAEHT o M s IRAS | - S RERRAR T 3RTT ) YA AT,
FREUPEMRLENE T - TWRIT ) REET IS T i he S
PR AR o ARG ISR - BRI LR — RN B A
(Wilson, 1995, pp. 185-192) -

#Z > Wilson SRE MR - MIFWMEBAL - DL E
P R SR ) R HRRIE S - R RER R R R Ry
e o FEBAEREIE A R EIE L - FEUMB SRR > ezt
BRWEER - 552 0 BIEEMHERESE AR T EIER - A
REISE " AvE R, -

B Wilson RS IE#ERR > fUFTIRIRAYRIT IR/ \ihh s aE T & & ith
B LM AR RS R BRI ERE (B C B B E R B
FKRERAR > DIPREE fF%%jt5E¥§T§f§Eﬁi§E§J€ BHEEERE - B
BB 57 Irvine Loudon 3 Wilson HIZRFERHIRF R R8E - B %8 » 12
15 Wilson & 5 P BHEE M PUE R AR RIS _E B 2SR - ARAFRAE

T TWEHE WRE MRT THREEMAG ) - Loudon FEAHIIUERD
SRZ > ERFRMBEEEEEBR - WP RER /U IR R R
(BanfEs|es ) BB EEIER - M Wilson BIREMIG+ /U HHACE
BB R HRERAEST - RIIL > Loudon FRES S MRS AIRRATES F E F 18
PETHI L R R A R AT — THE RN A -

14 Irvine Loudon 93 {E ¥ SR 7e -+ /L AT LASREE /T HI R 2 ATSE C R BAR -
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HR - IR#R Wilson RYEE SR - B HBIEMESH K E RN G L —
—ETFRIEK - fERE Wilson FERLHHERIRLEST IR - BEH -
MERFESEE  MIEEHLM - Wilson R EEELIEZ MK
FHERBENRERLHEEREENTE  DUENMRRRESE—A
BHAHEE (surgeon-apothecaries) R F 7 BB 1  Loudon FUA535 1B F21H
ANATBUFRIRRE - (HIERRAKEGRRST - T SBATRENE - #tE
BIEBEMHISEHAEE R E 2 M EMFE - A M L
R - IR AFIRES S R BIEER AL - I+ /40 & A FE B Sarch
Stone FTEEEIRER S - E#iFY 1730 F£{XF] Bristol BF » A1 : M 8 FFR
BHEE S TEF/ BB E (barber-surgeon) Sl » A LS — (5%
BIEL - ) ERREF R EEEE TS EBEN AN | TERE%E
I HERIRR - HiL - BUBENEEN TR —EENARHAEEE
BENR R | RHR A T R - $HEMTT S - MRS R e
MEEE |, BEL2H84E - T B AR B E 17 855 E#5 (loudon,
1996, pp. 513-514) -

Ex1% > Loudon 5855 M BHEMMIRA F LR EENRZE  EFf5R
—ANE] o BIAN - EWIERZE RS RIS AT B R R
FISE N LUK BB 75 F AR IhERR T 2o i 2 B 5 - M aEgan -
HIREH MBS A - 5N E R IE R B Frr e 248
o BHRMBELRE RN AEETIESBI AR RAE ST » SR aTReEE
FELHETRIBE - ELMERBEE T BENERSERN - BT
AIRER AL ST B UH Y 5B B EE i 3R (Loudon, 1996, pp. 514-515) -
Loudon &2 Wilson HIERERIFEET R T » FATA AR Loudon B BRI Fé%
REEEHER - MRBTHSHEE HE > ERHERIERERRS - B
HREERIBEER MBI S B E LSRR » DRI
M EENER -

BEFENE - (B > (BUBEN) B2 RS MAaE
FERARIRERF » — AR B 2 EEE - ¢ Wilson BIEHIRES - BHH
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TN R TR, » RS E AR AT - B
a0 - FEER BB ENE SR E R E AR ? BES L - Bk
Bl BB E MR ARENRELCRFEREER 7 SR AHaN
F? BREFEER LHEBRR ? BETE - MBLUE RS BE 15
it ? L EHEERHRFTAIME -

WBE BT EERHTE T EREE ) LHRNER

BT T Ar SR | BRREEER o B BIRRSE AR R AT 2 F
Wi - BEREE SR RENESTS - TERS BRI EE - #
EHBTADERE - BECERERNE - RERTEEHE  EHEE
PEARBET BB L FVHERRS © (BB AR RS - Q4B ML
B « ()M B - (MRS - REANFENEAE
S ch R S T G | SRR TS 7 BfPIAT RO v R R
BRWSERE  B—  BRFRHENS @ LR ASEA LHERHE
BB T 0 SRR S I ELA S AR R
R IH 5 558 2 o 5 P R 2, (Foucaultians)H 52 {50 B T R 20 e 38
BB > 1 R R R R E I - B SESAEFBIRILL T
SR/ - KASAIE « A/ ) HNE SRR T e SR B 7 3
RIS - BB PTEHES: o B A B B O TR R R R B
SEREL LIRS - RS E N R BRI R E R RR -

15 fla0 - BSEENSE RIS AR HERAT The Midwives of Seventeenth-Century London »
#t 2 Doreen Evenden EMIIARKBEEEN—AHFE -

16 {40 Charlotte Furth 3 -4 56— 4 B b IS FUBR AR B 4 BUBHRATBIZE - L 1999
ERIHEHREIEE 4 Flourshing Yin: Gender in China’s Medical History, 960-1665 > B &
EAFENREE FRBETSREBRIENATIFBHET -

7 sxapEres (ERTEY TERIHEER, SERERY) T EhEn
ey o MEEFFHIRYES SR -

18 sz A EHYRFZEELE - B Dorothy Porter, “The Mission of Social History of Medicine: An
Historical View,” in The Society for the Social History of Medicine (1995).
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FERBIR - ARHEREE A IR R MARE IR » 5 Rm R RS
FRBAME ARG T AP T2 BRI D 1T E R AR 8 -

B SRIEERCRE - M T RIS | B HENEsRE
RH3E SR IR SE  BF( | - KBS b7EBAYE ( Victoria Case ~ Charlotte Furth -
Christopher Cullen ~ 2HZ  KER - B—37) » DD REER (24
) kHBEEE OFEH) - WRIBASLUERELE 3L - RS
F o DR ENEEYE L (g ) ERBBESE GRBUH) - 5%
AT IR SRR - BEARES TR SR R R R o o
RHE TR & - TR BB > A = AR B
Al T EREEERETENBEBE L BE22 28 - fla] : /65
EEATEECR - FWRR L RNE4 - TR R - ERE
BERNEEAPERIZ SR DERPE 2 )\ 0 5 B BN & Bl 7 B8
BHGEE - HEEAE B CRG > KRS ER » 2 =38
B AR REPE > R 2= BIRROE T B A R R )
NE ? AFERE—S 0T - AL BERBIERTER 5T/ LK
R PREBEMERCHI BB ER L - FInNE T EBERE
SRR E B - BRI T B R A R B 2 B B A0S B 7
SRR E  FREABEZE R EZIERNERE ? BE AT EY
AR ? EEEMNB S EITERE ? & S0 0T s Bt
BT ? it & KRB E + R ERMS T A M S e A 2] 2 A
TP BEI R SRR R VRS - BR1RA LTSS BIE 20 R ER B I
EHERKAH A GBI ERE > W REEIE S EMSENAE AR
i - IEIH: ZZDH FEHETE TR LA R R - FIRF SRR R B8
s ERIFE T 2R | SRR A R RE

11

MRl - ERRESEL T4 0HA - REEH - 1960 F 1973 EQERRFELE
BREREHEL B 9B FREBREFE RARYELRBIHEBRFXT »
ETRUEB-1993 FELARE LML RS MR OERE TEHEHRRORERE
BEANT > B RERET LR N AR RES -
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