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Joseon Confucians’ “Chinese Identity”: A New Interpretation
Kang Jieun’

Abstract

In the early twentieth century, when the nation’s existence was in peril,
Korean intellectuals worked to strengthen national identity, and Joseon
Confucian scholars came under special attack for regarding Chinese identity
as an honor. Intellectuals charged that Joseon Confucian scholars possessed
only a weak sense of national identity. Critics claimed that their
inappropriate Chinese identification weakened national coherence and
brought about the fall of the nation. However, through my analysis of Joseon
Confucians’ statements about inheriting Chinese culture, | have determined
that Joseon Confucians’ Chinese identification was not conflict with their
Korean national identity. Based on Joseon Confucians’ own ideas, Joseon
was basically considered to be within the “All-under-Heaven” (Tianxia)
world with China at the center, and Joseon Confucians could be proud of
themselves after they internalized Chinese culture and took on the task of
continuing the Daotong. | illustrate that integration with the cultural and
racial examples of Jizi and Tanjun. However, ultimately Tianxia thought
was replaced by the ideal of the sovereign nation under the influence of
modern nationalism by the colonial era.

Keywords: Chinese identity, Joseon Confucianism, Tianxia thought,

nationalism
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