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The Construction of Female
Discourse in the Three Principles
ot the People

Chi-an Weng®

Abstract

This article aims on theoretically reviewing the
construction progress of female discourse within the Three
Principles of the People by text analysis. Throughout the
intellectual history, the discussion on female or gender
issues could not be found in Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s original
statement. Gender equality was mentioned only in collective
consensus of Kuomintang such as policy orientation,
manifesto and regulation. Announcement inferred under
such collective and universal perspective is apparently
theoretically incomplete and immature. Nonetheless, the
Three Principles of the People became the origin and
guideline for laws and decrees after Kuomintang came into
power. Thus the Kuomintang fellows and feminists
confronted a challenge to extend and develop a theoretical
foundation for female-related legislation.

In the process of expanding and interpreting, gender

Postdoctoral Researcher, Research Center for Digital Humanities, National

Taiwan University.
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difference was ignored while female rights and obligations
were confined under a collective viewpoint. In addition, the
maternity ideas within traditional concept were merged into
the Three Principles of the People, which declared women’s
household responsibilities. It allowed the Three Principles of
the People and the traditional concepts being theoretically
supportive to each other. The collective consensus and
maternity concept therefore turned into a firm ground for
discussion and propaganda against the Communists. In
consequence, policies and legislations could be adjusted for
implement at emergency circumstances, including the
Second Sino-Japanese War and general mobilization, and

later the anti-communist and anti-Soviet Union phase.

Key Words: The Three Principles of the People, female
discourse, maternity, collective viewpoint
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