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Female voice, Female body,
Androgyny:
The Representation of Female
Same-Sex Desire
in Old Shanghai Popular Music

Fang-yi Hung

Abstract

Under the impact of diverse ideological trends, discussions about gender issues
were abundant and tumultuous both prior to and subsequent to the May Fourth
Movement. Most studies have focused on the role, status, and emancipation of
women, but have neglected the topics of androgyny, gender reversal, and same-sex
love/desire, which also drew attention from May Fourth intellectuals and aroused
much controversy. This paper attempts to complement previous research with a new
object of study, Shanghai popular music. This music was popularized by an
intellectual who was also a musician, Jin-hui Li, at the end of 1920s, and carried
cultural meaning by the use of accessible language and music.

This paper is divided into three parts: the first two concern the female body,
and the third probes into female voice, which went beyond “normal” “male-female”

affection and desire. The author attempts to scrutinize different point of views
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regarding these debates among the intellectual community, explore the images of
androgyny and female same-sex love with a pictorial newspaper, Bei-yang Pictorial
News (4=VE ! ¥§), and observe how the Shanghai popular music represented
female same-sex desire. These songs had various styles, high visibility, and strong
emotions both in their lyrics and their music, and their numbers were more than just
a few Thus I conclude that these female voices redefined the acceptability of female
same-sex love/desire among the Chinese population and re-delineate the landscape

during that particular time period.

Key Words: Shanghai popular music, female same-sex love, androgyny





