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Reality and Representation:
The Specially Appointed High Envoy of the Nationalist
Government and the Recognition of the 14th Dalai Lama

Zhu Li-shuang*

Abstract

This paper attempts to give, on the basis of newly-found sources, a more
detailed historical narrative of a long series of tripartite negotiations, first on
the travel arrangements to Lhasa of a divine boy, recognized as the
reincarnation of his predecessor, the 13th Dalai Lama, and then on the
official rituals to be conducted to confer on him the recognition of his
spiritual leadership. Scarcely had the report that the boy-incarnate had been
found in Amdo, Qinghai, a province under the complete control of the
Muslim warlord Ma Bufang, circulated early in 1938 when Tibet, the
Nationalist government, and Qinghai local authorities began playing a
complex game to take advantage of the situation to achieve their calculated
ends. Tibet needed the divine boy, and moreover to vindicate Tibet’s own
rights, wanted to officially enthrone him as the 14th Dalai Lama without the
intervention of other authorities. = Ma Bufang refused to let the
boy-incarnate be escorted out of Qinghai to Lhasa without payment of a large
sum of money. The Nationalist government, having moved to Chongging,
Sichuan Province, because of the Japanese invasion (1937-1945), wanted to
use the opportunity to assert its sovereign authority over Tibet by reference
to the established model of the Qing dynasty. But, due to the weak position
of the Nationalist government during the Sino-Japanese war, Wu Zhongxin,
the chairman of the Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs Commission, and other
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the chairman of the Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs Commission, and other
Nationalist officials in Lhasa had to take great pains to have the recognition
and installation ceremonies of the 14th Dalai Lama performed in accordance
with the Qing precedents. They engaged in a series of difficult negotiations
with the Tibetan senior spiritual and administrative officials. They
attempted to portray their activities in a manner that suggested China still
exercised sovereignty over the Lhasa authorities.  The substantial
discrepancy between what was happening in reality and what was chosen to
be represented in their official reports and public accounts makes it more
difficult to explore the already complicated relations between Republican
China and Tibet.

Keywords: Dalai Lama, recognition, Nationalist government, Wu

Zhongxin





