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Shanghai by Night and Day (Shanghai: Shanghai Mercury, Limited, around 1914), p. 106.

W. Feldwick, ed., Present Day Impressions of the Far East and Prominent & Progressive Chinese at

Home and Abroad (London: The Globe Encyclopedia Co., 1917), p. 319.

F. L. Hawks Pott, 4 Short History of Shanghai: Being an Account of the Growth and Development of

the International Settlement (Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1928), p. 83.

Arnold Wright, ed., Twentieth Century Impressions of Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Other Treaty Ports

of China: Their History, People, Commerce, Industries and Resources (London: Lloyd’s Greater
Britain Publishing Company, 1908), p. 499.
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George Lanning, The History of Shanghai (Shanghai: For the Shanghai Municipal Council by Kelly

& Walsh, Limited, 1921), p. 296.
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lz F. L. Hawks Pott, A Short History of Shanghai, p. 83.

Shanghai Recreation Fund, History of the Shanghai Recreation Fund, from 1860-1882: With an
Account of the Shanghai Driving Course of 1862 (now the Bubbling Well Road) and of the Public
Garden (Shanghai: Celestial Empire Office, 1882), pp. 1-6.

Shanghai Recreation Fund, History of the Shanghai Recreation Fund, pp. 6-18 ; t¥gHE e (LA
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George Lanning, The History of Shanghai, p. 431; F. L. Hawks Pott, A Short History of Shanghai, p.
83.
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¥ U001-03-00152, Shanghai Recreation Fund Annual Reports, 1920-1930.

¥ iE U001-03-00462, Stirling Fessenden to Edwin S. Cunningham, 28 July 1925.

e Ti4E U001-04-03470, G. Godfrey Phillips to W. S. King, 19 April 1937.

¥ HifE U001-04-03470, The Foreign Recreation Ground (Under Japanese Military Control),
[1942].
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" “Shanghai Race Club Disbursements,” North China Herald (hereafter NCH), 25 June 1927, p. 561.

“Shanghai Race Club Gifts,” NCH, 15 Dec. 1928, p. 449; “Shanghai Race Club,” NCH, 8 June 1929,
p. 393; “Shanghai Race Club Charities,” NCH, 14 Dec. 1929, p. 449; “Race Club Charities,” NCH,
20 May 1930, p. 315; “Shanghai Race Club,” NCH, 2 June 1931, p. 308; “The Race Club Charities,”
NCH, 1 Dec. 1931, p. 309; “Race Club Charities,” NCH, 31 May 1932, p. 346; “Shanghai Race
Club,” NCH, 14 Dec. 1932, p. 417; “Race Club Gifts,” NCH, 14 June 1933, p. 428.
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Arnold Wright, ed., Twentieth Century Impressions of Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Other Treaty Ports
of China, p. 498.

W. Feldwick, ed., Present Day Impressions of the Far East and Prominent & Progressive Chinese at
Home and Abroad, p. 319.
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Robert Blake, Jardine Matheson: Traders of the Far East (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1999),
p. 248.
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FigTHE Q006-08-03857 » Stewards of Shanghai Race Club to Issen Tsiang, 29 April 1947.
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Geoffrey Jones, eds., British Business in Asia since 1860 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1989), pp. 213-214.

Thomas N. Thompson, China's Nationalization of Foreign Firms, pp. 14-15.

Thomas N. Thompson, China’s Nationalization of Foreign Firms, pp. 19-60.
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From Race Course to People’s Square:
Remapping the Shanghai Recreation Ground, 1946-1951

Ning Jennifer Chang

Abstract

This paper examines the Nationalist and Communist regimes’ efforts to
acquire the Shanghai Racecourse after World War II. The Racecourse,
comprising a 71-acre Recreation Ground and the surrounding 16-acre race
track, was purchased and managed by heads of British firms as a sporting
facility for the foreign community. It had long been regarded as one of the
symbols of imperialism in Shanghai, and horse racing a ruse to seduce the
Chinese into gambling. Under the auspices of the foreign-controlled
Shanghai Municipal Council of the International Settlement, the Racecourse
managed to remain outside the purview of the Chinese administration for
more than three quarters of a century. However, the Settlement was handed
over to the Chinese in 1943. After the war, the Shanghai Municipal
Council was gone and so were Britain’s gunboat policies. The Nationalist
municipality, led by Mayor Wu Guozhen (K. C. Wu), thus started a
campaign to acquire the Racecourse, a campaign continued by the
Communist-run municipality after 1949. In 1951 the acquisition was
finally completed and the area was transformed into what we know today as
People’s Square and People’s Park.

It is generally considered that 1949, the year of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, was a turning point for foreign businesses in
China, as the new “revolutionary” Communist government soon adopted

Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica

-135-



EREHAZEMET] B/ U

-136-

measures forcing them to leave. By focusing on the acquisition of the
Shanghai Racecourse, this paper argues that the real watershed for foreign
institutions in Shanghai in particular and in China in general should be seen
in broader terms: the recovery of the International Settlement by the Chinese
in 1943 and the erosion of British power and influence throughout Asia after
World War II. The situation steadily worsened for foreigners and finally
reached the final stage in the 1950s. Continuity across 1949 itself,
however, was particularly obvious in two ways. First, was the consistency
of the Nationalist and Communist regimes’ strategy in the acquisition
campaign. Both regimes used similar populist language and moralistic
discussions of imperialists and their rotten “gambling” institution, thus
revealing many of the same assumptions about the prerogatives of
imperialism and sovereignty. And second, was the assembling of materials
to create a myth of imperialist thievery, which also straddled 1949.
Beginning in 1946 both the media and government officials made great
efforts in digging out anecdotes, hearsay, and records about how the
foreigners had obtained the land illegally. These bits and pieces of
information were put together to finally become a plausible story in the
1950s. It was then quoted repeatedly by wenshi ziliao (cultural and
historical materials) and formed a myth about the Racecourse that still
flourishes today.

Keywords: Shanghai Racecourse, Nationalist regime, Communist

regime, continuity before and after 1949



