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measures forcing them to leave. By focusing on the acquisition of the
Shanghai Racecourse, this paper argues that the real watershed for foreign
institutions in Shanghai in particular and in China in general should be seen
in broader terms: the recovery of the International Settlement by the Chinese
in 1943 and the erosion of British power and influence throughout Asia after
World War II. The situation steadily worsened for foreigners and finally
reached the final stage in the 1950s. Continuity across 1949 itself,
however, was particularly obvious in two ways. First, was the consistency
of the Nationalist and Communist regimes’ strategy in the acquisition
campaign. Both regimes used similar populist language and moralistic
discussions of imperialists and their rotten “gambling” institution, thus
revealing many of the same assumptions about the prerogatives of
imperialism and sovereignty. And second, was the assembling of materials
to create a myth of imperialist thievery, which also straddled 1949.
Beginning in 1946 both the media and government officials made great
efforts in digging out anecdotes, hearsay, and records about how the
foreigners had obtained the land illegally. These bits and pieces of
information were put together to finally become a plausible story in the
1950s. It was then quoted repeatedly by wenshi ziliao (cultural and
historical materials) and formed a myth about the Racecourse that still
flourishes today.

Keywords: Shanghai Racecourse, Nationalist regime, Communist

regime, continuity before and after 1949
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Chinese Taxation of the Urban Private Sector in the Early
1950s: An Examination of Tianjin and Shanghai

Chen Yung-fa*

Abstract

In the early 1950s, the People’s Republic of China managed to collect a
record amount of tax revenues from both the rural and urban sectors. The
government could claim tax receipts at least three times those of the
displaced Nationalist government during its golden days. This achievement
has been attributed to the Communist Party’s ability to maximize the taxed
population, its firm grasp over tax resources, and its systemization of tax data
and tax collection procedures. However, this article focuses on Tianjin and
Shanghai to paint a more complicated picture. The inauguration of a highly
centralized Party-state, the ability to organize taxed individuals and
households, the mobilization of the population through manipulated class
struggle and an intensive campaign of confession all enabled the government
to target the owners of private capital, which also contributed to the success
of tax maximization.

Keywords: urban private sector taxes, tax evasion, democratic
discussion, class struggle, the campaigns against the Three

Deviations and the Five Poisonous Behaviors
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