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An Exploration of the Relationship between Modern Chinese
Government and Society: The Case of the Chinese Red Cross

Chang Chien-chiu’

Abstract

Since nationwide voluntary societies were previously unknown in
China, they represented a new experience for the government and elites as
well, thus giving government-elites relations a unique significance in the
history of the Republic of China. In the case of the Chinese Red Cross
Society, various Republican governments hoped to reinforce their control
over this organization through regulations and related powers. The Beijing
governments were unhappy that the Red Cross’ general office and standing
council were in Shanghai. Most of the chairmen of the Chinese Red Cross
Society headquarters in Beijing were nominated from former diplomats, who
thus received at least implicit approval of Beijing; as a result, the Red Cross’
Beijing headquarters maintained good relations with the Beijing
governments. However, the Beijing headquarters was merely a nominal
organization without any real powers, and the Chinese Red Cross Society
remained outside the direct control of the Beijing governments. On the one
hand, this was perhaps due to the Beijing governments’ general lack of
authority. On the other hand, it may have been due to the Red Cross’
dependence on the contributions of local businessmen in Shanghai.
Although the Beijing governments tried announcing personnel appointments
directly and intervening in personnel arrangements and operations of the
Chinese Red Cross Society, these efforts were in vain, and the Red Cross

remained out of Bejing’s control.

Department of History, Chung Cheng University
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After the unification of China in 1927, the Nationalist government was
not friendly to the Red Cross, refusing to approve its new chairman and
canceling all preferential treatment. The Nationalists then started to
intervene in the Red Cross’ reorganization, taking advantage of internal
personnel disputes and finally, perhaps with the aid of underworld gangs,
successfully suppressed the traditional power structure of the Chinese Red
Cross Society. In 1934, the reorganization of the Red Cross signified the
success of the Nationalist government’s interventions, though the form of
democratic elections was still maintained. During the war against Japan,
the Nationalists put the Chinese Red Cross Society under direct control of the
military, and since then all Red Cross officers have been appointed by the
government. Indeed, for the officers of the Red Cross in Taiwan and China,
appointment by government remains unchanged even today.

Keywords: Red Cross Society, society, government, philanthropy



