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The Production of the Militarized Body in China, 1895-1949

Hwang Jinlin®

Abstract

If we consider the militarization of the body in modern China from a
genealogical perspective, then the “Military Education Decree for Secondary and
Higher Schools” issued by the Kuomintang (KMT) government in 1928, seems to be
just one critical stage in its development. It was not the starting point of a particular
sequence of events, nor did it represent an innovation unique to China. Although the
decree was tied directly to the status of the KMT government, it was also related, in
the sense of a genealogical progression, to the military reforms and soldier-citizen
education that had begun in the late Qing. In addition, the construction of the
militarily trained body also had a close logical connection to the concepts of total war,
economic planning for wartime, and conscription that had developed out of the First
World War. This article thus offers an overview of how and why the Chinese body
began a process of militarization, the specific role of the KMT, and the influence of

new forms of warfare and military service.

Keywords: New Army, boy scouts, military education, total war, conscription
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