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Learning from the Soviet Union:
Chinese Communist Propaganda
and Its Effects

Yu Miin-ling"

Abstract

Taking into account internal and external factors after the end of
Sino-Japanese war, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) gradually formed the
policy of leaning toward the Soviet Union. However, before and after 1949,
except for a small quantity of pro-Soviet intellectuals, many intellectuals were
anti-Soviet due to their educational backgrounds or to the troubled nature of
Sino-Russian relations in the past. As for the majority of the Chinese
population—the peasantry—they knew almost nothing about the Soviet Union.
How to change popular mentality became an urgent task after the founding of
the People’s Republic. In the fall of 1949 a key organization was founded
specifically for the purpose of propagating learning from the Soviet Union, the
Sino-Soviet Friendship Association (SSFA). Through various activities
organized by SSFA, the CCP hoped to inculcate favorable views of the Soviet
Union in the Chinese populace.

A key feature of CCP propaganda was its attempt to impose a single
unified ideology. While the CCP wanted all Chinese to embrace pro-Soviet

sentiment, it had to battle against both ignorance and anti-Soviet sentiment.

Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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Ironically, after the Chinese people eventually developed favorable views of the
Soviet Union, top CCP leaders began to think of competing with the Soviet
Union. Therefore, the CCP constantly had to intensify its propaganda on the
one hand, while the party’s propaganda ran against the actual views of the
people on the other.

To be sure, the intellectuals’ responses to the official pro-Soviet
propaganda are relatively small in terms of percentage to the entire Chinese
population. However, judging from the variety of their responses, it is clear that
even in a communist society, people were not completely atomized and fully
under the control of the party-state, as the totalitarian model claims. In fact,
people were not like chess pieces always passively moved by the party and
lacking their own opinions. Examples cited in this article indicate the limits of
the theory of totalitarianism for interpreting the relations between state and

society.

Key words: Learning from the Soviet Union, Sino-Soviet Friendship
Association, Chinese Communist propaganda, Sino-Soviet

relations
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