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Official Publishing and Forced Distribution
—— A Study of Publication Policy in the
Early People’s Republic of China

Lai Hon Kei'

Abstract

With the Communists’ victory in 1949, publication houses strove to
achieve Chairman Mao Zedong’s ideal of “high tide of cultural attainment.” To
promote the Revolution, the New China Book Company (NCBC) aggressively
expanded its operations under the practice of “official publishing,” which
resulted in three years of record sales between 1950-52. How was the NCBC
able to sell so many books and magazines, given the weak economy, an
impoverished and poorly-educated populace, and the inferior quality of books
and sales methods? In examining recently released archives, one discovers that,
along with “official publishing,” a policy of “forced distribution” was also
carried out at the time. This article clarifies the relationship between these two
practices, and also looks into the roles and responsibilities of such high officials
as Hu Yuzhi, who led the General Bureau of Publication. For deep-rooted
historical and institutional reasons, the practice of “forced distribution” was not

isolated to 1950-52 and persisted even after being banned in 1953.

Key words: Official publishing, Forced distribution, Publications (Mainland
China), Hu Yuzhi, High Tide of Cultural Attainment
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