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JR 4 : Grundriss der Stadt mit dem Verlauf des Aufstandes.
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The Formation and Spatial Development
of the Tayouan Harbor System
under Dutch Colonization

Hung Chuan-Hsiang®

Abstract

The modern history of Taiwan began with Dutch colonization, and the
construction of Tayouan Harbor was their first step in taking control. Because
of its key role, this offshore sandbar is mentioned in many historical studies.
Yet most of these studies focus on the events and people of this early stage of
Taiwan’s history, only treating Tayouan as part of the background; very few
offer a detailed exploration of the port as an actual space. The goal of this
paper is to examine Tayouan in terms of its place and what it contained as a
space.

In the 17th century Tayouan was an international harbor that the Dutch
used to promote trade with China and Japan. We thus begin with a general
overview of the economy of the Taiwan Straits at that time, and then move to a
spatial interpretation of Tayouan itself. This essay discusses the historical
potentiality of this port based on Dutch overseas sailing transportation and their
traditional harbor planning on the Rhine Delta. Through an analysis of
conventional town planning from the Middle Ages to the 17th century in the

Low Countries, we can explain how the technology was used to construct a

Department of Architecture, National Cheng Kung University

-59.



EREHRAET F=+IH

harbor system around Tayouan on Taiwan’s southwest coast as well as the
Penghu Islands. We also hope to throw some light on the meaning and
influence of Dutch colonization on spatial development in Taiwan generally, as

well as the origins of the settlement formation of Taiwan.

Key words: Taiwan, Dutch colonization, Tayouan Harbor, planning, spatial

development
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