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To Exploit and Be Exploited:
The Changing Relationship between Sun
Yat-sen and the Japanese Government

Tzu-chin Huang’

Abstract

In order to facilitate his revolutionary activities, Sun Yat-sen needed a
baseand financial support, as well as experience of the modernization process
from the advanced countries. These were all incentives for him to accept
Japanese aid. Due to the support of Japan, Sun was able to merge the various
secret societies in South China and became their leader. Japan thus helped the
Chinese revolution in its early stage. From the Japanese point of view, China’s
conventional image as a huge empire had survived the Sino-Japanese War.
Furthermore, Japan was anxious at the rumored possibility of a Sino-Russian
military coalition. In order to prevent revenge from the Qing, Japan chose to
support Sun’s revolutionary activities as a containment policy.

Since the foundation of the cooperation between Sun and Japan was based on
mutual benefit, changes in circumstances could challenge it. Two key events
brought about such a change. One was the Boxer Uprising in 1900, and the
other was the Russo-Japanese War in 1905. The Boxer Uprising convinced
Japan that the Qing was no longer a threat. Finding that China had become a

kind of colony, Japanese policy shifted to the protection of China from

Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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dismemberment by Western powers. Japan’s new China policy switched to
support the Qing Imperial House to maintain order, so as to be strong enough to
maintain a buffer state between Japan and Western powers. Accordingly, in this
period Japan terminated its support to Sun.

After the Russo-Japanese war, Japan further aggrandized her influence
into China. The expansion of its special interests in Manchuria became Japan’s
essential goal. Therefore Japan abandoned its traditional policy of supporting
the unity of China, while, on the other hand, firmly supporting the Qing
government. This is because after its victory over Russia, Japan believed in its
capability of competing with Western powers in the dismemberment of China.
To meet this purpose, the existence of a corrupt Qing government was to its
advantage. As a result, Japan adopted a policy of suppressing the
revolutionaries.

As for the period of the 1911 Revolution, Japan’s China policy can be
further divided into two stages. At first, Japan, following her post
Russo-Japanese War policy, backed the Qing Imperial House. Later, Japan
proposed a loan to the revolutionary government in exchange for commercial
privileges in the lower Yangtzu Valley region. Failing to acquire substantial aid
from Japanwas a key factor in forcing Sun Yat-sen to compromise with Yuan
Shikai. On the other hand, Japan as well missed its best chance to establish
cooperative relationship with Sun’s revolutionary forces. Their relationship

thenceforce remained mistrustful.

Key words: Sun Yat-sen, Japanese Government, The Revolution of 1911, The

Boxer Uprising, The Russo-Japanese war
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