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The Field First Aid System during the
Sino-Japanese War —— The Medical

Relief Corps of the China Red Cross
Chien-Chiu Chang

Abstract

The government and the public of China were psychologically prepared
for the breakout of the Sino-Japanese war. The problem was when the war
would begin and how China would meet the Japanese attack. In addition to the
promotion of public health, leaders in the medical world such as Jui-heng Liu,
K’o-sheng Lim, and others also considered how to integrate the maximum
medical resources to satisfy the demands of war. In The Great Wall battle had
not only provided them with an unplanned experiment, but also revealed the
importance of the China Red Cross for the first aid in the field. Bypassing the
National Health Department and the Military Medical Department, Jui-heng Liu
also hoped that first aid would become the top priority of the Red Cross and
that the Red Cross would combine with the National Health Department and the
Military Medical Department so as to make the maximum effect at wartime.
This is the original notion behind the war’s so-called three-in-one policy.

In terms of concrete action, personnel arrangements were needed to put the

above stated policy into force. First, Ching-chou Pang was sent to work at the
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General Ambulance Corps and the National Health Department, so that he
would be responsible for carrying out first aid at the outset of the war. Nanking
Wounded Soldiers Hospital was jointly established by Liu and Pang. However,
after the withdrawal from Nanking, the first aid policy of Pang was considered
out-of-date; as a result, reorganization of the Red Cross and first aid staff that
withdrew to Hankou became necessary, and K’o-sheng Lim was appointed to do
this job.

K’o-sheng Lim proposed that mobile ambulance corps form the war’s
basic first-aid unit was later accepted by even the military and the National
Health Department. Based upon this new first aid policy, Lim set up the
Medical Relief Crops. In reality, Medical Relief Crops was compromise
between the National Government and the Red Cross. Formally, the Medical
Relief Crops was subordinate to the Red Cross, but in fact it gradually became
the center for whole first aid system during the war. As it combined its
resources with the National Health Department and the Military Medical
Department in regard to personnel, organization, business and training, it
actually acted as a leader.

However, the Medical Relief Crops was still a private group that faced
many difficulties. To solve these difficulties and achieve the three-in-one
policy, K’o-sheng Lim suggested that the government transfer the Medical
Relief Crops into the military system. This issue caused a great dispute in the
Red Cross. Lim was forced to resign office due to his support for the Chinese
Communists. However, the National Government gradually put the Red Cross
into the military system, which eulminated in the three-in-one policy during the
war.

This article shows how Jui-heng Liu and K’o0-sheng Lim built the entire
first aid system step by step by combining the resources of the Red Cross

through the three-in-one policy. The Medical Relief Crops formed the core of
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the first aid system. With the execution of personnel, training and practical first
aid, all available medical resources were fully and effectively utilized. In the
light of modern first aid in the field of public health, this was an unprecedented

achievement.

Key Words: First Aid in the Field, K’o-sheng Lim, the Read Cross, Resistance

against Japan
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