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Festival, Cult and Protest—— The City

God Cult and the Collective Protests of
Urban People in Ming and Qing Times

Wu Jen-Shu

Abstract

Scholars are used to calling urban people’s protests in Ming and Qing
cities “urban riots,” while the existing researches often tend to ignore the links
between popular religions and festivals with such protests. This paper attempts
to use the City God cult as a case study in exploring the complex links between
festival rituals, group protests, and popular religion.

What is now regarded as “traditional” temple activities became popular
only since the late Ming and early Qing times, and as expected, local gazetteers
dated from the period recorded a great variety of temple fairs and festivals
occurring with greater frequency and more popularity. These activities were
not simply an extension of traditional agricultural celebrations for the changing
of the seasons, nor were they containable within official indoctrination. On the
contrary the government notably failed in turning these temple festivals into
regulated ceremonies to maintain social order. In fact, the festivals contained
topsy-turvy, violent elements as found in European Carnivals. Moreover, such

festivals might also become venues for expressing collective protests against
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the authority of the government and the social order.

There were many such cases of collective protests in Ming and Qing cities
under the chosen period of study. In the study it is witnessed that the crowds
actively chose to turn festivals into collective protests, and the City God cult
was the one used most frequently in such protests. The frequency of its use was
connected to the transformation of the City God cult during the late Ming
period.

This paper shows that the rituals, character and temple functions of the
City God changed greatly during this time. The City God temple became a
meeting-place for the gentry and officials to discuss public issues. In addition,
as the City God temple was usually the biggest, most accessible public temple
in the city, so it naturally became an ideal meeting place for gatherings and
collective action.

Having gone through a figurative metamorphosis of sort, the City God’s
image gradually became more personalized and transformed into the
Underworld Judge who had the right to punish local officials in this world. In
the meantime, official rituals were secularized by these urban people who
moreover initiated rituals such as filing indictments, lifting the God’s image
and mock ghost trials. The personalization and secularization of the City God
caused urban people to consider the City God as a powerful symbol of
resistance against the authority of the local officials and gentry.

Thus, when protestors gathered in the City God Temple and employed
these secularized rituals such as filing indictments, lifting the God’s image and
mock trials of the ghost, they were trying both to strengthen the fight against
perceived social injustice on the one hand, and to legitimize their collective

actions on the other.

Key words: temple festival, City God, urban riots, ritual, collective protest,

popular religion
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A Probe into the Paochia System and the
Role of Pao-cheng in the Hulutun
Dictrict During the Early Period of the
Japanese Occupation (1895-1909)

Hung Chiu-Fen

Abstract

This paper is primarily based on information obtained from the Diary
(Diary of the Master of Shuichu Residence) of Chang Li-chun, a Pao-cheng (a
head of pao), with the scope of the study confined to the Hulutun District
(around what is now Fengyuan). It is a regional case study on the
implementation of the Paochia system in the early period of the Japanese
occupation of Taiwan. The social status of a Pao-cheng in this period will also
be studied, including his role in the history of the Japanese occupation.

With the goal of building an efficient colonial system in the early stages of
the administration of Taiwan, Japan introduced reforms in the Paochia system,
which consisted of community self-government and self-protection measures.
This system as a consequence became an auxiliary institution for grassroots
administration. Through the Paochia system, the Japanese colonial government
controlled and influenced grassroots Taiwanese society.

Shortly after obtaining control of Taiwan, the Japanese colonial
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authorities abolished both the existing grand rent household and the civil
service examination system. Small rent household, Pao-cheng, and other
Paochia members thus became the new leaders in Taiwanese society. They
served as an influential social core. More so because the Pao-cheng was the
link between the colonizers and the general populace. The intermediating role
played by Pao-cheng helped prevent or buttress many direct conflicts between
the officialdom and the population. Owing to their broad understanding of
people, things, and events in the local community, Pao-chengs were looked
upon by both the common people and the colonial authorities, notably in
solving conflicts through decision-making and arbitration. From the Diary
(Diary of the Master of Shuichu Residence), we realize that the Japanese
colonial authorities also took advantage of the Paochia system to carry out and

promote their colonial administration policies.

Key words: Taiwan’s Paochia system, role of the Pao-cheng, colonial

administration
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