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Jiangzhe Merchants and the War between
Luyongxiang and Qixiyuan in 1924

Feng xiao cai

Abstract

Past researches into the relation between merchants and politics in early
Republic on China, suffered from prejudices as a result a failure to take into
consideration the factors of time and space. This is eapecially so with respect
to the description of the collective activity of merchants after 1919, as it has
been too much politicized. In author's opinion, the primary concerns of
merchants before-and-after the May fourth Movement are consistent. To
maintain order of a sort is always their fundamental purpose. The merchant's
collective activity relating to politics was basically pushed by the current
situations of the time, and not by the improvement of their political
consciousness at large. And this can be seen clearly from their behaviors in war
time.

The author will take The War between Luyongxiang and Qixiyuan in 1924
as a example, and probe that how did the merchants purse the stability of the
order. Before the war, the merchants and gentry took their best to mediate
between the governor of two provinces for preserving the peace. And they

opposed any political act which probably harm the order. The war broke out
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lastly, even they got some fruits in the peace movement.

It brought tremendous damage. In the war time, the merchants made great
efforts to retrieval order, undertook the obligation to build the local armed
forces and save the refugees. They continue worked as a mediator different
military groups, accelerated the end of the war in sequence. and affected the
transition of the situation.

According to the facts in the article, the author suggest that preserving the
stability of social order is a key to understand the collective behaviors of
Jiangzhe merchants. Their political participation were only some urgent
responses when the peace face crisis, and also temporal cost expenditures in
exchange with steady social order, but to some extends they made some

important influences to the politic shift.

Key words: Jiangzhe merchants, War, Social order
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