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National Salvation-cum-Enlightenment:
the Thought of Lei Pei-hung
on Universal Education

Chu Hong-yuan

Abstract

The major thrust of Lei Pei-hung’s ambitious educational programs lay in the
area of primary education. The Kwangsi government, for which he was in charge
of education, required each village and ward in the province to turn one of its
temples into a primary school, or else to build a new school building (which would
also include offices for either a village or ward government and a mini-
headquarters for a local militia unit). Under the leadership of Lei Pei-hung, the
director of education of the Kwangsi Provincial Government, and the guidance of
the Kwangsi KMT Clique, about two-thirds of Kwangsi’s 24,000 villages and
wards had primary schools by 1934. The statistical sources indicate a rapid
increase in the number of children attending primary schools.

Lei Pei-hung viewed adult education in Kwangsi as the education of the
masses, which was taken to be even more important than the education of children.
This education needed to be consistent with the political, economic, and social
objectives of the masses, as determined by the Clique. The militia system provided
the primary mechanism through which adult education was achieved. Viewed

from all possible angles, the Kwangsi militia and adult education were
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inextricably united.

This article deals with Lei Pei-hung’s thought on the universal, national and
fundamental education reform of a tutelary sort from 1933 to 1936, which had the
aims first to salvage the country and, secondly to enlighten the citizens. The first
aim proved to be so emergent and important that it matched educational reform
with military purpose. Both reserve militia units and adult educational units were
simultaneously constituted. Adult educational units became permanent parts of the
provincial militia program, not merely temporary adjuncts to it. The adult
educational program included formal and informal education. Formal classes were
held in primary schools. The informal part of adult education and militia training
included teaching peasants to improve planting methods, propagandizing the need
for conscription, and so on. Lei Pei-hung served as the key designer and executor
of the education reform of Kwangsi in accordance with the ideas of Dr. Sun Yat-

sen.

Key words: Kwangsi, education reform, adult education, tutelage education,

militia
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