¥ B R R R KR
$29M (RE8TH 64)
© + % B R B R R TR A

HA&Z #4 K EE#H1937-1945)

= R &

=

A ARIE R RR B B AR RNIRFEEHNE=RARL  HEHR
HAZEDALGERNNREEE  F—FARN > WHL LM - BR - 2R
(EO) ZAFTESEY  BREEH - 2XEDTII=EHS

(—) BETHAEEPRIREEE

() BFATHI(1937-1939)H AREE FHIREBIEE)

(=) BPHHA(1939-1941) ~ HRHA(1941-1945)H AL FHIIRBIEE -

EEARBEAERRNT - H - EXER  BHEAAXREPHEF 89
BERAEEERIE  MAEERMNREEIL  BERF RBRREELE
b FARBAEFAAERRABAIRE  URSEBRBEAEEHERHEH
CE - BEAALSEENEET  FHEAARRE (BREAFR) ML
WEEBEY > DMEE LBRE B - RS HBEARRETE (HRRER
Eig - WMEEE) - FHRBEFBITRII% - AIRIIZEMRR - DB S R
BEEAMEE - H% 0 ERENBRRBFRI - hERRIGE RS E
AR AR ETBR - 1943 12 Bk - BBUTHERR 1630 1R I H A B i
{HI2 % 1945 £ 8 A HARKRB L BRAEEMUEREY  MEFERE -

Ve IR 18 3 B BORE LIS ATE SN ERER - MEtEAETHEEHN
Fams EEHARS o EFEPEREBATER TR, - FET3E 2175 BHTT (1939
FHA4HET=1%T)  MEBEPRSHERN B - RERNERZBKAMR

- 179 -



B O(JEEHE "HIEL D SFRKE 2037 BHAT  HERK 5.09 XL
E#-

RN BHA kE TP LB BE

- 180 -



o HE R AR R IR AR
%208 (REBTH6A)
© ¥ 7 B K B R R R A

Japan’s Involvement in Drug Trafficking
in Central China, 1937-1945

Lee En-han

Abstract

This paper is one of the author’s serialized studies of the Japanese
involvement in drug-trafficking in China prior to and during the Sino-Japanese
War of 1937-1945. It focuses on Japanese activities in central China, stressing
particularly the drug situation in the metropolitan areas of Shanghai, Nanking and

- Wuhan (Hankow). The article is divided chronologically into three parts
covering the wartime period of 8 years.

Facts show that by the time Japan consolidated its occupation of Shanghai,
the Japanese military authorities had already begun to transport opium and other
dangerous drugs to Shanghai from Manchuria and North China, and, at the same
time, massive amounts of raw opium were also imported from Iran. The primary
intention was to make money through the drug-trafficking, with a view to
supplementing limited military budgets as well as reimbursing the large expenses
of instituting various puppet governments in the region. The drug-trafficking
scheme was drawn up and put under the control of Hajime Satomi, a Japanese
assuming the Chinese name of Li Ming, who was assisted by a hierarchy of
Chinese associates. In the wake of the establishment of the puppet Reformed

Government in Nanking in March 1938, the scheme played some auxiliary
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functions of facilitating and implementing the policy set by the Japanese. The
puppet Nationalist government of Wang Ching-wei was compelled after March
1940, to play the same role of facilitating drug-trafficking, although after
December 1943, it began to resist this notorious business under Japanese
domination with some success.

Based on the information collected by the U. S. Treasury attachés in
Shanghai before December 1941, the author estimates that the Japanese collected
a total net profit of ¥ 2,175,000,000 during 1937-1945 (in 1939 ¥ 4.00= ca.
US$ 1.00). It has to be noted for comparison that in 1940 the construction of a
Japanese most modern 25,675-ton aircraft cafrier required ¥ 80,000,000 only).
From all the regions in Japanese-occupied China, it has been estimated that the
Japanese and Chinese puppet authorities managed, through their massive drug-
trafficking policy in 1937-1945, annually to extract from poor, helpless Chinese
drug-addicts and society the large sum of ¥ 2,037,000,000 an enormous amount

of money equivalent to an annual exaction of US$ 509,000,000.

Key words: Japan, drug-trafficking, Central China, Shanghai, Nanking
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