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HRAEBESE FH—F = A F 4) ¥ [
BB KA FOHET. KRN ESHT, FLF
15, KA defeatism in the extreme! TAEF EH A
ek, SPEGSIRRE. FFR. HHELE. &
KA B | K G5 Gen. David Barr 3%, #3%,, “3b
BFER T A AR 69 R F kAT oh, BA A6k T
TTUAMESR T 5. s B A I e K F RITHE
BREM. PTARPL, KT, ZAXTFT. 7+
ZATHE, REFSRARAE, RIBRELERE.
FRAR, “FRE—ANEH, aFHEEERT
T BUFESTRGREFATR M, gl ARk
JRIEBLAY — AR ) R AR LT A AAE S,
STILEA, RN PTemiEeg N, KR A TAE,
W, ZAFRIBALRG A LIX—iH,
(REMETREGTF2NEERT S
HEEA, BPRAYE KB HTHA! SERE
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BRAGREGELRE, it TEFL
49 JE3B A-F A B JUR KMt AR 6915 2 T
A RIR, AT, KT EEEAARE, 1
AR AT R 5400 ZARRIGIE S Bk Eag4dik.
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B L LR X SRR 3 A R WY
BTk, EXTFh L m AL, A B FTiE <Al 3
AEE: —RAEMHNHERE, —RFZ2BKITH
B, MoRmLI T, ANTEGES, AR
—418), HERAAILITHE.

B ) F RE A AT LA 0 e IR,
o3t &R 3L: “Hirohito #97EX T Hitler 494E X,
Hirohito L &M e94% 4T, & R1R4A T B A, Hitler
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March 10, 1949

AERZAKRB., BTERAF, XETR
T. BEE R, IR BEET, ZERBEL
EAFAE, EFRAMER, LEREOTIA,
SHIFEENMINEARTES, 2V (%
TRGEA”) LEERFTE B E B

K AZ T March 9 # President Wilson A% 5 B ,
1227 Ak, LBSELE, ZH—5, A
AR FEAALIR T . KRAEAR W A 55 B 4 “President
Cleveland” i B . AT T & R VAFLA FAEAE — />
“study tour”, 43 REMIPRE, RABAEEFHR
B4, HihdeFEE LN EMA, 4= K C. Li,
C. L. Hsia, ¥4% (ifheisinN.Y.). JLY A, 4
A,

Sb 18] AR 45 BS  4R 49 92 F, Evening Post &
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March 10, 1949
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HE, RERBAT, ROARBOEMAET. &
HE6E, LRXR AR,

RENN L B FEH BB —AagF . 4>
BRBL, TR PeGEE, “RARBEZY, £
RBEZ N, "REFRLRGH: “EHEZAA, A
EANANH, TESAA, HRMEKR, FHE
H—F, TR KRGHKT.
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L EZ: “BAEP— iR v, —mitk
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KA, B THEAE, MRS, TR,
HIEAAE, XS 225 2 PRI AR G I REA A A
SH, Bk AmE YT, a5 R R &
B0 PPHIE A T TR S HRBUR M e A b D
(Free China), Sy GAR H]“ I th AR — 2R 44 7.
Hhir ik 2 /a5, H (A B ED
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WP #BA 4 B T loof e =
DTk SHIEE AT T UL B <l RARAT T
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ERR S e [ 3 iz 3 (Movement for
Chinese Freedom) 15211 JC5E .

1949 £ 11 7 20 H, CH i E) ZEAES L
QT 12 7, ¥R lRasE AN AE 26 M S AT 4L e [ [
W57 AINEERE 2 ERhEdw b, BR
A AE< B b b AL AR A4 B AR 3 A
NZJG, TR =0, USRI T B 42 &
WO CH P EDY ZeEa ATk, weRr
i .

BRI, AT Hk 1948 4E 12 H 16 HA &
TG, JHEE NS RR T2 H, 22 ML
B, DABSCE ARB A 505, IRAE AP AN I T 2
B o JIT S S M A IR T A 0 A P o e A5

iR %, R RUHEERH L, HH
KUK :

Wrote letter to Hu Shih, asking him to be one of

the sponsors of “Movement for Chinese Freedom”,

the ultimate aim of which is a classless but free
society. To my mind, 1 added, neither Soviet
communism nor American capitalism has a future,
which undoubtedly belongs to liberal socialism.
HARA BRI A, HiE ] DA T 1515
M EEEAR, WEE R B [E B sz
TR X A i, WEOEEER DT

PRz ARt D

1 R (RMBEEER: BRI, 150 7T, &ik:
REESE LRSS AR, 2009
2 Biorit: MR ENHGEZ ek, W2 T 5

(IR Z S SCEY 4, 55 177 UL,
iR, 1997 4.
3 LT CH A SSRGS 5 385 71, Lifg:
RMESCAHIRAL, 1997 4F,

Ay Ko

BAIE T B R S 30IR X

J&=4F

IESE AR e F AR E, RE R
R AR FIALSEAE T 1957 4EAN 1962 4ES1FE S
W W “BE VS SCEAE H S, 1957 4R 1) H sl
ST 830 SCEE, 1962 4RI H sk T 237 Fi U
JA TSP 5 AR R 2% AR BR B R AR T 1992 4F 4w i1 1
— A CHERSCEAER T H a7, ek T 233 JR 3
T R AR GG SE SO0 (At
WO ZWHESRCT 147 RSCE (OMEBUEE ST
FRALI (OGS SCSCAEY =M BTIR ) 87 fs 503 &
IR I D, CEFIESE SCR TR Y (& bk
200 WOT 66 FOCE M BEACE ) (idE 4
) ML T JESCEAE 239 R (D, (HIXLED
HRR SRS, e AR A 2 AR IR 4 3 0 S A
sk, A2 M, BRI SRS
SRR SC T AL, SRR B A AR I N Ah 82 3C
WPPR L SRR T SCFH 110 5 GHD.
6

LRSS 3 W (@RI HIRC gt T —
Fifth 1914 #ERRT (P24 HIRD) B3
T& The Confucianist Movement in China, ANIHFEFT
MR SR, &AL HXSE . Pr s
SCEE R PSRRI “IE S SR D
A7 e 3 HL SRR A ) A R 3 PR s SCE I
P EEAH DA T B2

—+ The National Language of China

R SCEE R B, NI IE A T AL R
A SRR T R 2 T
ﬁ%i%%ﬂ%?ﬂ”%“%ﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁ fibs
7E B B OGS JE A 1923 SE 1Y) The Chinese
Renaissance *IH?L, RIVEHSEAEAE— SRR AR
#| The National Language of China IXis L& (L
(HIEAEE) 5 35 545 665 7). JLHTIR BRI
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FEHIE SR 1922 4F 5 J1 24 HI¥ HAC A 21X
FE—BOl: “ TRARKE R TR 9 ST 1 18 S AF A
—HATED, EAREE, NOAXLVF 2 AMEAE R
Ui — . O, ARXJLRMEIPR, BLA
The National Language of China [ { T E E1E) ] ------
(I (HEAREE) 2 29 B4 631 10, H#E%
A 1 H AE LI AR A A5 33X A2 Ath A AT B e b ) 38
PLRCK R T AL, pr DAER S IS R e de Bt 5, th
WA MR R The Chinese Renaissance HLIFiX4%7F:
e, AT HAEAE HALER, i ) = 1 A I
KR, WD TIXRCE . Bk, X
SCERIRIN,  FEERR T DY
R 56 AR B S, BEARMRON (iHIE 24D,
AR FA TP 56 AR G 1) CHHOE 9 SO0 ) AT (A
TG PSR TR ), 36 [ AL A 7 S R g T 1 P
By “HLEVESCH 7 B ABRA . e
The Chinese Renaissance — LI RE BRI VER] T
M “in a volume published by the American
University Club of Shanghai” , {H AR5 #iZ H ik
YR A2 FRFI RN 8] o Ath 7 7] — 2% 3 R FLAE 42 38

T AP ) — % 3CFE “Hu Shih, Selected Writings, Vol.

1L, PP.1—807, XHL HERBAIEWILICIEH
AR FRATTAR AR Al 1E SR R N, T AR 11
CHIESCAEY (—5) BB R = (EE
CIEMES Y. BHIE) The Chinese Renaissance 1ET
1923 4 4 7 3 H, (HiGSCGEAMIR) JHET 1921
B\ R Clrg ) LB H =, U5,
flefe 1922 £ 5 A 24 HIHICH CZRE] T The
National Language of China iX % 3CH, #a L FRATI W]
HERLSCAT T 1921 4F N 4ES] 1922 4 5 HZ
() o 4 b 1R 5 ] O 2 AEL R 300 G 66 4 o 110 32 5
WA IE—FP, &2k, TR
E457E (Commercial Press, Limited in Shanghai)
1923 F=H K] American University Club of China,
Lectures 1921—22 X AJHPFER AR B T 1X 5 0%,
LI AE [E S JE A PR R A6 27 B R A K -
JYE X The National Language of China F
CHERE SCERRR ) 118 12 B SOk e 8,
T M AR LA, SAER MR T, {H The

National Language of China #1313 (H 15 LA )
(S SCRIPE, T P AN RN SR, BT A A
Fid 7 EAE R ZE SR, SO Il
LA JUH R A SRS 9L B
B, DO (3 e At v S h) R PR S, O
fath “oE R TIARKREINES” , miGE
CREVEIN E, LREER EEOAREREES
A IREAN W A, T E) 1958 4E 5 H 4 HAEA DL “of
S Zihas” e (pESCEEXEES)) ik
FHRE . AT, AR I AN AT AN I A A I
EATCRIT, A 20 FFEAH], il TiX
MWL . 3 The National Language of China F1 {[H
VB SCVENETR ) X P s S 0] GRS R B s, BT ]
UL 04 T A R 5 2 S A A QTR T SOV A
SR DR SO T 3

Z_+ Cultural Rebirth in China Outlined

b AE RS FIZEFIAL 1962 SE4uiT 15 0y
“HHIE VY SCH 37 (Bibliography of Dr. Hu Shih’s
Writings in Western Languages) i 166 4%ic#k:
“ Cultural Rebirth in China.
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THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE OF CHINA

PROFESSOR HU SHIH (HU SUH)

Among the leaders of the intellectual class of
China it is difficult to determine who is exercising
the greatest influence. The principal difficulty in the
spread of intellectual ideas has been the linguistic
disorganization of China. Perhaps no single
individual has done as much to give literary life to
the spoken language of China as Hu Suh, linguist
and philosopher, who is at present Professor of
Philosophy at the Peking National University. Hu
Suh was born in Shanghai on December 17,1891, of
an Anhwei family of scholars. His childhood was
largely spent in reading Chinese literature, which
perhaps explains his wonderful knowledge of the
ancient literature of his people, as well as the modern
literature of the world. He entered the College of
Agriculture at Cornell University, but soon found
that his forte was literature and philosophy. He
graduated with high honors from Cornell University
and later from Columbia University.

His leadership in the movement for a “Literary
Revolution" in China was gained through an article
“Suggestions for the Reform of Chinese Literature."
He later published in La leunesse an article on "A
Constructive Revolution in Chinese Literature."
Probably his greatest achievement is the publication
of his poems in the spoken language rather than in
the classical Wén-li. He has made vulgate Chinese a
literary medium. Another unusual accomplishment of
Dr. Hu is his “History of Chinese Philosophy” which

has become a “best seller.”

|
The movement for a national language of China

has, daring the past four years, made such

remarkable progress that we may safely predict its
ultimate success in the not remote future. The
Ministry of Education has ordered that beginning
with the fall opening of 1920, the national spoken
language should be used in the first two grades of the
primary schools, and by the end of the present school
year in all grades of the lower primary. This order,
though issued by a government whose political
authority hardly extends beyond the walls of Peking,
has nevertheless been effectively carried out by
practically all the provinces in the South as well as in
the North. I may add that, strangely enough, the use
of the national language in schools and in writing is
more universal in the southern provinces where the
authority of the central government is least felt and
where the local dialects differ most widely from the
national tongue. Nor is the national language
confined to the primary schools alone; for the middle
and normal schools, where the primary teachers are
trained, have anticipated the coming change by
voluntarily adopting texts in the spoken language.
The large and small published houses have been
issuing books and periodicals in it, and have found it
profitable to invest vast sums of money in the
publication and propagation of vulgate textbooks
which are rapidly superceding the earlier ones in the
classical language. Surely the day of its complete
victory is very near indeed now that it has even come
to be regarded as a commercial success.

The purpose of this paper is to attempt at an
exposition of the nature and history of what is now
known as the kuo yu (national language) of China
which has been so much talked about, but so little

understood, by people who have not taken sufficient
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interest to look into the matter. Recently, an article
appeared in the editorial columns of the Central
China Post under the caption “Has the Chinese
Language a Future?” in which the author says that he
“firmly believes that in a hundred years’ time
Chinese will be a dead language and English will
have taken its place.” “The writer may not live to see
it [English] the sole language of China, but probably
his younger readers will.” While such innocent
naivete may not represent the opinion of
better-informed observers, it cannot be denied that
even those who have heartily supported the pei hua
movement do not always fully appreciate the historic
and intrinsic worth of what they have been
supporting. it is the desire to make known what my
study and researches have firmly convinced me as
the real worth of our language and to dispel all
possible doubts about its “future,” that has prompted
me to prepare this paper.

I shall begin with a generalization that a
language must possess two qualities in order to
qualify itself as a candidate for the honor of a
national language. In the first place, it must be the
most widely spoken and most widely understood
dialect in the country. In the second place, it must be
a literary language; that is, there must be a
sufficiently large amount of literature produced in it.
A dialect which is widely spoken but which has been
little used as a literary medium, does not inspire such
respect and enthusiasm in the upper classes as to
raise it to the position of a national language. On the
other hand, a dialect may have shown some promise
in producing some forms of popular literature, and
may still be disqualified for that honor merely on
account of the limited territory within which it is
spoken and understood. At least such a dialect is
never made a national language without some such

external factors as the influence of a great political

center or a long and powerful conquest.

10

That this twofold qualification is essential to a
national language, has been amply shown by the
history of practically all the modern languages of
Europe. The dialect of Tuscany, through the literary
masterpieces of Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio,
became the most widely known dialect in Italy and
was consequently made the national language of the
Italian people. Modern French grew out of the court
language of Paris which had surpassed all other
dialects in influence and currency, and which, by the
end of the fifteenth century, had become the literary
language of most prose and verse writers. The case
of modern English, being more similar to that of
modern Chinese, is all the more instructive. There
were in England three main dialects competing for
supremacy during the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. The Southern dialect which was spoken
south of the Thames and which had once been the
literary language of England, was full of old forms
and inflections. The Northern dialect, owing to the
influence of the Danish settlements, had undergone
such rapid changes that it was fast becoming a
language quite different from the Southern dialect.
Between these two extremes stood the Midland
dialect which was more or less comprehensible to the
speakers of both dialects, and which, being the
language of London and of the two great universities,
was the most widely spread dialect of all three.
Moreover, the great poet Chaucer wrote in this
Midland dialect, and in it his contemporary Wyclifte
made his translations of the Bible. The immense
popularity of writers helped to standardize the
English language. So by the end of the fourteenth
century the Midland dialect was established as
standard English. With the introduction of printing in
the following century and with the splendid literary
productions of the Elizabethan era, what was once
the dialect of Midland became the undisputed

national language of England.
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What is now called the national language of
China has gone through a course of development
very similar to that which has made the Midland
dialect what it now is, Linguistically considered, the
southeastern provinces are the oldest and most
conservative parts in whole China. Kwangtung,
Fukien, Chekiang, the southeastern portion of
Kiangsu, the southern districts of Anhwei, Kiangsi,
and Hunan,—these parts have preserved a large
number of local dialects which are historically much
older than the dialects of the other parts of the
country. Cantonese, with its nine tones and final m, p,
k, and t, is probably the oldest of all; for these final
consonants which have long been lost in practically
all the other dialects, correspond almost exactly to
the classification of sounds in the medieval rime
books and dictionaries. The other dialects of the
South and the Southeast vary in their senility, but
each retains certain local peculiarities explicable
only with the aid of ancient rime books and lexicons.

This group of old and conservative dialects may
be designated the Southeastern Group. The senility
and conservatism of this group can be easily
explained in the light of history. The Southeast has
always been free from the influences of the
numerous barbarian conquests and settlements which
so often took place in northern China. The
immigrants to the Southeast have been essentially
Chinese either in blood or at least in culture. The
continuity of an essentially Chinese civilization in
the Southeast has never been interrupted for more
than twenty centuries. It is this relative homogeneity
of race and continuity of culture which have been
responsible for the tenacity and conservatism of the
Southeastern dialects.

The case is quite different in the territory of the
socalled “Mandarin dialects.” This territory begins
with the frontier provinces in the North, covers the

valleys of the Yellow River, the Hui River, and the

Yangtze River, and includes the three southwestern
provinces of Szechwan, Yiinnan, and Kweichow. It
extends, in short, over nine tenths of Chinese
territory. Throughout this vast region, what is
vaguely termed the Mandarin dialect is intelligible
with more or less facility. The dialects of this large
area may be grouped under three main divisions : 1.
The Middle dialect is spoken in the lower and middle
Yangtze Valley from Chinkiang and Yangchow up to
the borders of Hupeh, and includes the northern
halves of Kiangsu and Anhwei and a part of Kiangsi.
2. The Northern dialect includes all the dialects
spoken in the frontier provinces of the Northeast, the
North, and the Northwest, and in the Yellow River
Valley. The Hui River Valley borders on these two
dialects. 3. The Southwestern dialect is spoken in
southern Honan, Hupeh, Szechwan, Yiinnan, and
Kweichow.

Lacking any simple criterion for the
characterization of these four main groups, we may
roughly define them in their relation to the tones.
The Southeastern Group is one of highly
differentiated tones, varying from nine in Canton to
six in the majority of the dialects. The Middle Group
is one which still retains a prominent fifth tone (A
7). The Northern dialect has dropped the fifth tone,
and words formerly of the fifth tone have been
absorbed into the other four tones. The Southwestern
dialect has also lost the fifth tone, but it differs from
the Northern Group in the fact that, instead of being
distributed among the other four tones, words of the
fifth tone have been entirely relegated to the first
tone.

Of the three “Mandarin groups,” the Middle
dialect is comparatively a little more conservative,
being geographically nearest to the Southeastern
dialects. The Northern and Southwestern dialects,
have most radical

however, both undergone

changes,—for quite different historical reasons.
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North China has been the field of numerous
barbarian conquests and was for about one thousand
years under complete domination by barbarian
invaders and settlers. 1

A study of the history of the “Northern
dynasties” ({tH]) of the three centuries before the
Tang dynasty and of the literature of the Nu-chen and
Mongol thirteenth and

dynasties during the

fourteenth centuries, will convince us of the
influence of the invading races over the language and
literature of Northern China. Wars, devastations, and
migrations of peoples have caused considerable
changes in the dialects. The influence of Peking as
the political center for many centuries has also been
an important factor in making Pekingese the chief
representative of the Northern dialects. And
Pekingese, which of all dialects has had probably the
largest amount of Tartar and Mongol elements, fast
became a language unrivaled in richness and vitality
and radically different from the conservative dialects
of the Southeast.

The Southwestern dialect, however, has had a
different history. The province of Hupeh and the
southern half of Honan, being the real center of
China Proper and having access to both Northern and
Southern influences through the rivers Han and
Yangtze, early developed a language which was a
compromise between Southern conservatism and
Northern radicalism. The settlement of the newly
opened territories in Yiinnan and Kweichow under
the Ming dynasty and the almost

of the

complete

destruction population in Szechwan,
inthemiddle of the seventeenth century, gave this
dialect a vast soil for cultivation and propagation. In
the course of a few centuries the entire Southwest
was annexed as an integral part of the already large
empire of the Mandarin dialects.

It is the Mandarin dialects which form what is

now called the national language of China. That this

12

language has fulfilled the qualification of widest
currency goes without question. For a man from any
part of this vast territory of the three Mandarin
dialects can travel and trade throughout the whole
territory without having to change his native dialect.
Of course there are local differences both within
each main group and between the groups. A Peking
man may say, Wo lai la san tian la (KM — M),
A Nanking man may say, O lai liao ('J) san tien liao
(T). A Westerner may say, Ngo lai liao san tien liao.
And they will find no more difficulty in
understanding one another than a Londoner in
understanding the New Yorker who may say, “Ve in
Nu York take our foist meal at haf pas seven.” And
according to the “Standard Dictionary of the Kuo Yu,”
the same sentence is pronounced Ngo lai liao san
tian liao. The pronunciation is a compromise of all
the three mandarin dialects, and the syntax is

universal in all of them. That is our national

language.

I

As to the question whether the Chinese national
language has fulfilled the second qualification of
being a literary language, we can readily answer in
the affirmative. For almost two thousand years there
have been two kinds of Chinese literature: the
classical literature of the literati and the popular
literature of the people. As early as the second
century B.C., the classical language had already
become unintelligible to the people. Thus, about the
year 120 B.C., in a memorial to the Emperor, the
Prime Minister Kung-sun Hung said: “The imperial
edicts and laws that have been proclaimed, ... while
they are elegantly worded and containing benevolent
instructions, are not generally understood by the
poorly educated public officers who are incapable of
explaining the same to the people.” In order to
most  serious

overcome this difficulty, the
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Government hit upon a system under which public
offices are conferred upon those who have studied
the classical works. This system, which was later
perfected into the great system of literary
examinations, was very effective in promoting
classical education throughout the empire. Without
the need of governmental expenditure for the
establishment and maintenance of public schools and
colleges, the Government simply set up a standard
for the examinations, and the cities and towns and
villages had to learn the classical language by
whatever means they had at their command.

The most remarkable efficacy of this system of
examinations in maintaining the supremacy of the
classical language cannot be fully understood and
appreciated by the modern student without a great
deal of historical imagination. Suppose modern
Europe emerged from the Middle Ages to find itself
under a great united European Empire with Latin as
the official and literary language throughout the
whole realm; suppose that this united European
Empire was to last for over two thousand years with
only two or three short intervals of political division;
and suppose further that a uniform system of civil
examinations based upon the ability to read and write
the language of Cesar, Cicero, and Virgil, were
continually maintained for a period of twenty odd
centuries. Under these supposed circumstances, the
modern national language—Italian, French, English,
German, etc—would still continue to grow and
develop, but they would continue to be regarded as
local dialects, and the Latin language would in all
probability be the only officially recognized literary
language to this day.

That was what actually happened in China
during the last twenty centuries. The classical
language which two thousand years ago had already

become unintelligible even to the public officers, has

been maintained by almost superhuman force to this

very day. And the only two effective factors in this
unnatural preservation were the system of literary
examinations and the continued unity of the empire
which enforced these examinations.

But no power, however great, was sufficient to
check the natural growth of the dialects and the rise
of a popular literature in the dialects. This dialect
literature first took the form of popular songs and
ballads, and it was not until the ninth century that
vulgate prose began to appear. These anonymous
songs and ballads of the first six centuries of the
Christian era were so unmistakably beautiful that
they were accepted by the literary class as a
legitimate part of literature and were generally
known as the class of “Collected Old Songs” (i 4%
Jif ). They were soon made models of literary
composition, thereby influencing the language and
content of the pre-Tang and Tang poetry. Meanwhile,
the poetry of the people continued to grow
independently of the poetry of the literati. The
various collections recently made of the popular
songs in different parts of the country, manifest a
richness, beauty, and freshness which really put to
shame all imitative poetry of the classical schools.

Vulgate prose arose in the ninth century in the
Chuan or Zen (#) school of Buddhist monks. The
development was so remarkably rapid that by the
tenth and eleventh centuries there were already
lengthy sermons and correspondences written in
forceful and beautiful vulgate prose. The style was
well-suited to philosophical writings that the
Neo-Confucian philosophers of Sung and later
dynasties adopted it for recording sayings and for
carrying on philosophical discussions. This helped to
give vulgate prose a more or less written form, which
was a significant step in the development of prose
literature.

North China was conquered by the Nu-chen
Tartars in the twelfth century, and later by the

13
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Mongols who in the year 1279 conquered whole
China. By that time the center of classical learning
had shifted to Southeastern China, In the North, the
barbarian domination was not favorable to the old
classical learning. Under the Mongols, the literary
examinations were suspended for nearly eighty years
(1237-1313),—an outrage which was truly an
anomaly in the whole twenty centuries! This laxation
of the grip of classical learning furnished a splendid
opportunity for popular literature to assume free and
rapid development. Thus arose the great dramas of
the Yuan dynasty which were largely written for the
people, and in some cases by the lowest class of
people.

The necessity of educating the barbarian and
barbarized population in the great Chinese tradition
was soon felt, and this gave rise to a class of prose
literature known as the yen yi ({# %), or popularized
histories. These narratives soon developed into
historical novels and then into novels of all kinds.
The sixteenth century saw the production of four of
China's greatest novels,—the “San Kuo Chih,” “Shui
Hu Chuan,” “King Ping Mei,” and “Hsi You Chi”
(=BG, AKHEE, )M, PO %5C)—all of unknown
authorship, and some apparently of quite early and
crude origin, gradually made perfect through a series
of collective and individual revisions. The rise of the
dramas, and especially of the great novels,
considerably raised the position of vulgate literature
in the eyes of the literary class. One great critic in the
middle of the seventeenth century was inspired to
declare that there was no literary work superior to
the novel “Shui Hu Chuan.”

Still the system of literary examinations was in
full force and the literati continued to write in the
classical language. But vulgate literature continued
to increase in quantity and in influence. The great

novels of the Manchu dynasty, in particular the

“Literati” (ffi k4 52) and the “Hung Lou Mung” (4L

14

#22), made valuable additions to the bulk of vulgate
literature. There have been produced during the last
five hundred years at least one thousand novels in
the spoken language. Many of them are of little or no
value, but the best of them can certainly be ranked
among the world's greatest masterpieces.

It is these novels which have standardized the
national language. Most of the novels are written in
the Northern and Middle dialects. The most
significant fact to be borne in mind is that a large
number of the novels composed in the Northern and
Middle dialects were written by men to whom these
dialects are not at all native. The author of the
“Sequel to Shui Hu Chuan” (7KigF% f8) was a native
of southern Chekiang; the author of “The Sea of
Sorrows” and “What I Saw in Twenty Years” ({274,
T ZBEBIR) was a Cantonese. They and
many others like them have acquired the national
language through their familiarity with great novels.

In the foregoing paragraphs I have tried to make
clear the historical position of our national language;
to point out, in the first place, that it is evolved out of
the three Mandarin dialects which are spoken in nine
tenths of Chinese territory; and secondly, that it is the
language which has produced an extensive literature
of real artistic worth and nation-wide influence. The
remainder of the paper will be devoted to a
discussion of the superiority of the living national
language to the long dead classical language.

Even at the present moment there are still a
large number of conservative scholars, both Chinese
and foreign, who deplore the movement for the
adoption of the vulgar tongue in the place of the
classical language, and who declare that spoken
Chinese is the degraded and corrupt form of the
classical language. To them I make the dogmatic
answer that our spoken language is the culmination
of twenty centuries' collective effort in linguistic

revision, that this collective and unconscious attempt
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has by a stroke of good fortune been allowed to go
on unimpeded and uninterfered with by the literary
class, and that as a result of this complete freedom,
the language has undergone a revision more logical
and more thorough than it has ever been done in any
other language in the world. This summary statement
may seem to many to be a confirmed propagandist's
blind eulogy of the object of his pet advocacy. I
assure you that it is not so. And I ask leave to present
a few of my evidences.

I shall confine my illustrations largely to the
pronouns, because they are familiar to all who have
studied anything Chinese at all. When the Chinese
language came to take a fairly fixated written form
about twenty-five centuries ago, there was a rather
complicated system of personal pronouns. The main
features of the inflections may be seen in the
following table:

NoM. Gen. Acc.

1st person & £= *
2d person w K W
3d person 1% 28 Z

In the authenticated writings of the fifth century
b.c., all these distinctions were observed. Where a
wrong usage occurs,—which is very rare,—it can
always be satisfactorily explained. In the third
century b.c., the inflections of the second person
pronouns began to disappear. It became the fashion
to avoid the second person pronouns in all discourses
among the gentlemen of the age. Mencius, who
always addressed his own disciples with the polite
tze (F Sir), advised them to cultivate the sense of
righteousness by extending the feeling of shame on
being addressed thy and thou (#§, V& ). The
disappearance of the inflectional pronouns in the first
and third persons was never complete in the imitative
writings of the classical language. And even to this
day the third person accusative “2.” is never used in

the nominative case; nor is genitive “H:” used

otherwise. But these distinctions were probably

dropped quite early in actual speaking. The
disappearance of these inflections in actual
conversation made these written distinctions

absolutely unintelligible in the absence of a
grammatical science. The pronouns were soon used
at random, and numerous pronouns, which were
found in the old dialects of the classical period, were
confusedly used in writing for the purpose of
furnishing literary variety. As a result, there were at
least two scores of synonyms for the singular
pronouns in the three persons. As to the plural
pronouns, there are none, because the classical
language did not find it necessary to have them. The
few accidental inventions to meet this serious lack
were S B, WH, G, G, etc., which were
incomplete and irregularly used.

But the people found no reason either to cling to
archaic distinctions or to have these indispensable
words of everyday life left in such a state of
confusion. So they set to work and succeeded in
working out a simple and regular system of pronouns.
They found the difference between the nominative
and accusative cases quite unnecessary; accordingly
the distinctions were dropped. For the first person,
they chose the classical accusative wo (FX); for the
second person, the classical genitive ni ({f% = #f);
and for the third person, the word ta (fif) was
selected, which is a variation of the classical
accusative Z (chih) originally pronounced tai. With
these singular forms, they also formed the genitives
by adding to each the preposition ti ([¥]), also a
variation of Z (tai). The formation of the plural
pronouns is still more remarkable. Totally without
precedent in the classical language, the plural
pronouns were formed, first by pronouncing the
singular pronouns with an m ending,2 then by
transforming the m into a syllable mé (%f),3 and

finally into the present form of mén ({"}). And they
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completed the whole series by forming the plural
genitives by adding the ti (1)) to the plural pronouns.

The final achievement is shown in the following

table:
SINGUIAR PLURAL
Person  Nom.&Acc. Gen, Nom. & Acc. Gen.
First ~ Wo & Woti #[¥) Womén F&f" Womenti FAH
Second Ni 1 Niti 7R Nimén /4"  Nimenti /R4
Third  Ta il Tati ffiff) Tamtén f{f Tamanti fbAFIfY
I need not praise the regularity and

reasonableness of this remarkable series which I trust
will be obvious to any one who has to reflect before
he says It is I or It is me. I shall content myself with
remarking that the plural ending mén has been in
many cases extended to nouns as in jenwén (A
men), hsiungtimén (JLZ{" brethren), pengyoumén
(BA/A™ friends). It is interesting to watch whether
this extension of the use of mén as the sign of all
plural nouns will ever succeed in the time to come.

Another group of illustrations may be taken
from the interrogative pronouns. The classical
language has a number of these pronouns, the use of
which is governed by complicated rules. One of the
rules is that when an interrogative pronoun is used as
object to a verb, it invariably precedes the verb; and
that, when used as object to a preposition, it
invariably precedes the preposition. Thus:

What do you like? becomes You what like? (%
%)

Whom do I deceive? becomes I whom deceive?
(E I

What does Chang do? becomes Chang what
does?

(R )

With prepositions

fifLL (wherefore)

fiT7E (wherein)

fi] B (wherefore), etc.

These rules are retained even to this day in the
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imitative writings of the literary class. But the
common sense of the people fails to see any
justification for such unnatural word orders.
Accordingly, common sense has abolished all these
restrictions together with all the superfluous forms
which abound in the classical language. And to-day
we have in the spoken language only two forms of
the interrogative pronoun; namely, shui (ifE) for
persons and shihmo (f{'%) for things, both for all
nominative, dative, and accusative cases. The
inverted word order has disappeared except in a few
compound adverbs such as ho-i (fif LA wherefore?)
and so-i (F/TLL therefore). Thus we now say:

Who has come? KT ?

I deceive who? Fehi T & ?

For whom I labor and suffer? BafEy=77 Byl
122

What has fallen? {13452 12

You like what? /REA]EE?

For what you went away? 1 B[ BE T2

My use of the nominative who in the second
and third examples must have sounded queer to
many of youBut a moment of reflection will
convince us of the irrationality of retaining the dative
and accusative form whom when we find not the
slightest inconvenience in using what for all three
different cases. The moral is that English is only a
language of arrested growth while vulgate Chinese
has had a more thoroughgoing revision by the free
play of common sense.

Another complicated rule governing the use of
pronouns is that, when a pronoun is used as an object
to a verb in a negative sentence, the object must be
placed before the verb and after the adverb or
pronoun of negation. Note that this rule is applicable
only when two conditions are present: namely, that
the sentence must be a negative proposition and that

the object must be a pronoun. For the normal order

of subject-verb-object form is used where the object
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in a negative sentence is a noun, or where a pronoun
is an object in an affirmative proposition. Thus,

1. [ AER, A,

(Hui does not shift [the object of his] anger, nor
repeat a fault.)

2. iz, ARZ, fEZA.

(If some one has heard it or seen it, we call it
existent.)

In both instances, the normal word order is

observed. But we must say:

M, HZR,

(If none has it seen or it heard, we call it non-
existent.)

HARZAL

(I do not it know.)

HEARGE.

(T do not you pardon.)

In the absence of grammatical teaching, a rule
of such complications could not expect to be
generally understood and correctly applied by the
masses who saw absolutely no reason why one must
not say “I do not know him or it” with the same
correctness as “I do not know a tiger or a ghost.”
Consequently, common sense has abolished this
peculiar word order and restored it to the normal
order. “I not him know” now becomes “I not know
he” (FEAFRIGh); and “None it saw” now becomes
“None saw it” (%A NF& Fiflh).

I cannot close my list of illustrations without
mentioning the truly wonderful feat of common
sense in developing the subjunctive form of the verb.
Every one knows that the suffix | (liao), when
used after a verb, is a mark of past tense. But this
form is often used when no past tense is implied, as,
for example:

IR, FIATFIRT .

(Should you fail to come to-morrow, I would

not wait for you any longer.)

bt AN, AHEHRSE T

(Should he not come, all would be over.)

It is easy to see that here the liao (J") is used in
the subjunctive mood. A student of comparative
grammar can readily recognize that the suffix liao
(7) corresponds to the subjunctive ending yi (%) in
classical Chinese, as:

ARERE, AL ER.

(Should any one come to me again, I would be
gone across the Wen River.)

What is most remarkable is that this manner of
indicating the subjunctive by using the past form of
the verb has been unconsciously extended in the
vulgate language until it finally includes every kind
of the subjunctive:

HCABVRIZANES T

(I fear you could not eat any more.)

r]seF)E g, HEEAESE T2

(You have come here; would you really refuse
to go in?)

FRHE B U pbE T

(Without any luggage, 1 could escape more
easily.)

AECE T FFR A R T

(Would you please not to forget the ten taels
you promised me?)

PRAIBIZ0E T .

(I would that you might not talk too much!)

All these subjunctive forms are lacking in the
classical language. The last two examples are
especially interesting, because they are in reality
imperatives put into the more courteous form of a
request. Note the difference between “Ji| £ W~
(Don't talk too much) and “fRA] 5| ZWH T (I would
that you might not talk too much).

Thus has common sense worked at the revision
of the Chinese language. Now it dismisses
cumbersome and complicated rales with a bold
stroke and levels them down to simplicity and

regularity; then it creates new differentiations with a
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fineness in judgment and ingenuity in innovation
which certainly astounds even the skilled

grammarian and philologist. These levelings and
innovations have come about without the slightest
assistance on the part of scholars and literary men;
indeed, it was against their wishes that grammatical
changes should take place at all. A great philosopher
of the Confucian school has solemnly declared that
innovations in language by private individuals are
just as criminal as counterfeiting governmental
weights and measures. And this was to be expected.
For the scholars and men of letters who have been
thoroughly trained in the classical language with all
its subtleties and irrationalities, always consider
themselves defenders or protectors of the purity of
the language, and are as a rule opposed to all
language reforms.

Moreover, languages are by their very nature
conservative. Being the common instrumentality for
mutual understanding among immense number of
persons, a language cannot be modified by
individuals without incurring the gravest punishment
of not being understood. Consequently, if revision or
reform of a language should ever come about at all,
it must of necessity come about through the slow,
though steady, effort of the collective mind. Many
centuries may have been required for the final
successful institution of a slight innovation like the
plural ending mén (f). The process is so slow
indeed that in many countries it was ruthlessly
retarded or even

totally arrested by a premature standardization
or fixation in written and printed form. All the
absurdities in declension and conjugation which we
find in the modern European languages are nothing
but monumental evidences of that most disastrous
event in human history, namely, the premature
fixation of languages in standardized form.

But the Chinese language, as I have remarked,
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has had the good fortune of being completely
ignored by the scholarly class who for a long period
of twenty centuries has confined its sole attention to
the mastery of the dead classical language. The
spoken tongue was thus left to develop itself freely
without ever being unduly impeded either by the
unwelcome assistance of the scholars or by
premature standardization. Nowhere has common
sense had such complete freedom; nowhere has the
work of a collective effort in linguistic reform been
allowed such a long and uninterrupted period of
leisure. I am happy and indeed proud to say that the
common sense of our people has not abused this
complete freedom accorded to them by the disdainful
indifference of the scholarly class, and has carried
out the work of revision and reform more logically,
more thoroughly, and more satisfactorily than that
work has ever been done in any other language of the
human race. The net result is a language which is
infinitely superior to the classical language, and
which, so far as grammar is concerned, is
undoubtedly the most highly developed language in
the world.

Allow me to conclude by quoting a passage
from a contemporary scholar on the working of
common sense in the development of modern
English:

“Behind all the phenomena of changing form
we are aware of the action of a purpose, an
intelligence, incessantly modifying and making use
of this decadence of sound, this wear and tear of
inflections, and patiently forging for itself, out of the
debris of grammatical ruin, new instruments for a
subtle analysis of thought and a more delicate
expression of every shade of meaning. It is an
intelligence which takes advantage of the smallest
accident to provide itself with new resources; and it

is only when we analyze and study the history of

some new grammatical contrivance that we become
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aware of the long and patient labor which has been
required to embody in a new and convenient form a
long train of reasoning. Yet we only know this force
by its workings; it is not a conscious or deliberate,
but a corporate will, an instinctive sense of what the
people wish their language to be; and although we
cannot predict its actions, yet, when we examine its
results, we cannot but believe that thought and
intelligent purpose have produced them. This
corporate will is, indeed, like other human
manifestations, often capricious in its working, and
not all its results are worthy of approval. ... Yet, on
the whole, its results are beyond all praise; it has
provided an instrument for the expression, not only
of thought, but of feeling and imagination, fitted for
all the needs of man, and far beyond anything that
could ever have been devised by the deliberation of
the wisest and most learned experts.

“When the early physicists became aware of
forces they could not understand, they tried to escape
their difficulty by personifying the laws of nature
and inventing ‘spirits’ that controlled material
phenomena. The student of language, in the presence
of the mysterious power that

creates and

changes language, has been

compelled to adopt this medieval procedure and has
vaguely defined, by the name of ‘the Genius of the
Language,” the power that guides and controls its
progress. ...

“Grammarians can help this corporate will by
registering its decrees and extending its analogies;
but they fight against it in vain. ... Better guides are
to be found in our great writers, in whom this sense
of language is highly developed; and it is in them, if
in any one, that this power finds its most efficient
ministers. But even they can only select popular
forms, or at the most suggest new ones; but the
adoption or rejection of these depends on the
enactments of the popular will, whose decrees,
carried in no legislature and subject to no veto, are
final and without appeal.”—Logan Pearsall Smith, in

“The English Language,” pp. 25-30.

1 a.d. 300-600. a.d. 936-1126 (in part).

a.d. 1126-1367. a.d. 1644-1911.
2 FE g, (om), B (nim).

3 This ending was used in all Yuan (G) dramas,
edicts, and other official documents. [t was used in

early Ming (W).

Cultural Rebirth in China Outlined

Dr. Hu Shih, Professor of Peking University, Speaks Before Pan-Pacific Club

Probably the most instructive speech that has
been made on the China situation this year before the
Pan-Pacific Club was the address last Friday of Dr.
Hu Shih, Professor of Peking National University. It
was not couched in prediction but marked a
comprehensive effort to trace within a brief time
what Dr. Hu described as the intellectual renaissance

behind the present struggle between the Nationalists

and their foes in China.

This he defined as "a conscious movement to
work out certain of the Chinese problems in the light
of Chinese needs and in the light of Chinese
historical possibilities."

"This  movement," he said, “began
approximately 12 years ago when we were students

in American. It was the time, as you will recall, when
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reaction reigned supreme in China. It was a few
years after the founding of the Republic, it was a
time when every new element, revolutionary force,
liberal force, was driven out of the country, when
nobody could see any light ahead. In those days
Chinese students in Japan and in England committed
suicide because they could not stand the wave of

pessimism which was flooding China.”

Leaders Fled

"The revolutionary leaders had fled to Japan, to
America, to the South Sea Islands, with the
conviction that there was nothing to be done for the
next five or ten years in the sphere of political
revolution. It was at that time that some of us felt it
necessary to look around for some non-political
factors with which to build up a new foundation for a
new political order. We believed that no government
could be better than its people, and no political order
could be built up without a cultural basis. So there
began, in those years 1915 and 1916, a new
movement which later came to be known as the
Chinese Renaissance.

"It began with a group of students in American
universities. We were carrying on in those years a
controversy on some problem of poetic diction, on
what ought to be the proper poetic diction.

“That little trivial controversy widened into the
larger problem of the future of Chinese language and
literature. The controversy went on for one and a half
years before it was published in China. I published it
on the first day of 1917, and that publication formed
the first declaration of a movement which has been
called the Chinese literary revolution. That
movement meant a conscious advocacy of the
adoption of the spoken language as the national
language, as the literary medium for all educational

purposes and for all literary compositions, for poetry

as well as prose, to take the place of the classical
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language, the ancient language which had become
dead, unspeakable, and unintelligible for at least

2,000 years.

For Living Tongue

“As you know, China had been using a
language which died at least 20 centuries ago, about
120 years B.C., as far as we can tell from
documentary evidence of its mortality. This language
continued to be used in all official documents, text
books, and in respectable branches of literature.
When we began to translate scientific books and the
literature of the west they were in this language. The
novels of Scott, Dumas, Dickens, Conan Doyle, and
even Sir Rider Haggard, were translated into this
language of 20 centuries ago, and it is funny to see
the heros of Walter Scott, the villains of Dickens, the
criminals of Conan Doyle, and even the Zulu chiefs
of Rider Haggard, talking the jargon of 20 centuries
ago.

“What we did ten years ago was consciously to
advocate that this dead language be replaced by the
living tongue of the people. The movement
succeeded in less than ten years. It has succeeded in
revolutionizing the conception of literature in China,
in compelling the Government to adopt, in
compelling the Government to adopt, in 1920, the
order that all its school text books he re-written in
the language of the people, thereby making the
school life of millions of children easier and happier
than that of their fathers. It has succeeded in
producing a new literature. The time is yet too short
to judge this new literature too critically, but it is
quite safe to say that a new literature of vitality of
promise, is in the making, and we have succeeded in
making the education of the masses possible.

“How did we do it? It was done simply through
two methods, which will illustrate the trend, the
of this Chinese

spirit new movement, the
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Renaissance. These methods are the historical
method and the experimental method. At the first the
leaders went back to history to point out to the
people that the classical tradition, the unchanging
classical literature, did not represent the artistic
genius of the nation. It only represented the dead,
lifeless phase of Chinese literature. On the other
hand, side by side and parallel with that dead
classical tradition there had always been throughout
the twenty centuries a continuous development of a
living language intelligible to the people, because
while the scholars were confining their attentions to
the mastery of the dead language, the lowly people,
the uneducated people, produced a literature of their

owi.

Literature of Masses

“The rustic lover, the toilers of the field, the
street reciters, these lowly people wanted a language
to express their immediate feelings of joy of love, or
suffering and of sorrow. They could not wait 20 or
30 years to master a dead language in order to sing a
song or tell a story. So in the course of 20 centuries
the masses produced a vast literature in the language
of the people. They produced a vast number of songs,
of epic stories, of novelettes, and finally great novels,
the great dramas in the 13th and the great novels in
the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. Some were so
popular that they went into every village and home
and hut. This language is the Mandarin Dialect,
spoken in 95 per cent of Chinese territory.

“But our opponents told us that after all the
language which was popular might be good enough
for novels and drama which as not a responsible
branch of literature. So we had to resort to the
second method of experimenting. We invited writers
to join us in experimenting with this language in all
banches of literature, to see whether or not this

language which had produced a great literature could

still be capable of producing a great literature of
living China. I was the first man to write poetry in
this language, in 1916. My first volume of poems
was called ‘The Book of Experiments.’

“Through these two methods the movement
succeeded in less than ten years. I have described in
less than ten years. I have described this in some
detail because this movement illustrates a new
temper, a new spirit. This is not an imitation of the
west nor a blind clinging to the past.

“It is the conscious solution of one of the
Chinese problems, the problem of language, and
incidentally that of education. We cannot teach the
people and the children a language which is not good
enough for the upper classes and the men of letters,
and in order, to teach them in their own language, as
a language of education, we must adapt it as a

language of literature. We must begin with ourselves.

New Great Tribunal

“That is the first phase of this Chinese
Renaissance, and, as you know, language is the
fundamental instrument in thought and expression.
The change, then, involves a change in the
intellectual life. All the traditional values are being
subjected to the great tribunal of doubt, criticism,
and even iconoclasm. Everything is turned upside
down intellectually. These last ten years have seen an
intellectual unrest, an age of trans-valuation of all
traditional values, and without that you cannot
understand all this anti-Christian movement.

“Of course all this involves social unrest. You
find men and women leaving their homes because of
unpleasant family burdens, leaving China to go to
France, without a franc in their pockets, under the
illusion of that movement called cheap labor and
hard work in France, hoping to work there and to go
to college. But they find no work, and many have to

be deported. These things show a new social unrest
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in China.

“The next change is the political revolution. We
clearly resolved at first not to take an interest in
politics; we were trying to seek a new foundation in
non-political factors.

“I was one of those who resolved never to talk
politics for 20 years to come. But while we tried to
avoid politics, politics did not avoid us. The political
situation became so bad that the leaders could not
resist the temptation or the responsibility of
interfering with politics. Exactly eight years ago, in
1919, the students in Peking arose as a protest
against the decision of the Paris Peace Conference
with regard to Japan’s rights over German
possessions in China. These students marched
through the streets, they burned down a house, and
finally compelled the government to yield to popular
demands for the dismissal of three notorious

ministers.

Then Youth Arose

“We wanted to avoid politics in order that we
might peacefully build up a background, but after all
we had to resort to education, and we cannot have
education when our teachers are 24 months behind in
their pay, and we cannot have education when the
youth of the nation are too impatient because
education is a slow process. So the youth of the
country arose to participate in political movements.
They were usually unorganized, but somehow the
last four years they are gradually organizing in a
political party. They are now accepting the
constructive programme of the Nationalist party,
which has a standing army, organization, discipline,
and is inspired by political ideals that have made an

impression in China, and has succeeded in acquiring
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more than half of China proper.

“It may be that all that is premature, that we
may have continual discouraging movements in the
future in order to prepare for better foundations. But
after all we must understand those forces in the
background in order to understand this present
movement. It may be that we are too conservative,
but we must understand these constructive forces in
order to understand events which are sometimes

unpleasant to observers.”

Viscount Inouye Back

Prince Tokugawa was in the chair. He warmly
welcomed the return of Viscount Inouye to the Club,
explaining that he had been absent at the regular
meetings because Cabinet meeting were on Friday
and as Minister of Railways, Viscount Inouye
attended instead of presiding at the club luncheons.
Prince Tokugawa also informed the club that a
Pan-Pacific Club had been established at Osaka,
meeting on the third Wednesday of each month at the
Osaka Hotel, and that another is to be inaugurated at
Kyoto.

Viscount Inouye spoke briefly regretting his
seemingly “unpardonable negligence” of the club
during his year of service as a Cabinet member. He
declared that he would attend every meeting of the
club in the future.

Mr. Paige Monteagle of San Francisco, who is
making a trip around the world with Dr. Manley O.
Hudson, professor of international law at Harvard
Law School, was the final speaker. Monteagle lauded
the Pan-Pacific movement and predicted that “on all
sides we can look forward to solving problems of the
future by round table discussion and by friendly

meetings such as this today.”
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