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Abstract

Using the recently published Diary of Yun Yu-ding as a basis of discussion,
this paper explains the formation and attitude of Qing Dynasty loyalists in Beijing
and Tianjin. In the late Qing period, Yun Yu-ding rejected xinzheng (FFEQ)
promoted by the imperial court, particularly its political and academic prospects
regarding tradition and modernity. This is a phenomenal complex, many loyalists
considered it to be a crucial reason for the fall of Qing Dynasty. Moreover, as a
Qing loyalist, Yun’s diary also reflect his loyalty towards Qing Dynasty. If the
diary is a reflection of the inner self, how should we interpret Yun’s views on the
politics of the Republic of China and his interaction with the authorities?
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