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Interactions between Feelings and Society: The Transformed
Positions of Vernacular and Literary Language in the Late Qing
and Early Republic China

Chih-hung Lin
Abstract

By analyzing three dimensions from Hu Shih’s “Fifty years recently
in Chinese literary”, this research discusses the arguments of vernacular
and literary language in early Republic China. The author investigates
mentalities of Chinese intellectuals in a long-term historical context and
process. The first section is that the late Qing intellectuals made a
distinction of “ours” / “theirs” with the complex feelings to enlighten
common people. In other words, intellectuals were called on people by
literary language, but they still wrote with vernacular. The second part
discusses two changes of social structure in early twentieth century China:
the 1905 abrogation of civil examinations and the 1911 revolution. Both
of these changes were further impelled to transform the positions of
vernacular and literary language. For instance, the writing of vernacular
always viewed as a symbol of monarchic restoration. The last part, for the
purpose of state-building, literary language became to a “national
language” which accompanied with the market of press capitalism. It is
sure enough all of these developments of vernacular and literary language
were results from “interactions between feelings and society” in early
twentieth century China.

Keywords: vernacular, literary language, national language, Hu Shih, the
Late Qing and Early Republic China









