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The mentalities and appearances of Qing loyalists in
Republican China: the case of Liu Sheng-mu and
Chang Chu Zhai essays

Chih-hung Lin’
Abstract

This article attempts to analyze mentalities and appearances of Qing loyalists in
Republican China except for macro-intellectuals and their political restoration. Here
I take a case of Liu Sheng-mu (%] # K > 1878-1959) and his Chang Chu Zhai essays
(¥ # 715 %), the item for my discussion mainly divided into three parts. The first
part | investigate “intellectual source” of Liu Sheng-mu and try to understand
mentalities of Qing loyalists. The second part discusses some features of the Liu’s
concept of “fengsu” (JA#5 » social customs and habits), and observes how to treat
and explain social orders or human relationships. Finally, the third part of this article
explores the symbolic meanings of Qing loyalists in terms of their compiled
biographies, clothes and appearances.

In the past, Chang Chu Zhai essays was always viewed as a resource of
philology. People seldom look for the meanings in essays which the author would
express and debate. In reality, of these themes in essays such as lijao (% #% - feudal
ethics and rites), new education, position of women, even views of shaodao (#i§ -
filial piety) and so on, are public opinions discussed in late Qing and early
Republican China. That is to say, all kinds of Liu’s opinions and affairs also prove
the appearances and responses of Qing loyalists in “political culture” of early
Republican China.

Keywords: Qing loyalists, Liu Sheng-mu, Chang Chu Zhai essays, fengsu, political

culture
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