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Chinese Military Officers and World
War I: Observation and Reflection

Li Chang”

Abstract

The First World War of 1914-1918 was a disaster to human beings. Though it
was called a “world war” and the countries in two different camps fought against each
other, the battlefields were mainly in Europe. China entered the war in 1917 and

became a member of the Allies. Therefore, after the war China enjoyed the position of

triumphant, 7

During the war China sent labors to Europe and dispatched troops to join the
Siberia Expedition. No Chinese soldier fought any battle in Europe. - However, several
Chinese military officers were invited to observe the battlefields. On their .way to
Europe, some of them had chances to examine the war efforts in Japan and the United
States. Others realized the damage caused by war in Russia and England. In additior_:,

a few Chinese military officers did approach the battlefields and gained their experienc'e

. .
Research Fellow, Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica; Professor, History Department,
National Dong Hwa University.
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at first hand. Among them, Chen Shao-kuan and Shen Hung-lie became leaders in the
Chinese navy in the 1930s and 1940s. The experience of observing the First World War

had some influence on their developing the Chinese navy.

Keywords:. Wprld War I, Chen Shao-kuan, Shen Hung-lie, Lin Kuo-keng,
United States of American, Japan, United Kingdom.
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