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Abstract

When the government of the Republic of China (ROC) retreated to Taiwan in
1949, more than one million military personnel and civilians moved to their new island
home. These “mainlanders,” as they were originally called by the native Taiwanese
who had settled in this island for decades, gradually adapted themselves to being
labeled as “new immigrants.” Because they were far away from their hometown, these
mainlanders were haunted by memories of as well as longing for their families and
homes. Sharing the common experience of living in a foreign land, people coming from
the same province organized associaions to provide comfort and support for each other.
Various activities were held to sustain close relationships among their members, and
some associations even released their own publications.

The Shandong wenxian Quarterly, first published in June 1975, has developed its
own distinctive characteristics in the course of publishing 112 issues within 28 years.
Because most of its editors were historians, in addition to nostalgic recollections they
also called for articles about historical figures and events related to Shandong Province,
some of which may be accorded the status of subsidiary historical records. Especially
noteworthy articles treated the experiences of the guerrilla wars and conflicts between
Communists and Nationalists during the Second Sino-Japanese War and civil war.

In 1987, the ROC government put into effect the policy of allowing people to visit
their relatives in China. From then on, essays telling about return journeys started to be
included, some of which were suggestions or comments about the development of their

hometowns. However, as the first generation of new immigrants withered and fell in old
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age, their second generation descendants born in Taiwan found little connection to their
parents’ native land and were unable to relate to their nostalgic longings. It was hard to
keep the young generation interested in maintaining the Shandong wenxian Quarterly,

and it eventually suspended publication in 2003.

Keywords: Shandong wenxian Quarterly, mainlanders, Chang Yu-fa, Tao Ying-hui,
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