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-108-



F S L BB T B — R B R R SR R B R AR E A

% BEIRETLIET - ks - BB RBHHRHE 2 /KGR (salicylaldehyde) -
M AKSEE SRR E L KGR BUMIRER T 2BRHEGL B2 [
EIUCEE |, (Aspirin) « 7

LEEF - AHRRAEHLHE  CHRE—EE5EFE  BREHEES - X
TES BB - S5 - BERRERERIR L - FTLIE 1898 &Fit »
BEEEFEHTAEEN (FHEREARR) @ FRERNESAEE  HHF
FIRAEER A ERVEES - N FRMIREE - i HEREEHEMTE TFE
W R EAHE - PRI B > FEEMSRLRERGE S KBy B Em e
BEAE  SEMMIAMERRER S b4 FELERSHE TTIEEE - 8
FRFAmBEEE » RHAFABEEL - fii0 FHREE THMELE, - KK
B TFRrEZE , (Somatose) ~ ML B TR, & o

RELERESER  ORBEER . MASFEEER  RIMEZTIR
FRRYEGH » BRETEEFIEE > EEIEEL > SABEHHE M LS - a5
FIgH - EHEENKIHEET  AFRE—REEE - BE BRFER &
BRI ELE  EEEEPERALR  —RARENE AL RE/EZEER
TH - —EEIT 1910 /0% - HRIEEMEFEER - BREIHIBEZNE
ETBEERUIHRT  B—RARDERRNZRE  thfIEBRI AR HE
BREAWMALE - FREZER  FEAEN—EROCEYR  EHES
RN\ FEt G HEMBRAER R BNLSE AREEEEEFEE -
1914 £ BTHMNGE @ FEHREEEFERF > SHEERF LREFFEY
+FEE B FITHBEEN AL ER—RAREREIE S SRR
BFEEATE - 1916 F5k » HRM AT BAEXROEFEEIGER - MAMEE
RESETRACRE M IR TS - R E#CEEMER - E8 KRBTIEES - HFE
BEE BEEAR TFENERLERER ) BEKRF - hREEME LB

37 Charles C. Mann and Mark L. Plummer, The Aspirin Wars, pp. 23-27.
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Aspirin in China: Trade Mark Disputes between China’s
Pharmaceutical Industry and I.G. Farben, 1936-49

Ning Jennifer Chang’

Abstract

To better understand the transformation from Chinese medicines to
Western medicines used in health care in modern China, as well as the
globalization of the drug industry in the past century and a half, this article
examines “Aspirin,” the most important and widely-used pain-reliever in the
twentieth century, as a case study. Focusing on its introduction to China
and ensuing trade mark disputes, this article shows that by the 1930s the
Chinese had already built up their own pharmaceutical industry and formed a
nationwide trade association. Furthermore, the association used the name
“new medicine” rather than “Western medicine” so as to distinguish their
products from the foreign, imported drugs. Chinese pharmaceutical
companies started their industry by copying foreign formulas including
Aspirin, which led to lengthy litigation with 1.G. Farben. Intriguingly, the
Chinese eventually won their case by persuading the Chinese government
that aspirin had become a commonly-used name for pain relievers and thus
lost the essential distinction of a trade mark. Though this seems to be a
typical case of Chinese indigenous enterprises versus a multinational
corporation, this paper argues that these events reveal the astonishing degree
to which pharmaceutical companies, whether indigenous or multinational,
rely on the power of the state to protect their products.

Keywords: Aspirin, trade mark disputes, I.G. Farben, China’s
pharmaceutical industry, Western medicine, “new medicine”
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