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A Study of Commentaries on Female
Celibacy in Early 20™ Century China

Chien-ming Yu

Abstract

When proponents of singleness spoke out in 20" century China, they were
immediately met with strong doubts and concerns, especially those advocating
female Celibacy. This paper studies magazine and newspaper publications
made during the first half of the 20" century centering on female Celibacy. The
chapter on “Listening to the Voice of Female Celibacy” analyses the possible
reasons why some females chose to remain single from the perspective of
Western influences. The chapter “Solving the Problem of Female Celibacy:
Speaking on Whose Behalf?” covers a wide scope of commentaries such as
those on family issues, marriage, and women’s fear of the practice of
footbinding, as well as the commentators’ words of comfort, cajoling, and
efforts to educate, as well as their proposal for reforms, in their wish to support
or condemn female Celibacy. In “Reconstructing the Situation of Female

Celibacy: Real or Imagined?,” focus is made on commentators’ efforts to deride,
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show compassion for or even, threaten women from practicing singleness. The
chapter “Single Women’s Attitude: Giving in or insisting?” tries to probe into
the words and life experiences of single women as a way of responding to the

commentaries made on the subject.

Key Words: female Celibacy, unarranged marriage, independence and self-

determination, free courtship, Early 20™ century
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