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grRAAL © Transpacific Reverberations of An Extraordinary Gift: The
China House and Chinese Cultural Diplomacy in the United States at the
Crossroads, 1943-1944



My presentation focuses on the philanthropic transaction of the gift of a midtown
Manhattan townhouse by the Henry Luce Foundation to the China Institute in
America between 1943 and 1944 and its transpacific impact on the direction of
Chinese cultural diplomacy in the United States. As the only such organization under
the directorship of cosmopolitan Chinese intellectuals, the China Institute faced an
unprecedented financial crisis in 1943 and was compelled to scramble for any
potential philanthropic contributions. The Institute failed to impress the hardheaded
Rockefellers, but secured the generous gift from Luce, a romantic champion of
Chinese culture yet also a staunch supporter of the Chinese Nationalist government
and. Luce’s patronage of the Institute further attracted funding from the Nationalist
government, which had been forced to suspend its own cultural diplomacy initiatives
during the protracted Sino-Japanese War and was searching for a reputable proxy to
shore up its reputations in the United States. The Luce gift, a cultural decision in
origin, inadvertently politicized the China Institute’s pragmatic fundraising and
facilitated, as my dissertation will demonstrate, its contingent partnership with the

Nationalists in the ensuing Cold War.
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