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Hsieh-Tou Violence and Lineage Feuding in

Southern Fukien and Eastern Kwangtung*

Harry J. Lamley (#E31)

The feud has long been universally recognized as a distinct type
of organized violence. At present many communities throughout the
world are still afflicted by feuding and related forms of strife. These
feud-ridden localities are to be found in such diverse regions as Northern
Ireland and India and Sri Lanka, where interethnic feuding persists, and
in areas of the Mediterranean, the Middle East, and North Africa
where blood feuding lingers on. Moreover, in the provinces of Fukien
and Kwangtung vestiges of communal feuding stemming from lineage
and surname feuds of the Ch’ing and Republican periods have reportedly
reemerged in some coastal areas.

The occurrence of feud violence in present-day mainland China
should not be a cause of surprise. Traditional concepts of revenge and
justifiable homicide have spurred on blood and communal feuding there
since classical antiquity, and under Ch’ing rule the communal feud became
a major category of local violence. The reappearance of bfeuding in
Fukien and Kwangtung illustrates that the feud is by nature long lasting
or interminable; feuding may lapse and then blossom forth again. The
enduring quality of the feud, even under varied social conditions,
makes this form of violence particularly attractive for historical study.

In this presentation I shall deal with lineage feuding in southern
Fukien and eastern Kwangtung during the Ch’ing dynasty.  This form
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of communal feud, carried on between rival lineages or surname groups,
became endemic in the coastal prefectures of the region during the
eighteenth century, and gave rise to serious armed affrays. In the
Yung-cheng reign (1723-35) such lineage and surname feud strife began
to be labeled as “hsich-tou” W& (armed affrays) by concerned Ch’ing
officials. Gradually, the Asieh-fou designation was also applied to
interlineage conflicts elsewhere as well as to communal feud strife
between other types of rival groups throughout China and among Chinese
settlements overseas. Nevertheless, this term was used most consistently
in reference to the endemic lineage feuding that prevailed in Fukien
and Kwangtung, especially in those coastal prefectures (Ch’éian-chou
S M and Chang-chou 4} in southern Fukien, and Ch’ao-chou /i and
Hui-chou # M| in eastern Kwangtung) where #siek—fou outbreaks were
first reported and continued to persist throughout the nineteenth and
over much of the twentieth century.

Research on lineage feuding in this region relies heavily on Ch’ing
documentary and literary references to ksieh—tou violence. Here 1 shall
first treat with the hsieh-tou designation by which the communal feud
in its various forms may be identified. Next, I shall deal with major
traits peculiar to the lineage and surname feuding in the four coastal
prefectures, and then describe the feud alignments and networks that
developed there. Finally, I shall briefly attempt to identify causes and
motives for this sustained feuding. 1 have dealt more in detail with
these aspects of hsieh-fou violence and lineage feuding in recent papers
(Lamley 1986; and forthcoming).

The Hsieh-tou Designation and the Communal Feud

The hsieh—tou designation began to be used consistently by Ch’ing
officials in 1728 when pao 4, and Ch’t 7§ surname alignments, in
T'ung-an [§%2 county of Ch’iian-chou prefecture, were reported to
the throne. The term was derived from commonly used phrases depicting
armed affrays, such as “lieh-hsieh ko-tou” F|hEi%[sf(arrayal of weapons
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and pitched battles), used in official accounts.  This type of conflict
was deemed more serious than ordinary affrays (fou-ou [EE) due to
the multitude of combatants and their ready use of weapons. Also
clearly depicted in memorials reporting hsieh-fou violence was the
element of revenge indicative of feud strife: in this case smaller lineages
retaliating against the aggressions of larger ones over, apparently, a
lengthly period of time.

Eventually, the hsieh-fou designation was recognized as a separate
affray category based on legal distinctions drawn between such relatively
large and prearranged (y#-hsien FH4c) armed affrays and more ordinary
collective or planned affrays (kung-ou It or mou-ou FHEE). In 1822,
two substatutes pertaining specifically to hsieh-fou violence received
imperial approval, and were subsequently incorporated in the Ch’ing
Penal Code. One referred to lineage-financed affrays in Fukien and
Kwangtung; the other to vengeful homicide (ch’ou-sha %) cases
arising from lineage-type feud affrays. The latter substatute reflects
the spread of lineage or similar forms of communal feuding, for this
law applied to six southern provinces: Kwangtung, Fukien (with the
exception of Taiwan), Kwangsi, Kiangsi, Hunan and Chekiang (Hsiieh
1970: nos. 290-16 and 290-17, 841).

Meanwhile, the hsieh-tou designation continued to be extended to
armed feud strife between other types of rival groups in both official
reports and the private writings of apprehensive literati. The term
was frequently used in reference to the subethnic feud strife (fen-lei
hsieh-tou 5y¥EMRE) between groups of Chinese settlers in Taiwan during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. These settler groups hailed
from various parts of southern Fukien and eastern Kwangtung, and
formed rival enclaves based on cifferences in speech, religious obser—
vances, and native-place origins (Lamley 1981a: 291-309). Distinctions
of ethnicity and provenance also tended to set Chinese overseas com-
munities apart. The hsieh—tou designation, however, was only applied
occasionally to feud affrays in Southeast Asia and North America.



46 IR B FrEE A

The term was used more in regard to interethnic feuding throughout
mainland China: that is, rather frequently in reports of Hakka-Punti
(&#p) strife in Kwangtung and Kwangsi; and less often in accounts
of - Chinese-Moslem (kan-hui #i[E]) and Commoner-Christian (min-
chiao %) affrays. Also, feud conflicts between sects, associations,
or sworn-brotherhood groups were sometimes labeled “hsieh-tou,” as
were armed affrays between estranged villages in various parts of
China (Lamley 1977:10-16).

In all, these various hsieh-fou usages indicate that the most severe
communal feuding assumed two major forms. One form prevailed
among rival groups based on demonstrated or putative descent and
kinship, such as the lineages and surname aggregates at feud in Fukien
and Kwangtung. The other developed from competition and hostilities
between discrete communities with pronounced ethnic and native-place
differences.

The various sets of mutually hostile groups involved in these two
major feud forms functioned ordinarily as corporate communities, That
is, they were communities in which at least some part of the communal
wealth was owned or shared collectively on a continuous basis, be
they lineages or lineage branches, villages or neighborhood groups, or
discrete territorial groupings of a ruralor urban cast. Such communities
were enduring groups, and tended to possess sufficient manpower and
resources to engage in costly ksieh-fou engagements.

Feuds between corporate communities of this nature invariably
involved the entire group membership at hand, including all social
classes.  Although the hsieh-fou label may occasionally have been
applied to intermittent affrays between landlord and tenant bands, the
designation was seldom indicative of direct class conflict among different
social strata. This was also true in respect to hsieh-fou outbreaks
reported between rival sworn-brotherhood groups or local -associations—
groups that may have represented a distinct class or else definite class
interests.  Class conflict crosscutting vertically structured communities,
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however, did sometimes influence the course of communal feuds, as
when poor members of lineages at feud strove to perpetuate hsieh-tou
disorder for their own benefit.

Viewed in the context of organized violence, the #&sieh-fou may
seem tantamount to the feud. Both terms refer to vengeful actions
capped usually by retaliatory homicides.  The feud, however, is a
lasting or interminable relationship between _sets of mutually hostile
parties, characterized by murderous assaults in revenge for previous
homicides, insults, and other alleged wrongdoings. Hsieh-tou, in
contrast, should be regarded as short-term episodes of violence during
the course of an enduring communal feud. Standard Chinese lacks an
exact equivalent for the Western term “feud,” and Ch’ing authorities
were generally concerned with the ksieh-tou disorder at hand.  Hence
Ch’ing references tend not to differentiate clearly between short-term
feud affrays and long-term feuding relationships, nor do they usually
attempt to describe the feud process in its entirety.

Twentieth-century scholars who pioneered in research on hsieh-tou
disorder also failed as a rule to deal adequately with the communal
feud process in their major studies. These pioneers include Ino Kanori
GHEEEEAT (1928: 1, 929-53), who concentrated on subethnic and other
forms of hsieh-tou violence in Taiwan; Niida Noboru {=3FmpE(1952),
who treated in genmeral with various groups at feud throughout China;
and Lang Ch’ing-hsiao j§% %%, who in several articles (including Lang:
1933 and 1935) described both lineage and ethnic (Hakka-Punti) hsieh-
tou disorder in Kwangtung and Kwangsi. Hsiao Kung-chuan 3/ #
(1960: 357-70, 419-33), writing in English, equated the terms “feud”
and “hsieh-tou,” and dealt at length with the background and causes
for various forms of communal feud strife during the Ch’ing period.
Nevertheless, he too did not treat with the feud as an enduring
relationship, nor did he study the many impulses and incentives that
serve to motivate feuding. The feud, after all, is a type of ongoing
hostile relationship that can be perpetuated indefinitely by intangible
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factors (such as pride and honor) and mutual grievances even though
they may seem petty or irrational to the outsider (Black-Michaud
1975:122, 178-80, 210).

The communal feud (as I have used the term here and elsewhere)
denotes not only feuding between corporate communities, but also a
relatively unrestrained kind of violent relationship. In this respect the
communal feud differs from the blood-feud, a conflict subject to
control by customary rules and restraints, as described by anthropologists
(Beattie 1964: 267; Boehm 1984). The open-ended nature of lineage
feuding in southern Fukien and eastern Kwangtung tended to make this
regional form of communal feud particularly difficult to constrain or
terminate either by informal social controls or by the formal workings
of the Ch’ing state (Lamley 1981b: 21-8). Through systems of
alliances large alignments of lineage and surname aggregates, or entire
multivillage and district populations, were drawn into local feuds.
Networks of outside mercenaries and other criminal and indigent
elements also came to participate in hsieh-tou engagements. Within
the turbulent regional setting even the state became party to the
communal feud,

Lineage and Surname Feuding

In the four coastal prefectures the principal parties at feud were
lineages or lineage branches, usually of neighboring villages. Interlineage
conflicts escalated when other parties were drawn into the feud.
The most substantial groupings among these auxiliary parties tended
to be either surname groups, consisting of nearby lineages and branches,
or else groups of inhabitants identified by their villages, neighborhoods,
or districts. Feud alliances led to the formation of alignments of a
temporary nature or, at times, to the establishment of surname con-
federations of a more permanent character.

Although lineage feuds sometimes escalated, the original sets of
rival lineages remained the chief contenders and, initially at Ileast,
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the feuding was financed by the corporate wealth of their lineage
communities. This corporate funding was mainly derived from ancestral
estate (chi-t’ien X[ or cheng-ch’ang-t’ien ZK'E H)proceeds. Hsieh-
tou engagements were costly affairs, however, and proved to be a
severe drain on communal corporate wealth. As the feuding continued,
the constituent families of the lineage were forced to make private
(ssu F.) contributions.

Oftentimes, hardships caused by sustained feuding fostered divisive
tendencies within the lineage community. Therefore, during the course
of a feud Chinese lineages did not always maintain the intragroup
cohesion and solidarity that have been generally regarded as major
attributes of groups at feud (Beattie 1964; Black-Michaud 1975). On
the other hand, the fsung-fsu 52} type of lineage, formed upon the
‘principle of common patrilineal descent from distant ancestors and
bound by agnatic kinship ties, proved to be hardy and flexible enough
in its operations to engage in enduring feuds lasting over many generations.

Befitting commercialized areas with scarce resources, interlineage
rivalry in the coastal prefectures centered around profitable enterpirses
and on things in short supply or of intrinsic value. Quite often, such
rivalries were already deep-rooted, or else tended to become so when
disputes failed to be resolved or when the parties involved directly
resorted to retaliatory actions against one another. Hsieh-fou outbreaks
amounted to mutual reprisals on the part of entire communities.
Hence they often marked the formal outset of lineage feuds, aslocally
declared or perceived.

The basic preparations for hsieh-fou engagements, as summarized
in the 1822 substatute dealing with vengeful homicides, included the
mobilization of manpower (chiu-chung #+&), gathering adequate funds
(lien-ch’ien $y8%), and setting the dates of battles (yiek-ch’c F9H.
Manpower was mainly needed for the armed bands of braves (yung
%) who engaged in the fighting. Numerous able-bodied kinsmen were
used for these interlineage affrays although wealthy lineages sometimes
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preferred to hire mercenaries rather than risk the loss of manpower in
their communities. = Moreover, destitute kinsmen were contracted to
serve as ‘“substitutes” (ling-hsiung TEY.) for those who committed .
homicides in battle.

Hsieh-tou engagements were expensive affairs. Hired mercenaries
had to be paid. Also, pensions and other benefits were allotted to
the families of those “substitutes” executed for having confessed to
crimes of homicide. The purchase of arms became another substantial
cost during the nineteenth century when modern firearms were used
by lineages at feud. Even larger sums had to be set aside for expenses
incurred sutsequent to armed affrays. Then the civil and military
officials, along with the retinues of soldiers and government underlings
that accompanied them to the scenes of battle, had to be brited and
paid fees and “traveling costs.” Finally, other large amounts had to
be raised for the costly litigation that ensued as an outcome of the
crimes and destruction brought about by feud affrays. Over the course
of a feud the costs of bribes and litigation required continuous heavy
payments that helped to deplete the corporate and private wealth of the

“rival lineages involved.

Careful planning was allegedly a hallmark of the interlineage hsieh-
tou. The managers of such contests announced the dates of battle in
advance so that the communities at feud could prepare and others in
the vicinity would be forewarned of the impending outbreak of these
spectacles of violence. However, sources indicate (especially during
the nineteenth century) that hsieh-fou could amount to surprise attacks
by one village on another. Neither were the arrangements so carefully
planned, especially when lineage leadership gravitated to less cautious
members or when parties from without, including powerful local
elements and venal officials and underlings, sought to foment hsieh-fou
outbreaks for their own profit,

Ch’ing accounts deal primarily with hsieh-fou actions, and provide
little information on the less violent aspects of the communal feud.
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They do reveal that lineages kept score of the dead and wounded so
that they might retaliate in kind or use such figures in their litigation
or peace negotiations. Following their feud affrays, truces or settle-
ments also were sometimes arranged. On the whole, though, there
seem to have been few if any customary rules and binding obligations
developed for the pacification of feuds. Truces and peace settlements
appear to have been drawn up and then broken primarily on the
dictates of feud strategies.

The lack of customary restraints regulating interlineage feuds can
be attributed in part to the crucial role that the state played in the feud
process. When crowds gathered and homicides occurred, local officials
were obliged to intercede, no matter how corrupt or tardy they proved
to be in their responses. The homicide and affray cases that resulted
were tried and reviewed in yamen courts at various levels. Feud-related
lawsuits over “minor” grievances and disputes, -if successfully initiated
on behalf of rival lineage clients, were similarly judged in the courts
of local government. Thus litigation normally formed important
sequences in the course of interlineage feuds, and the Ch’ing legal
process, involving arrests, trials and punishment, served as principal
form of control in lieu of any well developed customary restraints.
In this respect the state became a third party to the communal feud.

Dedicated officials also attempted to arbitrate between rival lineages
or to sponsor mediation that could lead to truces and the pacification
of feuds. Nevertheless, such positive efforts by the Ch’ing government
to restrain local feuding were offset by the antics of venal officials
and underlings who sought to incite and profit from hsiek-fou disorder.
Due to their malicious influence the state more often became a predatory
party to the feud than a pacificatory third party. The efforts by
lineages at feud to gain advantages by way of officials and underlings
through bribes and connections served to reinforce this predacious role
of the state in the feud process.

During the nineteenth century the importation of modern firearms
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had a profound effect on lineage feuding in southern Fukien and eastern
Kwangtung. Previously, a variety of old-style weapons, including
types of musketry, had been employed in hsieh-fou engagements.
Since these weapons were generally of a short-ranged use, armed feud
affrays had entailed closely drawn pitched battles. Over the nineteenth
century the increasingly widespread use of western-type rifles, along
with both old-style and modern cannon, led to alterations in the style
of warfare. Armed feud bands fought more frequently from protected
positions instead of engaging in oren combat as before.. This new
style of warfare also brought on armed assaults against villages including
surprise attacks. As a result, villages became more heavily fortified
with stout walls and fortifications replete with cannon emplacements
and watch towers.

The widespread use of -modern firearms and a new style of combat
created a need for skilled marksmen in feud affrays. So-called “gunmen”
(ck’iang-shou 1T or ch’ung-shou £E=F), trained in the use of
western-type rifles as well as old-style muskets, were contracted as
mercenaries by lineages at feud in the more prosperous coastal areas.
These hired killers also added to the terror spawned by feud strife.
When not employed in ksieh-tou engagements, they were contracted
for other vengeful acts of violence, such as assassinations, or else
they robbed and pillaged on their own,

Feud Alignments and Networks

The prevalence of skilled mercenaries engaged in local feud
operations is indicative of greater outside participation and an escalation
of lineage feuding. Interlineage feuds initially had assumed more
extensive proportions by way of surname and territorial alignments.
Surname alignments were first reported in  conjunction with the
hsieh—ton outbreaks between pao and ch’i groupings in 1728, A year
later, other different-surname (i-khsing 21{4) alliances bearing similar
descriptive group titles (#'ung [, hai ¥ and wan ) were also
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identified in Ch’ian-chou. Rival alignments, formed by alliances among
local descent groups bearing the same or different surnames, were
generally rural in nature. They spanned a number of villages in a
given locality or district. Some surname confederations of this type
lasted for many generations.

Territorial alignments, in contrast, tended to be more extensive
but less enduring in nature. These alignments sometimes encompassed
several districts, including towns and suburban areas. In order to
survive virtually all households had to support the feud alignment that
“protected” their particular locality whenever far reaching “district
affrays” (hsiang-tou #FE) occurred.

During the nineteenth century feuding networks, organized and
controlled by local chieftains and “strongmen” (#'u-hao +%), also
brought about territorial buildups of a paramilitary character. These
feuding networks developed after gangs of professional mercenaries
had formed banner societies (ch’i-hui HE€y) in a number of counties.
For example, Red and White Banners operated in Chang -p’u TS TR
county in Chang—chou, as did banner societies displaying the same
colors in Hui-an % county in Ch’éian-chou. Black and White Banners
flourished in Nan-an F§% county of Ch’iian-chou as well as in
adjacent areas of the Yung-ch’un % department and Hsing-hua B{},
prefecture. Elsewhere, Red and Black Banners sprang up in Hai-feng
¥gu and Lu-feng % counties in Hui-chou after the territorial form
of feud alignment had developed there during the 1820s. By around
1860, these two societies had expanded their operations to ten or
more counties in Hui—chou and Ch’ao-chou. Such various banner-society
sets functioned as competing feud bands 1n their respective county
areas. When hsieh-tou engagements were staged, each hired out to a
rival side.

Extensive feuding networks drew more criminal and indigent elements
into lineage and surname operations. This was evident in Lu-feng
where Red and Black chieftains readily recruited banner “gunmen” for
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feud buildups, along with bandits and indigent sorts. Whenever they
learned of impending ksieh-fou outbreaks, these chieftains negotiated
contracts for their recruits, then assumed control of the fighting,
Similarly, local “strongmen” are said to have become the chief insti-
gators of armed feud affrays in areas of Ch’ao-chou. These unruly
types had close contacts with bandits and the “fences” (wo-tsang FEHE)
and pawnshops that served their gangs. When feud strife flared
up, they mustered bandits by the hundreds and collected crowds of
vagrants from many districts.

In order to support more costly and devastating feud affrays,
lineages had to turn elsewhere for financial support beyond that
supplied by corporate estates and private contributions. Nineteenth
century sources indicate that belligerent Fukien and Kwangtung lineages
oftentimes depended heavily on remittances (and foreign arms) received
from kinsmen overseas. From at least the Opium War period (1839-
42) it also appears that lineages, or their powerful households, more
frequently resorted to o'rganized crime as a means to augment their
income.

Causation and Motivation

Southern Fukien and eastern Kwangtung had long been a turbulent
region. A dense population and scarce resources fostered rivalry and
contributed to the dissidence and violence. More wealth was concentrated
in the commercialized coastal lowlands than in the less productive
mountainous areas further inland, yet this wealth was unevenly
distributed and the competition was particularly keen. In the
coastal prefectures acute social tension reflected not only general
insecurity on the part of the inhabitants but deep-rooted conflicts in
interest between the traditional state and the commercialized society
as well. There powerful lineages, boasting of large ancestral estates
and f‘amily households numbering in the hundreds and thousands, helped
to perpetuate the uneven division of local wealth. Strong enough to
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fend off the government to a great extent, such belligerent lineages
enriched themselves at the expense of their weaker neighbors.
Dominant lineages in the same. vicinity became bitter rivals as well
and also tended to feud.

From a broad perspective this lineage feuding appears to have
been a response to unstable ecological and socioeconomic conditions
and a product of the keen competition that prevailed. Issues of local
contention included land and boundary disputes and controversies over
water rights. Attempts to monopolize local markets, transportation
systems, and mineral resources also created rivalries between lineage
communities, as did competition over grave sites and even marriage in
localities where shortages of marriageable females existed. Further—
more, intangible matters that were felt to be vital to communities
at large became issues involving feud rivalry. The redemption of
debts, misunderstandings concerning reputation and pride, and disputes
hinging on ancestral and lineage honor are common examples of such
sensitive issues,

Given these factors relating to historical causation, lineage feuding
may be identified as an extreme form of competition for scarce
resources, benefits, and things of an intrinsic value. Scholars (including
Niida, Lang and Hsiao), in their research on hsiek-fou violence and
the Chinese communal feud, have discussed similar causal factors in
other Ch’ing-period settings. Depending on the setting, of course, the
general character of local feud competition varied to some degree.
Thus Elizabeth J. Perry (1980:74-80) has depicted feuding in the
impoverished Huai-pei #Edjt region of North China as a form of
predatory violence. Viewed in the context of the stark ecology of
this region, the communal feud seems to have been reduced to more
of a struggle for the basic needs for human survival.

Cause and effect relationships also existed between communal
feuding and other forms of dissidence and violence prevailing in Ch’ing
China. Using an ecological approach to the study of violence, Perry
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has related the feud to various modes of local and regional violence
in terms of predatory and protective strategies developed among hard-
pressed Huai-pei populations. In a different vein, Chuang Chi-fa
JEEEE (1982:11-18; 1986:21-35) has related the emergence of surname
alignments and secret society bands (mi-mi hui-tang FEGH) in
Fukien and Kwangtung to local feud traditions. Arising from alliances
and sworn-brotherhoods based on different—surname affiliations, these
diverse types of i-hsing groupings appear also to have been formed
in response to predatory and protective strategies. In my own forth-
coming study of lineage feuding in southern Fukien and eastern Kwangtung
I have dealt more with the interrelationship between communal feud
violence and the deviant customs and illicit practices that had long
prevailed in the coastal prefectures.

Others have indicated more particular reasons for the sustained
hsieh-tou violence and lineage feuding in Fukien and Kwangtung.
The author of a recent draft history of Fukien (Chu 1986: II, 541-42)
blames corrupt officials who regarded feud strife and homicide cases
as opportunities to extort and enrich themselves. His reasoning is
similar to that of Ch’ing writers who attributed vengeful feud affrays
to the ineffective workings of local government and the legal system.
On the other hand, Maurice Freedman (1966:115-17) has singled out
powerful lineages in the two provinces as the key to rampant feuding.
Such lineages not only opposed rivals in their localities but also were
able to hold the state at bay and make use of it.

Belligerent lineages of the coastal prefectures certainly figure as
key instruments in the feud process. They were the aggressors in the
feud: communal feuding was initiated and financed on their part, and
the momentum of the contest depended on the fortitude of the principal
lineages involved. Corporate lineages at feud also operated as wealthy
economic units in their respective localities. In keeping with the
commercialized setting, these lineages relied in part on contractual
agreements and pecuniary outlays to carry on their feud hostilities.
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In addition, wealthy lineages could afford the services of pettifogger
(sung-shih Z3f) networks vital to their feud strategies. These
“litigation” contacts, as well as their other illicit connections with
mercenary and yamen networks, were maintained at great cost usually
through patron-client types of relationships.

Moreover, as Freedman has indicated, belligerent lineages functioned
as powerful political entities in reigons of Fukien and Kwangtung where
weak government prevailed. It is important to mote, however, that
even powerful lineages did not wage war against local government, nor
challenge the legitimacy of the dynasty. Neither did they disavow
orthodox beliefs and practices upheld by the state. It is also evident
that lineages at feud were vulnerable to parties who sought to instigate
and capitalize on costly hsieh-tou engagements, and that these manipu-
lators, whether bellicose kinsmen or enterprising outsiders, stemmed
from nearly all social levels. Lineage feuding in Fukien and Kwang-
tung during the Ch’ing pericd cannot simply be attributed to the selfish
designs of kinsmen who were of the gentry-landlord class, as a
mainland scholar has recently argued (T’an 1985:8-11).

Since feuding is a private and secretive sort of venture, the specific
motives that serve to perpetuate the feud are more difficult to
discern than are the general causal factors that give rise to
widespread feud violence. In the case of the lineage feuding discussed
here even the various sorts of leaders and instigators are hard to trace.
Nevertheless, it seems clear that the motives and strategies tended
to change during the course of enduring feuds, as did the managers of
such contests. '

Feud motivation, to be effective, must center on attitudes, behavior
and values that are also familiar to the entire group, not just the chief
figures involved. In southern Fukien and eastern Kwangtung, where
bitter rivalries and vindictive practices had long persisted, the inhabitants
were well attuned to cultural and psychological influences which
stimulated feuding. Morover, intense competitionand disputes touching
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on sensitive matters, such as pride and honor, had served to make
violent practices commonplace among the coastal population. During
the Ch’ing period, as feud patterns became more extensive through
alliances and networks, larger segments of the population were
affected by communal feud violence as well. These villagers and
townspeople also became subject to reprisals on the part of vengeful
adversaries and targets of abuse by venal local authorities. Closed
off and under great temsion, they too grew more susceptible to the
hostile, ingroup inclinations of the feud.

At this stage of such open-ended feuding the motivation behind
pervasive outbreaks of communal strife was undoubtedly diverse and
even contradictory in nature, given the sizable populations involved
and the variety of lineage managers and outsiders who manipulated
feud strategies. Even under these extreme conditions, though, two
elements still appear to have been predominant in lineage feud moti—
vation. One was the impulse of fear; the other a profit incentive.

Recurrent acts of homicidal revenge naturally tended to foster
dread and anxiety among sets of bitter rivals. Open-ended communal
feuding induced fear and tension of a greater scope. Costly hsieh-tou
engagements threatened not only to bring death and destruction to lineage
communities and neighboring localities but also to incur government
intervention and deplete the resources of the principal lineages at feud.
The possibility of ultimate defeat at the hands of stronger adversaries
was also a foreboding concern. Under such threatening feud conditions
fear became a powerful impulse that helped maintain cohesion within
rival lineages and counter divisive tendencies among their branches
and household units. Fear also served to alienate feud-ridden localities
from most outside contacts and to strengthen ingroup inclinations.

Fear, however, seems to have been offset by the prospects of
profit, for the feud was regarded as a potentially profitable venture
by all concerned. Rival lineages, alignments and networks expected
to profit at the expense of their opponents. Even though armed
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affrays were expensive and constituted an economic risk, lineages
nonetheless calculated the extent of their corporate funds and private
holdings, then invested in hsieh-fou contests with the intent of gaining
tangible rewards and intangible benefits. A variety of predatory types
also sought to profit from enduring feud strife. Meanwhile, destitute
and criminal elements, both within and outside of feuding communities,
fed off the feud during violent intervals as “substitutes” and mercenaries.

The profit motive was so keen that one may liken lineage feuding
to a business venture or enterprise. Indeed, in feud-afflicted areas of
the four coastal prefectures feuding amounted to a native industry akin
to organized gambling, smuggling, and other illicit operations there
(Lamley 1986; and forthcoming).  The fact that lineage feuding
became such a deeply ingrained tradition with roots in the local
economy explains in part why lineage and surname groups remained
so strong and vital in the coastal areas of southern Fukien and eastern
Kwangtung over the first half of the twentieth century and why, even
today under Communist rule, vestiges of lineage feuding persist in some
localities there.  The Chinese communal feud continues to be a
significant topic worthy of historical study, as does communal feuding
in other parts of the world.
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Portrait of a German Sinologist:

OTTO FRANKIE

Ursula Richter

Otto Franke was a pioneer in the field of Chinese Studies in Ger-
many, not only because he held the first regular professorial chair of
Sinology in that country and subsequently did much to secure the discip-
line full academic recognition, but also because of his singularly broad
and undogmatic approach to Chinese history, both ancient and modern.
The formation of this approach was doubtlessly facilitated by two factors:
First, he had finished a full university course in a different field,
complete with PhD, before he read Chinese; second, he had gained his
insights into Chinese society and institutions by immediate contact and
not through the detachment of classical philology then still prevalent
among European sinologists (their achievements notwithstanding). He
had lived in China for 13 years, and even after his return to Germany
he continued to seek and improve contacts with Chinese scholars, polit-
icians and institutions. Furthermore, he set an example as an intellectual
in the modern sense, being both a learned professional and a committed
citizen who, unlike the secluded scholar of his time (alas! by no means
extinct today), mnever stood aloof from political and social obligations.
Apart from his copious publications and the education of a number of
now world-famous researchers in the f ield, he dedicated himself to aca-
demic organizational matters, was actively involved in Sino-German con-
tacts and even found time to look after the welfare of Chinese students

in Germany.
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Born into a middle-class family in Gernrode (Northern Germany)
on 23 September, 1863, young Otto received a sound classical education
before entering Freiburg University in 1882. Later that year, owing to
the flexible German university system, he changed to Berlin where he
read Sanskrit and also .attended J. G. Droysen’s lectures on historiogra—
phy. ! ThlS encounter was to exert a lasting mf luence on hls view of
history.  After further studies of Sanskrit, comparatlve llngUISthS,
general history etc., he received his-PhD from Gottingen University in
1886 with an indological . thesis.

Since he hoped to find employment in the diplomatic service for
which a law degree was then required, he returned to Berlin in order
to read Law; it was only then that he was introduced to classical
Chinese. In 1887, the Seminar on Oriental Languages was established
in Berlin, loosely attached to the University.  Since it catered mainly
to future civil servants in the interest of budding German imperialism,
it offered a course in the Chinese vernacular (then deemed unfit for
scholarly pursuit). Franke enrolled and had only just been introduced
to the elementaries when, in 1888, the Foreign Office drafted him as
an interpreter with the German Embassy at Peking.

Franke was to live in China (Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, Amoy)
for the next 13 years and became proficient in official Chinese while
in his spare time he began to devote himself to sinological studies and
also travelled widely in East and Central Asia.? During his stay, he
witnessed some of the most crucial events of modern East Asian history
such as the early stéges of China’s modernization; her struggle with the
foreign powers; the war against Japan (1894/95) and the effect of the
Shimonoseki intervention; the reform movement of 1898; the negotiations

1) J.G. Droysen (1808-1884), historian and pro-Prussian politician; member of
the Frankfurt pariiament (1848); advocated liberalism and  individualism and
saw politics as the chief factor of ‘history. ’

2) Franke’s first scholarly publication was an outcome of some of his travels:
Beschreibung des Jehol-Gebietes in der Provinz Chikli (Description of the Jehol
area in Chihli province), Leipzig 1902, 103 pp.
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over a British-German government loan; the awkward events preceding
the granting of a German concession in Shantung; etc. etc. Franke
made the personal acquaintance of many leading personalities on the
Chinese political stage, including Li Hung-chang and Yuan Shih-K’ai.

His keen interest in those events prompted Franke to investigate into
their historical background. This would result in the double effect of
making him an authority on East Asian affairs and starting him on his
career as a sinologist.

After his retirement from the diplomatic service, Franke returned
to Germany. From 1902 to 1907 he published a series of articles on
East Asian political and economic affairs in the Kolnische Zeitung
(Cologne Daily) most of which are still valuable reading for students
of modern Chinese history.3 Franke’s objective and well-informed
presentation counter-balanced the bulk of “trash” by which the German
public was then misinformed. Of likewise interest is a collection of
Chinese reformist writings he translated. ®

Upon request by the Manchu Yin-ch’ang (Chinese Minister to Ger-
many, 1901-1905, and a close friend of Yiian Shih-k’ai) Franke once
more entered the diplomatic service-—on the other side: Between 1903 and
1909, he served the Chinese Legation at Berlin as adviser.

Meanwhile, his publications had drawn the attention of academic
circles. Advised by F.v. Richthofen® and others, Franke wrote the

3) A selection of these articles was published as Ostasiatische Neubildungen.
Beitrige zum Versténdnis der politischen und kulturellen Entwicklungsvorginge im
fernen Osten (East Asian Reforms. Contributions to an understanding of
political and cultural developments in the Far East), Hamburg 1911, 395 pp.

4) cf. E. Haenisch, “Nachruf auf Otto Franke” (Obituary O.F.), in: Jahrbuch
der deutschen Akademic der Wissenschaften 1946-1949, Berlin 1949, pp. 145-
149; p. 146. Also, F. Jager, «Otto Franke (1863-1946)", in: Zeitschrift der
deutschen morgenlindischen Gesellschaft, no. 100 (1950), pp. 19-36; p. 23.

5) Die wichtigsten chinesischen Reformschriften vom Ende des xix. Jahrhunderts (The
most important Chinese reformist writings of the late 19th century), Hamburg
1902 (Leiden 1904). For bibliographical details, cf. B. Theunissen, “Otto
Franke in memoriam”, in: Monumenta Serica, X1 (1947), pp. 277-296; p. 282.

6) F. von Richthofen (1833-1905), geographer and geologist who travelled widely
in China.
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dissertation required in Germany for a scholar to qualify as university
lecturer (Habilitation) and received his venia legendi from Berlin Uni-
versity in October 1907. For his inaugural lecture, he chose to talk
about the significance of Sinology as an academic discipline. However,
his desire to devote himself solely to research and teaching was not
yet to materialize. On. behalf of the German Navyl Department,
Admiral v. Tirpitz,” who had known Franke in China, dispatched him
to Peking in the Spring of 1908 to conduct preliminary talks with the
Chinese government (represented by Chang Chih-tung) on the estab-
lishment of a joint college in Tsingtao. The talks were successful,
and in October 1909 the Deutsch-chinesische Hochschule opened its
gates. 8

Franke’s success as a negotiator might have been a factor in his
favour, apart from his academic merits, when, in 1909, he was offe—
red the newly established chair for East Asian languages and history
(later divided into a Chinese and Japanese section) at the Colonial
Institute in Hamburg. He accepted and took up office in 1910, This
was a breakthrough for the field of Chinese Studies which had so far
been researched by individual scholars (often regarded as rather eccent—
ric) but never been institutionalized. Due to Franke’s untiring propa-
ganda, Berlin University followed suit and set up a chair for Sinology
in 1911, tenure of which was given to the Dutch scholar W. de Groot.
As for Hamburg, Franke joined a group of professors and politicians
in 1912, . who had wished for some time to found a university in the
northern seaport but had met with stubborn conservative opposition.
Franke threw all the weight of his personal and professional prestige
into the struggle. Negotiations were interrupted by the First World
War, but in the Spring of 1919, Hamburg University was established,

7) A. von Tirpitz (1849-1930), Admiral, State Secretary in the German Navy
Department; some time commander of the German cruise squadron in East
Asia.

8) For details, cf. J.E. Schrecker, Imperialism and Chinese Nationalism. Germany
in Shantung, Cambridge (Mass.) 1971, pp. 244-245, -
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and Franke’s institute became part of it.

During his Hamburg years, Franke worked at a wide variety of
research projects. Interesting in our own context are his investigations
into the Confucian state. < Having witnessed the 1898 reforms, he was
interested in K’ang Yu-wei’s revival of the Kung-Yang school. In his
typical quest for the historical origins of current events, he turned to
the Ch’un—ch’iu which he, taking K’ang’s theses for granted, regarded
as formulae of state ethics issued by Confucius in a deliberately cryptic
language. He then, rather logically, studied the Ch’un-ch’iu fan-lu
by Tung Chung-shu (c. BC 179-104) and the beginnings of the Con-
fucian state doctrine which, particularly after its revival in the Sung
dynasty, he rejected as one of the factors that had obstructed China’s
transition into a modern state. Although his view of the Ch’un-ch’iu
is now out of date, his research on Tung Chung-shu remains valid,
and besides he had broken new ground.

After the War, Franke was again vigorously involved in organiza-
tional tasks. At the same time, he felt compelled to summarize East
Asian events preceding the World War and show them in their inter-
national context. After a thorough scrutiny of official documents,
files and memoirs, he compiled a monograph? with the intent, as he
stated in his foreword, to bring the historical truth to light. His book
found its critics both in Germany and abroad, but for the objective
reader it once again contains a wealth of useful material.

In 1923, Franke was offered deceased Professor de Groot’s suc—
cession in Berlin which he gladly accepted. The following eight years
until his retirement mark the zenith of his scholarly career. In
Hamburg, he had not been able to draw a circle of promising students
around him, and only Fritz Jiger rose to some prominence within the
field, while in Berlin he trained a veritable school of sinologists who

9) Die Grofimichte in Ostasien von 1894-1914. Ein Beitrag zur Vorgeschichte
Chinas (The Powers in East Asia, 1894-1914. A survey of China’s historical
background), Hamburg 1923, 408 pp.
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would rise to world fame, among them E. Baldzs, K. Biinger, W.
Eberhard, W. Fuchs, W. Simon and others. Also, the wide-ranging
scholarly contacts offered by his election as fellow of the Prussian
Academy of Sciences in 1923 stimulated him. Due to Franke’s influ-
ence, Hu Shih was elected corresponding member—an honour never
before bestowed on an East Asian scholar.1® The obligation to publish
regularly in the Sitzungsberichte (Academy Reports) did not seem to
burden Franke. In fact, many of his publications began to foreshadow
the task he had set himself for the years of his retirement: They
reveal an increasing preoccupation with Chinese historiography. In one
of these essays he criticizes the fact that European concepts of Chinese
history were almost exclusively based on the 13-volumes Histoire
générale de la Chine by the Jesuit J. de Mailla (published in Paris,
1777-1783). This work had greatly informed the rejection of Chinese
history and historiography by 19th century historians such as Hegel,
Ranke and Mommsen. In fact, however, the Histoire générale is
essentially a rendering of Chu Hsi’s T’ung—chien kang-mu which itself
represents the highly biased delineation of China’s history “as it should
have been”; after all, its author (or rather, compiler), one of the
patriarchs of Neo-Confucianism, had explicitly drawn it up as an aide
in orthodox government. After de Mailla, no other European scholar
had attempted to up-date this situation, and Franke had for a long time
cherished the idea of taking the task in hand himself.

The chance to complete his magnum opus came after his retirement
in 1931. He planned to compile a general outline of Chinese history,
based on primary sources. At first he had hoped to put his survey into
two small paperback volumes. Then, he negotiated with his publishers

10) cf. W. Franke, “Otto Franke und sein sinologisches Werk” (O.F. and his
sinological oeuvre), in: Sinologica, 1, 4 (1947), pp. 352-354; p. 353.

11) L. von Ranke (1795-1886), celebrated “father of modern historiography” who
advocated painstaking research and objectivity, excluded China’s history from
his survey of universal history as he believed it had failed to contribute to
progressive development of mankind.
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for a 3-volumes edition (two for the text, one for annotations). But
the material outgrew his schedule. As A. Haenisch states, “It truly
took courage to tackle such an undertaking, and uncommon stamina to
realize it... Since now, East Asia is duly included in historiography,
and each (volume of) World History contains an East Asian paragraph,
the specialists are obliged to provide source material in order to dismiss
unauthorized (writers). This means that we are in dire need of a
scholarly sound, yet readable, History of China. Certainly, noone
was more qualified for this task than Otto Franke... When Theodor
Mommsen began to write his epochmaking ‘History of Rome’, he was
in his prime; his material was all to hand. Franke, however, could
not start his work before he was in his old age, and he found hardly
any readily prepared material to rely on...”!? Franke used the dynastic
histories and supplemented them by other Chinese sources, always
maintaining a critical distance, selecting carefully under the basic idea
of the state whose nature and fate, he held, form the decisive factor in
the history of China. The first three volumes of the Gesckichte des
chinesischen Reiches (History of the Chinese Empire) covering the
period from antiquity to the end of the T’ang appeared 1930, 1936 and
1937. While at work at the subsequent volumes, he occasionally took
up some old thread such as his conviction that Confucianism was ill suited
to serve as a state ideology in the modern world, a view that directed his
attention towards such Chinese thinkers who had maintained an indepen-
dent stance, e.g. Li Chih (1527-1602), the subject of his last two
papers published at the Prussian Academy. His sympathies with the
Chinese reformers and revolutionaries had also prompted his earlier
enquiries into the achievements of Hsin Shih-huang, the creator of the
first unified Chinese state, who had been vilified by Confucian historians
although much of his statecraft had been taken over by the Han and
later dynasties; Franke’s re-evaluation corresponded with the call of

12) E. Haenisch, op. cit.,, pp. 147-149
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Chinese intellectuals of the May-Fourth era for strong state leadership
based on a code of laws rather than on ideology.

To escape the horrors of the Second World War, the Franke
family moved from Berlin to the small town of Ballenstedt near
Franke’s home town. Here the ageing scholar was able to finish
volumes IV and V of his Geschichte in manuscript. After having
attended a meeting at the Academy, he died of a sudden illness on 5
August, 1946 in his 83rd year. The two volumes were published
posthumously in 1948.

In the light of more recent research, some of Franke’s positions
certainly seem outdated. For instance, his summary condemnation of
(Neo-) Confucianism as the sole reason for China’s “stagnation” can no
longer stand the test of serious scholarship. Also, social scientists have
generally challenged the validity of the historical approach, demanding
analytical rather than simple realistic description in order to relate
events to each other causally instead of genetically, as Franke attemp-
ted. However, in his own time, with the social sciences only just
forming themselves, Franke’s endeavour to show China’s contemporary
problems before the background of her own recent history and to
delineate her ancient history along the lines of indigenous sources must
be recognized as pioneering spadework. Today’s Western sinologists
would not be ill-advised to emulate his independence of current intel-

' lectual and political fashions.
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AET e B EDRTERIEGE  FARPEEL  TRH « TR
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B e MEEHI%& Ly “Teaching activities related to China” —If
MER FREARHKE » (B2 g (Major publications on China)
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PEAGE I - TEENHR] PIRBE -

2RI R
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ERSBAEEEHRE - EERFE > TONBHLESSY  MER
HHEARSFN+ A » (5005% s BRBERFBHE » BHENHEER
=% BEEHREEGNAE S A » (5—ME% o
B= Wit ER B A ETR » —EEBEMEE S PR o &
BRI F IR - EREORTAZL o BR EHFRILANW—F
B $rhRu i AS LA ERNEE  SUTESERREEMPR
Bl ¥ (Science and Civilisation in China)fys-t& kb RE &
B MaEE! - BERRMAEDSBIIAZ LY Mtas2] &
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EAWARREBH— A - BERSEL » LPHRTHUFIA o HERRELE o M
ZANREREEEER B - T MFHE8B ] WEEE » HBAH
B EM ARSI T » s A Marianne Basid HEHEBEL0 o HR
4 BEMHR » EARREBYEILEHEONNE  BREX » RXUSRE
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BALR ~ IEBBREESE o :
_ 2 fEASCBHE - DESERHERBIRILERERHRINED
BRL o BREEE o BRAMSALEESE [TAI » WAER M2

B o MEESIERENM » REVEIES 2R - MlfE ARy Dr. Paul
Kratochvil » faWfse @2 : “Beijing dialect phonetics with special
interest in prosodic features.” '

s FEHRAERRENE  ERPEENERARSBAEL N - St
NEEWTHIFE - FEEEENE » BEEAGE PR B o

U -FEE o RRMREBEIKR S B A “Please describe your main
present field of research in Chinese studies” —iEHEEANASZRIEES
H o MNEEEEENR—ERER » BAGE—EREE - FINAHRE
¢ Dr. Michael Loewe LR PEL RERO - B pHEEHRE
& (—RAR) ELAESE=THEBMNEEGHE LEH ©  “Archaeology:
Recent Finds and Their Significance” —3r o A REZBEMER » IR
B e > 137 : “the history of imperial China” o RIREBEE » &M
AR E A [l —HT o RMAEZSHEEMBAT » BERWAER+
Mgkt - T HE LR ERIER R B REI M AR
SE BT R RS — BRI T A BRRE o HE MAURIFREIFE

Bk BINEORBEE » 7ER 7 R ER TR B R HIKIE ? MR Rk
SEE ? E+ - +— > ToRE—-RMADREEE LERRET —mEA
Jel o ZERRFE B - SEAR IR AL  (BERER YRR » RATEEREL
ek MREST—H ¢ FEIENITE] S HEILE -

3EFAE

7ef% LA — R - “Major publications on China” ;E—EREH
REEHZIEN TR B o miitit » AR RNEFH
s s SRS —EREE TR RGFHRE s RMNEHW - HARRE—
EREER » RRELE - B RTEELYIFREERE  HRER
BEER FEE(RIRESR  MAGRYE ;s TEREHE HEMEH

@ Dr. Loewe Wi~ » MARMNREDEIENLIEHE © Chinese Ideas of Life
and Deéath: Faith, Myth and Reason in Han Period (202 BC—AD 220),London:
George Allen and Unwin Ltd, 1982,
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BLREENELE > MAGEAEE BR—F - 58 hFEREES
BHEEEAR  BEHEREREBER - Al AR RHYDr. Peter
Nolan » fi BRI 1F B # R :
OInequality: India and Chine Compared, 1950-1970, Oxford
University Press, 1976, with T.J. Byres.
@Growth Processes and Distributional Change in a South Chinese
Province: The Case Study of Guangdong, C.C.1., 1986.
(®“Chinese Collectivisation: Some Comparisons with the USSR”,
Journal of Peasant Studies, 1976.
@“De-Collectivisation of Agriculture in China, 1979-83: a Long-
term Perspective”, Economic and Political Weekly, Aug. 8th &
13th, 1984, reprinted in Cambridge Journal of Economics, 1984.
BT B S TRMERH 2B EBRNEF]  RMARWAIERLAER
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KTAERAM » BEHL+AEAES - BREEFFEBIRY Prof. C. Howe I
FREEFEHSN  FETLEARERBLAEXREEL » AW +L
BEANSERER [EEEF] WPASTREEE (“none”) - AEZ -
EfES - FATAAFERF (BF Prof. Howe) » +LAREEE: F
EENELEL% BRBXENMEZ=% o UT » RMELEE L LZZHH
A+EA (Prof. C. Howe Br4}b) fEE—HHHEIN - WBbRR - BUFE
TERITE R AR PTRO B4R -

ETASHBRM - ERBEAEGRRE D) RZME > WEEERR
R o BEIFK - RETRDRET=ME > /TR R FRAERE (
BMEERTUN MERES] —WEA THR] ) HEER/) > THHRFERR
REFE X - BRREFERIRESROE  MAH [4K] WEBEER
HEE  REMNGABARRRERNT -
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110 STICPE S Boe B

EEZFEHAE S FUEEERBEERRIE LE D - 546 F R ER
WS PEr SR BTN LEEA L B e 5B HA » B
EAMU ~ FHZMHERAEEST o Wik & BRI R BIA T Z BT
o FHEINAHREREE (ABRBZIRONEECKBRE) - fREH
JIEIRE R 0 JUESIASAY Dr. Peter Nolan — A o MHEZH (LEHE)
FHEERA » LA EEREELE » LEEBERNER - ZAav+-Lmay
BERAZEHMEZNAEEE » b S ABHANERARSRERHNE
REEEN  HRXENE  BABEHARENSNER - BRTE=X
UL RMBBHEIEF - BRT=REZTHEEW » et I—8a@
il o BEFLIMEEM: (generality) FUHEMAM: (popularity) B3 » IZN A
B REBEARAER » FRZEA c ZHUFEEHL » TERERERARE
REFHROTHBEE - ARPRKEER [HHE] 8% HASFE £48
—f§ TE AL (inscrutable) | FEMWELERE » BRI 2B
BEBARBEMAET « F/ILEFEAEEE » hRNEWHNTSRER » HEY
MR BEREEA S BEEABERA T—&] 28

BE - MBS HENBRENS » XRBENEIFHARER
%@%?Eﬁ%°mﬁmk%° BRERBRENTR? METRERT LEZE
25 BEBRANERILGE P ET » ROV HANMERE [Z8] - Tk
BEl~THRRA] DX M3 (FARaEsEE %Mﬁﬁﬁ@¢lAmmg)J
REER T CEBENEEET .

X+ Er o BE—EEEDEBNNEFES L EWMRE - ks
—~ER2EZR2MEIEREEEE - FIMBEEANEARLE o ER » BFS
A MM TEEZATEREBHMEYN » A T-LEAEH » F—EE
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Feuchtwang » SiQEBME AFHENE FHHEENRED R EERHLS
TR B SRR o BV R B IE S » MR PRERMBTERK (
Geomancy) ® » HLMESEAHBN [FR] W WA rZ8] Mo
54t » EEIFERRERYAEEREAT Stuart Thompson &S —LAfREBAYHE
Ff o (ERERYFFREBATRNES » JTOWEES7E ME8] —8 (%

@ Stephan Feuchtwang, An Anthropological Analysis of Chinese Geomancy, 1974,
HAErr o FFRMSRT .
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=) BT Feuchtwang § Thompson Bi4} s RMF LWE LR
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Baker) Fj# A Chinese Lineage Village, Ancestral Images: A Hong
Kong Album, B1 Peter Y. L. Ng 4% New Peace Country: A Chinese
Gazzetteer of the Hong Kong Region, [J) % Leeds -8B KAy e #% 3 1m
Frank Leeming F7E#y Street Studies on Hong Kong o it5} Werner
Klatt thix BEH: > fri8 The Chinese Model —& » [} “Hongkong,
China and Britain” (Asien, No. 8, July, 1983)—x EriEEHREBEL
R o Bt » HOREERAERENA » LIFiK%E Hugh Baker —A o

EE—m A E R KERPRWE S » BARRENWE ? BRBRIE
HWiRE - & NBEERADHAREE - RMFIER » B PFTIHBRELRR
RERY - AR REBEFEELABTHINEER K » WEEEFR
FIHMAFRREBRNEEHE - RMRER  BHRHREBEATTE 8
RERBEFARMYEE XEMEEBRIEEERRR  FRMAEE - R1TA
RIBUEHE S LR » SR BRBEELRR -
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—fEA o IERBPHEERS  RANBENBKAIFEEMHER | AR
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fRRYRAAE -
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FRBRLAS AR s » BHIE ~ BURMARFIE T R - e R Al
EPUEL o :

B HETILUAS » RERFHE > H—FALEBEN 54 EhRHEA TR LK
B EANTRES s BORUHARDEEN - MBS BRI E R - LD
Who Is Who SUHifF MK MBBtemEE | - :



ERFEE | BHEEO

PSR T e Pl EX PR T s S L

Bl 2 oo 1_;%% é;_iﬁ & (UAREED ,JA%(
I e e
— & Rl 2
] it 13
"
% 4t 2
E 7 g
B
B % &
# i
it | B OBRBR R 2 1 2 1 g
i i ) .
® | 0t & 3 2 ) : g
B = 1 .
# " e ) |
FGE R b 1 .
BHE % | 1 s
A BB 1 )
i g1 1 . R
A
= = 1 i R
#® 3w
=z
b TR
5 # 1 .
=
] B
— B B W 1 ) 3 5




116 SERFREFIEER

BETRBMBEEEERR/  mEMPE (RuHREERNRHE
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ERXEE - CRINFEOAE - 8% - BE - itd - BB
& » HPprif “High-Level Equilibrium Trap (7B S8MME%)"H
HRMBEPRAEREEZE T - MRS ERNER » FES
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HEREESE » 5FRM#% =) B4 » Anna Merton, Shio-Yun Kan,
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WEENRINPRNECREE - (M) SF—Fk A +LME
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EREAZFRENTELE  RORBEMGHBES o
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WAL Z— » WHERKIET —2 o

2EEENBLENES  DALREMRHASES » HREHe
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lan) » §b4 ARICRE LD » TARBERE - ERSXORESCER it
@F8 25 (Queen of the Social Sciences)| » W REEN AR
TESEREEE  EERERAEEEN - RAUEAERBLER - AFEE
Py B > D BRI AR BB R o Wik POk BERSERERRY Prof.
Christophe Howe EILIAZRBMEMER - ARMHEFBREN » L
S BFIMIEHE o AR > RIBRM T » Howe 7EpBKREEHEME L » 7
FEEMEHEE - (&) B MEIBRBREREREHR (B
Dr. A. Singh® MR—f44E (—AAKR) St Mrs. S H
Paine® » tLBHEHEF - HRENRFREET LA ZIFHEAKRTF
EHATTREMKE — 1@ ©

WaBn (R WERERANRESBSBRE-BHEHER - E
WER RETUSBEE : — HLERFSFTE > ARLRBRACHTRL
B - ERBEFHYN 0 AR REEBRWBERFIE » T+ RIRFF
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LEBANBLATNSRE S B » BFHEIRPELAEFHEREHE
A BEESERGES c AEAD  FAAERES WAERXSE 7
& —ERE(Whyte) EE RSB IS ~ Bifff ~ TRHEREARE EIRF
R NERTBEEA SR  BROGIRE IFTESNEEEE (RTA
WA » B LEAFBREREOER - TER » EMEELCH
HR) WAE  BREMTPREAEIZEEEY  WETRREHBAT -

BEA [EH] BRIBETSLERSBHASL - A » ERRTERE
R EE » BRBTES > WEEIESER Prof. D. P. Pollard gy A
Chinese Look at Literature: the Literary Values of Chou Tso-jen

(EfEA) in Relation to the Tradition ; i & AMBEREA - WIITEL

@ Dr. Singh BIRYER “The Politicai Economy of Chinese Development” fib B
Peter Nolan &§3 : “The Socialist Countries the Third World and the World
Economy”

® Mrs. S.H. Paine EEFH v e 198SEEBRBAVERA ¢
«“Advanced Development Theory”;

“Theory of Growth and Structural Change in China”;

“Chinese Economic Reforms Post-Mao”.

@ Peter Corrigan #ZpRHE: LETN—EA » BMKHBLERS A (KBE) £#ERS
E 0 WRARMEOEBREPEERR o (GHREME T ) X The Cambridge History
of Chine, BEBEBXBRTETNIR » LWELTIREAFMRNES -



118 SRR FRER

RBGEBAE » InF L AZE (University of Newcastle upon Tyne) g
James Cotton fyj “Mao Tse-tung” Ei “The Chinese Revolution and
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T John Gittings (“The Guardian” H$EEHHBIR) HERIECEHE
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Please describe your main present field of research or interest in Chinese

studies:

Have you any general comments that you would like to make on the state
of Chinese studies in the United Kingdom? (Please continue on a separate

sheet if necessary.)
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Research of Modern Chinese History in
West Europe (II): France

Ursula Richter

I. Preliminary Remarks

1. Chronology

While compiling the material for this survey, I was confronted
with some chronological confusion as to “modern” history of China.
In the view of different researchers in different countries, the term
seems to describe quite dissimilar spaces of time. . Apparently, youn-
ger scholars often feel that “Modern China” did not emerge until
the Hsin-hai Revolution of 1911 and continues into the present, the
1949 communist takeover notwithstanding; on the other hand, recent
bibliographies list works on 17th to early 20th-century China under
“History of ancient and classical China”!; a periodical explicitly
calling itself Modern China contains articles on post-1949 Mainland
China?; in accordance with European chronological classifications, a
well-known French scholar subsumes China of the 19th and 20th
centuries under “contemporary China”3; yet other scholars, particularly
those investigating Chinese history of ideas, tend to regard Ming-
Ch’ing-early Republican China as belonging to a coherent historical

1) cf. bulletin d’association francaise d’études chinoises 3 (April 1982), p. 56, and
ibid., 3(1984), p. 142.

2) e.g. an article by K.E. Brogsgaard on economic changes in Communist China
between 1953 and 1981, in: Modern China 9, 1 (Jan, 1983), pp. 37-83.

3) cf. Marianne Bastid, “A Survey of Recent Trends in French Studies on Con-~
temporary China: The State of the Field” in: Pacific Affairs, 53, 4 (Winter
1980-1981), translated by René Goldman, pp. 698-707.
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period*. However, certain rather conservative West European scholars
employ a more rigidly specified chronology (sharing this predilection,
if any, with their Soviet colleagues) according to which Ming and
early Ch’ing China pertain to “pre-modern” history, late Ch’ing
(1840-1911) and the Republic until 1949 to “modern” history, and
post-1949 China to (“recent” and) “contemporary” history.

2. Sycope

Since 1 subscribe to the latter chronological terminology, only
such data as concern pre-1949 modern Chinese history were selected
while a few exceptions were made in favour of materials exceeding
the period up into pre-modern or down into contemporary times, This
decision may not do full justice to various scholars in the field who
work on a broader historical scope (in fact, current European re-
search on 20th century China focuses on contemporary history) but is
determined by limits of time and space. For the same reason, a
number of eminent sinologues had to be banned from these pages as
materials on linguistics and literature were excluded—again with a
few exceptions when socio-political aspects are discussed.

Any further omissions are unintentional, and I apologize for
having passed over in silence any important data,as may well be the

case.
II. Introduction: The General State of the Field

Although France was ahead of other European countries in estab-
lishing sinology as a valid academic discipline, setting up the first
professorial chair as early as 1814, research remained dominated by
classical philology for more than a hundred years. Among those
European sinologues who began to introduce modern historiographical,
sociological etc. methodology to the field were not a few Frenchmen

4) cf. Michael Gasster’s review of Eto Shinikichi and Harold Z. Schiffrin(eds.),
The 1911 Revolution in China: Interpretative Essays, in: The American Asian

Review, 1V, 1 (Spring 1986), p. 96.
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(cf. part I of this survey), but it was not until after World War 1I
that modern and contemporary China was placed in the forefront of
scholarly concern by a growing number of French researchers, as
indeed by their colleagues elsewhere in Europe. At the same time,
the number of popular and semi-popular publications on contemporary
China, fostered by a new wave of fashionable leftism, also rose
spectacularly. Although the bulk of these printed matters was of a
journalistic rather than scholarly nature, it helped to rouse interest
in the “reality” of China, “an interest which has been reflected in
the more specialized, scholarly research. Thus...the bulk of research
over the past... years has been on post-1949 China. This particular
area of inquiry has benefited more than any other from increased
material allocations and special credits. ”® However, recent publica-
tions as well as dissertations prove that in spite of a certain bias in
favour of the “People’s Republic” noteworthy research is also carried
out in modern Chinese history. If Ms Bastid, in her 1980 article,
still modestly concedes that “financial and organizational efforts have
been all too recent, and French capacity for research on contemporary
China remains on the whole weak and spread unequally among the
disciplines”, hampered by “the small number of research tools produ-
ced in France”®, this situation appears to have improved during the
six years that have passed since.

This survey cannot detail each and every French research precept,
scholar, department or institution engaging in Chinese studies (alth-
ough some enjoy high academic prestige). As mentioned before, both
classical sinology and linguistic and literary studies—in which French
scholars excel—have to be passed over. The new interest in present—
day China also brought about an increase of Chinese (or Can-
tonese) language courses, not only at the universities, but even at
normal colleges, vocational schools and - senior highschools, and de-

5) cf. M. Bastid, op. cit., p. 699.
6) ibid.
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partments or individual scholars dealing with one or another aspect of
China can now be found in all sorts of institutions all over France,

including libraries, museums, publishing companies etc. etc.
ITII. Major Research Institutions

1. Collége de France and CNRS

The Chair of Social and Intellectual History of China, held by
Jacques Gernet, recently offered, among other activities, a course on
“Education and Society in China” based on Chinese source materials
of the 11th through 18th centuries, and a seminar on political and
economic writings by Ku Yen-wu. As visiting professors were invited
G. Bertuccioli (Italy) and E. Ziircher (Holland) who gave conferences
on Sino-Italian relations and early Christian communities in China in
the late Ming period. J. Gernet published an essay on late Ming
society (cf. bibliography). An interdisciplinary project on the history
of science and technology imn China, Japan and Korea, involving
about 20 scholars, was launched in 1984, to be sponsored by the
National Centre for Scientific Research, CNRS.

Apart from the Ministry of Universities, the Centre National de
la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) is one of the main public institu-
tions to grant financial assistance in academic activities. It also
operates its own research teams and publishes occasional papers of
these (e.g. the Group for modern and contemporary history, cf. M.
Bastid’s paper in part 3 of the bibliograpy below). ‘

2. THEC

Linked to the Asian Institute of the Colléege de France is the
Institut des Hautes Etudes Chinoises (Intitute of Advanced Chinese
Studies, IHEC) whose director is Donald Holzman, A series of monogra-
phs, Bibliothéque de P'IHEC, has been published by the Institute
since ‘the 1930s and is mainly devoted to classical research, very
occasionally including pre-modern materials. A new series, Mémoires
de 'IHEC, was started in 1975 and contains mostly dissertations.
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The Mémoires reflect the wide range of research done at the Institute,
including pre-modern and modern Chinese studies, e.g. on the 17th
century mathematician Mei Wen-ting, on the Shanghai Commercial
Press or on the reform of Chinese characters as well as indices such
as a three-volume index of Chinese narrative vernacular literature
(cf. bibliography). _

Some of these materials were prepared by the Research Group
for Chinese Literature and History (Etudes littéraires et historique
chinoises) of IHEC which is attached to CNRS and whose staff
include D. Holzman (responsible director), M. Cartier, H.-h. Chan,
J. Dars, M. Hemery, Y. Hervouet, A. Lévy, R. Mathieu, M.
Orange, L. Vandermeersch and P.E. Will. The late Professor Robert
Ruhlmann (d. 1984) was also affiliated.

3. Ecole Pratique and EHESS

In 1949, the Centre Franco-Chinois in Peking was closed (cf.
part 1 of this survey), and in 1953 all of its French researchers had
returned to Paris. Subsequently, high-level courses on modern and
contemporary China were instituted at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes (Institute for advanced research) in Paris. Being a non-degree
granting graduate-level university without formal curriculum, the
Ecole Pratique offers lectures and seminars to students of the regular
universities of Paris as well as to unattached scholars. It is divided
into sections.

In 1970, Jacques Guillermaz set up a number of research teams
at the VIth section (economic and social studies), grouped according
to topics such as domestic politics, economy, foreign policy and
culture, focusing on the “People’s Republic of China”. In 1975,
section VI was detached from the FEcole Pratique and became the
independent Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Advanced
research .institute for social sciences, EHESS) to which was attached
what is now the Contemporary China Research and Documentation
Centre (Centre de Recherches et de Documentation sur la Chine
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Contemporaine, in short Centre Chine or “China Centre”)of EHESS.
In 1976, the Centre was attached to CNRS. Current directors of the
“China Centre” are Pierre-Etienne Will and Yves Chevrier’, while
young researchers Jaqueline Nivard, Hua Chang-ming and others act
as its librarians (cf. 1list of theses below). Annual conferences are
being held at the “China Centre” on political, socio-economic and cultural
developments in contemporary China, seen in historical and/or compa-
rative perspectives. The Centre is essentially a library. Research is
done by users of that library who are sometimes affiliated with other
institutions. Since these are scattered all over Paris, while some are
even situated in other cities, the Centre plays the role of a meeting
place as well.

Appointed research preceptors of EHESS include the following
scholars:® Marie-Claire Bergeére (economic and social history of
modern and contemporary China); Lucien Bianco C(history of the
Chinese revolution)?; Michel Cartier (economic anthropology of
China); Donald Holzman (institutions of imperial China); Pierre-
Etienne Will (socio-economic history of pre-modern China).

Another research group of EHESS is the Equipe de Recherche
Interdisciplinaire sur la Chine contemporaine (Interdisciplinary re-
search group for modern and contemporary China) attached to CNRS.
It includes L. Bianco (responsible), P. Bady, M. Bastid-Bruguiére,
M. C. Bergere, Y. Chevrier, N. Dulioust, C. Gipoulon, Hua C.-m.,
J. Nivard, and A. Roux. This group works in close connection with
the “China Centre”.

Also attached to the CNRS is the Centre de Recherches Linguis—
tiques sur I’ Asie Orientale (Research centre for East Asian Linguis-

7) Until 1985: Lucien Bianco (director), Marie-Claire Bergére (vice-dirgctor),
P.-E. Will (secretary).

8) The French academic functions, ranks or titles of most of the persons menti-
oned in this text were omitted (having, as a rule, no exact equivalent in the
Anglo-American academe).

9) Mr. Bianco is known to this institute also as B SEcf. his article:EIE AR
B PR AR, o in: STRLHZRATEF) no. 11 (June 1982), pp. 439-444.
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tics) of EHESS with A. Peyraube (until 1985: A. Rygaloff) as
responsible research director. Though the Centre’s main concern is,
of course, linguistics, some of its activities may be of interest here'—:r
1. a research project launched in 1984 under A. Lucas on language
policies of communist China, Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan; 2.
a conference held in April/May 1984 by M. Dandolo on the codes
of law of imperial, republican and communist China; 3. the publi-
cation of a work on modern Chinese mathematical terms by F. Ho-
minal (cf. bibliography); 4. a project for a modern Chinese-French
dictionary with Han-yi p’in-yin transliteration, carried out by four
native speakers of French and three Chinese.

Apart from numerous other publications by members of these
groups and a journal on linguistics founded by scholars of the Lingui-
stics Centre, mention must be made of the ambitious project of
Mohamed Ziane of the Interdisciplinary Group, who started a semi-
popular quarterly Paris-Pékin in 1979. However, in these days of
academic dearth when even time-honoured scholarly periodicals cease
to appear, this attempt was bound to fail, and after -only three issues
the journal had to stop.

As for other sections of the Ecole Pratique, individual scholars
occasionally carry out research omn various aspects of modern China,
e.g. Michel Soymié (at section IV, history and philosophy), Kristo-
fer Schipper and Léon Vandermeersch(at section V, religious studies).

4. INALCO

Formerly known as the Ecole Nationale des Langues Orientales
Vivantes (National College for modern Oriental languages), the
Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales (National
Institute for Oriental languages and civilizations, INALCO) was part
of the University of Paris III but is now independent. While its Depart-
ment for Chinese Language and Civilization caters mainly to
students, its Chinese Studies Centre is research-oriented and provides
another French centre for modern Chinese history. Its long-time director
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was Hsiung Ping-ming. Scholars such as M. -C. Bergére, who is head of
the Centre, Ch. Henriot and the late R. Ruhlmann (among many others)
have carried out projeéts or held conferences on the following major
topics: 1. The history of Chinese society as presented in modern
Chinese literature; 2.the Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1945 (a colloquium
yielding 31 papers, including contributions by Mainiand Chinese, US
and Canadian authors); 3. the history of Shanghai in the 20th century
(responsible: M.-C. Bergére). In 1985, the Centre was reorganized,
and research was grouped into the following main topics: 1. History
of Shanghai; 2. Modern and contemporary literature, art and philo-
sophy of China; 3. Geography of China; 4. China’s international
relations.

Francois Godement is responsible for the publications of the
Centre, which appear in the collection POF Publications Orientalistes
de France; this series includes a collection of Chinese texts, selected
by M.-C. Bergere and published bi-lingually (Chinese-French),
supplemented (as a rule) by an interpretative essay. These texts
concern 20th century Chinese civilization and are mainly prepared as
study aids. Between 1977 and 1979, four titles appeared. The
collection is called La China par les textes; and Cahiers d’'études
chinoises (Papers on Chinese studies), no. 1 of which appared in
1980 under the general topic, “Press and society” and had 302 pages
(cf. contributions by Castelino, Dulioust and Henriot in the biblio-
graphy), while later ones deal with economics and cultural influ-
ences (cf. Roy and Tchen in the bibliography).

5. CERI

The Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales (Centre
for International Studies, CERI), headed by Jean-Luc Domenach, is
attached to the National Foundation for Political Science. Its “Section
for China and the Far East” include J.-P. Béja, C. Cadart (respon-
sible), Cheng Y.-h., J.-L. Domenach and Hu C.-h. They
specialize, as the name suggests, on the political life of China.
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Research projects may be grouped into three major topics: 1. Chinese
communism between 1920 and 1949; 2. Domestic political development
after 1949; 3. Development of China’s international relations after
1949,

In 1980, a collective research programme elaborated by C. Cadart
was accepted, concerning regional aspects of China’s modern and
contemporary political history.

6. The Institut National de Recherches Agronomique (National
Research centre for agriculture) in Paris with researchers such as
Claude Aubert has carried out surveys on rural development in mod-
ern and contemporary China.

7. Comparative Law

Modern Chinese political, administrative and legal institutions
have been under investigation by the late Tsien che-Thao, F.-P.
Cabéstan et al. at the Service de Recherches Juridique Comparative
(Research Services for comparative law) at Ivry, an institution
attached to CNRS.

IV. Universities

1. Universities of Paris

One of the oldest European universities, Paris originates in medi-
eval religious colleges (of which “la Sorbonne” had been only one
and was founded c. 1170.) Throughout the centuries, Paris University
dominated French academic life, such as Oxford and Cambridge did
in England. Although new universities were established in many
French towns, Paris still holds a predominant position. In.1970,
owing to increased enrollment, the needs of modern specialization
and institutional reforms, the University of Paris was re-organized
into thirteen faculties most of which are still situated in Paris (“/a
Sorbonne nouvelle”). Chinese language classes and other China-related
lectures are taught at various faculties, but it is at Paris III, VII
and VIII that the bulk of future researchers on modern China are
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educated.

Paris IIl: The Department for Chinese Language and Civiliza-
tion is headed by Hsiung Ping-ming, while P. Trolliet is responsible.
In Spring 1985, 1700 regular undergraduate students and about 150
“free auditors” were enrolled.

In 1982, the teaching staff for modern Standard Chinese (“Man-
darin”) was enlarged and a Chinese conversation class set up. Au-
diovisual teaching aids are utilized. Occasionally, students form a
Chinese drama group (in the Winter of 1984/85 they played sequences
of Ts’ao Yii’s Sumrise) and record their performances on video (in
fact, training classes for the application of audiovisual media are
integrated in the regular undergraduate courses). In order to prepare
students not only academically, but for future professional life as
well, two new classes for “Scientific and technical vocabulary” and
“commercial and economic vocabulary” were recently arranged, both
taught by Chinese native speakers.

Exchange agreements have been signed with Nanking and Peking
Universites and the Foreign Languages Institutes of Peking and Shang-
hai (mainly for language instructors). :

The teaching staff of Paris III includes professors Bergére and
Hsiung Ping-ming; six major assistants; assistants Godement et al.;
seven assistant-masters; and eleven lecturers including M. Cartier,
Y. Chevrier, J.-L. Domenach, D. Eliseef and J. Pasqualini.

Paris VII: The Department for East Asian Languages and Civi-
lizations is headed by Y. Hervouet (until 1980: L. Vandermeersch
who then changed to the FEcole Pratique). This Department may
be seen as the French centre for the education of young sinologues,
Emphasis lies on classical studies, and literature, but modern China
is also dealt with. Well-funded by the Ministry of Universities, the
Department encourages junior researchers to carry out field studies
in China.

Paris VIII: The Department for Slavonic and Oriental Studies
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at Vincennes Saint-Denis contains (among others) the following
staff: Professor M. Loi, Assistant-Masters Alain Roux (responsible),
Chantal Chen and Catherine Gipoulon, and Francois Jullien, a special-
ist on classical literature and comparative studies. Recently, Professor
Hsiung of Paris III held audiovisual Chinese language courses.
The general educational guideline demands a balance between Chinese
language acquisition and general knowledge of Chinese history and
culture. Emphasis is put on modern and contemporary China. Du-
ring the first three years, language training is intensive (eight hours
per week).

Research activities include studies on modern and contemporary
Chinese literature; evaluations of the Cultural Revolution; Shanghai
in the 1930s (C. Gipoulon, A. Roux, G. Ko); Chinese poetics
from the T’ang to the 20th century.

A co-operation agreement was reached with the Language Institute
of Hsi-an University. In May 1979, the writer Pa Chin held a
conference about his novel, Chig. The scholars Liu Kui-sheng of
Ch’inghua University (Peking) and Li Hsin, Institute of Modern
History of the Academy of Social Sciences (Peking) gave a confer—
ence on Li Ta-chao in March 1981.

In 1982, the Department launched a journal dedicated to com-
parative studies, Extréme-Orient Extréme-Occident, which until now
has published eight issues, each with a central theme.

Alain Roux carried out a research project on the labour move-
ment in Shanghai in the 1920s.

2. Regional universities

Aix-Marseille I (Université de Provence): Department of Chinese
Studies. Both the educational programmes and research projects at
this Department focus around “pedagogic strategies” of language tea-
ching (including audiovisual methods) and the compilation of special
scientific vocabularies.

The course, “Foreign literature and civilizations”, offers thorough
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training in both classical and modern Chinese language and civiliza—
tion. Among others, Catherine Gipoulon teaches modern Chinese
history.

Another course, “Applied Foreign Languages”, offers classes in
modern Chinese, but these form only a third of the programme,
while the remainder is taken up by another foreign language (one
third) and optional classes taught in French on typewriting, tourism,
political science, law and economics. More than a hundred students
are enrolled in these two programmes.

Bordeaux II1I, Languages Department, Chinese Section: Professor
André Lévy et al. This institution had to strive quite hard to survive
certain curtailing policies (such as the granting of funds) typical for
many universities all over Europe during the past ten years or so.
It is struggling, like most of the other French regional centres for
Chinese studies, in an attempt to hold its own against the“monopoly”
of Paris universities. In spite of this, student enrollment seems to
increase, possibly because Bordeaux offers fairly flexible programmes
including (nearly mandatory) Japanese classes in order to use sinolo-
gical source material from Japan, and to encourage students to spend
some time in China, for which purpose exchange arrangements have
been made with Peking University.

Lyon 111, Université Jean-Moulin: Head of the Department for
Chinese and Vietnamese Studies is Christian Henriot. The Department
belongs to the “Far Eastern Section” of the Languages Faculty.
Emphasis is put on contemporary Chinese studies and contacts with
Mainland China. The Section has inherited the library of the
“French-Chinese University Association”.  Another staff member is
Léon Thomas.

Nice: University of Nice; among others, Nora Wang is a staff
member. In 1977, the Department started a Journal, Approches—Asie
dedicated to East Asian Studies, which has published eight issues until
now.,
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V. The French Association for Chinese Studies

The Association Francaise d’études chinoises was founded in
April 1980 with the objective to maintain and develop 1. research
in the field and contact between scholars; 2. a dialogue between the
various university institutions of the country, particularly concerning
docmenutations, publications and translations; and 3. contacts between
French and foreign institutions interested in co-operation.

The Council of the AFEC consists of C. Aubert, M. Bastid,
M. Bonnin, M. Cartier (President), C. Chen (Secretary), Y. Chevr-
ier, J.-P. Drége, N. Dutrait, M.-J. Lalitte (Secretary), A. Lucas
(Treasurer), R. Mathieu, Th. Pairault, P. -E- Will (Vice-president).

The AFEC publishes a journal, previously bulletin de l’association
francaise d’études chinoises, as of 1983 Etudes Chinoises, whose first
issue appeared in March, 1981.1t was scheduled to appear biannually
but has so far had no more than seven issues. Its main sections are:
1. Association mews; 2. Information about Chinese studies in France,
including short up-to-date portraits of all institutions dealing, in one
way or other, with China, past or present; 3. Classified Bibliographies
of recent French publications in the field; 4. Articles. Started as a
slim Association newsletter, the periodical has gained both in size and
quality and is now well on its way to becoming a scholarly journal.

V1. Concluding Remarks

Apart from the periodicals of  individual institutions some of
which were mentioned above, articles on modern China do occasion-
ally appear in the French learned journals of general character,
e.g. La Revue Historique, Les Annales ESC*, Le mouvement social,
Tiers-Monde etc. ' '

In general, an intensification of research on modern and particu-
larly on contemporary China can be observed. However, “the 19th

10) ESC=*“Economies, Societies, Civilizations”.
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century remains relatively unexplored, particularly in contrast to the
period between the May Fourth Movement and the Japanese invasion,
which has constituted the starting point for French research on
modern China. Moreover, matched against the orientalist tradition
with its awareness of historical continuity, sensitivity to the specifi-
city of civilizations and demand for a high level of linguistic com-
petence, studies of contemporary China, though undoubtedly improving
in quality, still do not give the cultural dimension the kind of atten-
tion it receives in works dealing with ancient China.

In general, one does not find in France a sufficient degree of
familiarity with Chinese erudition or a very intimate knowledge of
life in Chinese society. Indeed, for various historical reasons, com-
pared to England and the U.S., there are very few scholars of
Chinese origin engaged in the study of contemporary China in France—
few of them have been drawn into French universities. The majority
of Frenchborn specialists have received their basic training in the
more general disciplines—hiétory, economics or political science—and
then complemented the latter with varying degrees of linguistic ap-
prenticeship. One finds, therefore, in the work sdealing with the post-
1911 period a tendency for students to rest content with Western
sources, preferably in English, as if that language certified the
authenticity of the information; a few documents in Chinese are then
cited for form. Finally, whereas the reestablishment of diplomatic
relations in 1964 should have conferred upon French scholars certain
advantages, research in China itself has in actuality been rather rare;
meanwhile, opportunities for research in Hong Kong and Taiwan
have been left unexploited for a variety of reasons.

No wonder that certain disciplines which most require fieldwork—
such as anthropology and sociology—are not represented at all in
French scholarship on modern China, while others, like geography,
have only produced works of synthesis. Ethnological studies make
only rare appearances in the literature.
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Rerearch has been conducted under conditions that are peculiar
to a country of confining dimensions. Thus, the small size of the
French specialized public has until now discouraged any efforts to
launch in France a learned journal devoted to contemporary China.
It has made it very difficult, if not impossible, to finance such
publications and has obliged authors to combine vulgarization with
original research. It may surprise the reader to learn that, unlike
the situation in the Federal Republic of Germany, the French gov-
ernment has made no determined effort to promote research on cont-
emporary China. This is due in part to the complex sentiments that
have always characterized the relationship between political power
and the universities in France.

There are nevertheless in the current situation two elements
likely to provide a new impetus to French studies on contemporary
China. First is the fact that the recent proliferation of contacts
between France and China has created more public demand for better
knowledge and information on the Middle Kingdom. The other sti-
mulus comes from a closer cooperation between French specialists and
those of other European countries. The European Association of
Chinese Studies and the European Science Foundation have sponsored
two projects which may foster such contacts: the compilation of an
analytical dictionary of works of twentieth-century literature, and a
research project on the conceptions and the reality of the state in
China. These projects have brought together specialists, not only
from different parts of Europe, but also from the fields of classical
and contemporary Chinese studies. ”!!

However, the bleak picture Ms Bastid delineated six years ago has
meanwhile brightened at least in that there is now in France a group of
younger scholars at work who read and use Chinese sources and who
endeavour, in spite of the prevailing financial encumbrances, to put out
well-researched and-documented publication, although, it is true, with

11y M. Bastid, op. cit., pp. 705-707.
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an emphasis on contemporary (Mainland) China.

VII. Bibliography

This list is divided into three subgroups, namely I. Bibliographical
materials; II. Monographs and articles, classified as follows: 1.
Domestic and foreign politics, ideology, law; 2. Society, regional
studies, religion; 3. Economics; 4. Intellectual history, intercultural
relations; III. Theses (unclassified).

The emphasis lies on recent publications but a few exceptions
were made with earlier materials as a point of information.

1. Bibliographical materials

Barman, Geneviéve, and Nicole Dulioust (comp. ), Efudiants-ouvriers
chinois en France,1920-1940 (Chinese student-workers in France,
1920-1940), a catalogue of the archives kept at the “China Centre”
of EHESS. Paris, May 1981,

Béja, Jean-Philippe, “Histoire contemporaine et science politique”
(Contemporary history and political sciences), a list of recent pub-
lications, in: Etudes Chinoises, 1V, 1 (Spring 1982), pp. 149-150.

id., “Histoire contemporaine et science politique” (cf. above), in:
ibid., 3 (1984), pp. 137-139.

Cartier, Michel, [nventaire dee périodiques chinois dans les biblio-
theques francaises (Inventory of Chinese periodicals in French
libraries), Paris: Editions de I’EHESS/Collége de France, IHEC,
1984, 278 pp.

Dulioust, Nicole, cf. G. Barman.

Hervouet, Yves, cf. M.-J. Lalitte.

Lalitte, Marie-José, and Y. Hervouet, “Littérature chinoise moderne”
(Modern Chinese literature), a list of recent publications, in:
bulletin de I'association francaise d’études chinoises, 3(April 1982j,
pp. 52-55.

Lévy, André, Inventaire analytique et critique du comte chinois en
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langue vulgaire (Analytical and critical Inventory of Chinese ver—
nacular stories), Mémoires de VIHEC, VIII, vols. 1,2,3: part 1o
Paris 1978, 336 pp.;part 2: Paris 1979, 464 pp;part 3: Paris 1981,
516 pp.

Mathieu, Rémi, “Histoire de la Chine ancienne et classique” (Chinese
ancient and classical history), a list of recent publications, in:
bulletin de Vassociation francaise d’études chinoises, 3(April 1982),
p. 56.

This list includes some materials on pre-modern and modern China.

Nivard, Jacqueline, “Histoire et politique de la Chine moderne”(His-
tory and politics of modern China), a list of recent publications
in: bulletin de I'association francaise d études chinoises, 1 (1981),
pp. 42-50. :

id., “Publications in France, 1983-1984”, in: Republican China, X,
3 (Special Issue, June. 1985), pp. 68-70.

id., “Publications in France”, in: ibid., XI,2 (April l986),pp.'43_45,

Vienet, René, (project) An exhaustive catalogue of (worldwide)
iconographic and cinematographic'sources for the history of 20th-
éentury China.

For this information, cf. Modern China Studies Bulletin, 15,
p. 36.1%
II. Monographs and articles
1. Domestic and foreign politics, ideology, law

Aubert, Claude, Cheng Ying, Leung Kiche, “Entraide spontanée, entraide
provoquée en Chine rurale: Pintervention communiste (1943-1944)”
(Spontaneous and instigated mutual aid in rural China: The commu-
nist intervention, 1943-1944), in: Annales ESC, 3 (May-June

12) Modern China Studies Bulletin, “An annual Bulletin of current post-graduate
research, new research materials, conferences, and staff movements. ”Published
by the Contemporary China Institute of the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London. Unfortunately, this useful Bulletin ceased

publication in 1981.
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1982), pp. 407-434. .

Bastid, Marianne, “Histoire de la fin de 1a dynastie des Qing et de
la révolution de 1911” (History of the late Ch’ing Dynasty and
the 1911 Revolution), in: Missions en Chine 1980-1981, Paris:
EHESS, pp. 12-28.

id., “La question de 1’idéologie chinoise contemporaine”(The problem
of contemporary Chinese ideology), in: G. Duprat (ed.), Analyse
de lidéologie, Paris: Galilée (1983), pp. 417-421.

id., “La prison des lettres: censure et inquisition sous la dynastie de
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