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1923-1925 20061 (Mocksa: U3narensckuii eHTp «AkBa-Tepmy», 2014).
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C. C. KprokoBa, Kpecmuvanckue ucmopuu: Poccuiickas depegns 20-x 20008 8 nucbmax u 0OKyMeHmax,
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36 A bepenosuu, B. [lanunos, Cosemckas Oepesus enazamu BYK—OITIY Tom 2. 1923-1929.
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Rural Crisis and Policy Adjustment in the Soviet Union
from 1924 to 1925

Zhao Xu-li

Abstract

It is widely believed in Chinese mainland academic circles that the
burden of Soviet farmers in the period of New Economic Policy was milder
than that in the period of War Communism, and the social contradictions
were generally eased. However, historical materials such as the archives of
the state security organizations of the Soviet Union and peasants’ letters from
1924 to 1925 contradict this conventional understanding, proving that there
were crises in rural areas of the Soviet Union—peasant resistance
movements such as terrorist actions, bandit movements, and uprisings
occurred in some rural areas of the Soviet Union, and also the
worker-peasant alliance fractured. These materials show the need for
further study on the concrete implementation of the New Economic Policy.
This article finds that the historical background of the rural crisis in
1924-1925 was closely related to the international environment of the Soviet
Union, which was an isolated socialist island, to the weak sense of political
identity of people in the border regions with the new regime, and to the
national strategy of giving priority to the development of industry. The
direct cause of the rural crisis was abuses in the implementation of the
agricultural tax, incurring the resentment of the peasants and those soldiers
who were from the peasantry, which was intensified by severe famine. The
peasant uprising in Georgia in August 1924 shocked the Soviet leaders,
symbolizing the outbreak of the limited rural crisis. = The Soviet
government, acutely aware of the crisis, decisively adopted the new policy of
“facing the countryside,” and by drastically reducing the agricultural tax
finally successfully settled the rural crisis. However, the improvement of
peasants’ incomes after the resolution of the crisis deviated from the Soviet
Union’s national goal of extracting peasants’ wealth and developing industry,
and laid the groundwork for the elimination of rich peasants and the
collectivization of agriculture in the next stage.
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