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Youth Narrative in the Nationalist Party’s Small Group Meetings

and the Chinese Communist Party’s Political Techniques

Wang Chen-cheng”

Abstract

Youth narrative assumes that youth is the force of progress in history.
It also requires a kind of modern politics in which the supposedly innate
knowledge and progressive worldview of youth are respected as the major
source of legitimate power. As a form of political organization and practice
prevailing in late nineteenth and early twentieth century Russia, small group
meetings (kruzhok) embodied the tenet of the youth narrative. In order to
deal with the challenge from the youth narrative and the CCP, the Nationalist
Party adopted small group meetings in late 1938. By emulating CCP’s
kruzhok, Chiang Kai-shek believed that the whole Nationalist regime could
be reinvigorated and thereby regain the support of youth. However, youth
narrative was never fully accepted by major Nationalist leaders who
cherished traditional values rather than the value-free truth. As such, those
techniques based on youth narrative could not be properly applied. This
historical experience reminds us that youth narrative, like other
metanarratives, remains relevant to the practices and understandings of

modern politics.

Keywords: youth narrative, small group meetings, party construction,

cadre education, political techniques
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