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Elegy for Yenching University:
The “Rebirth” and Disillusionment of an American Missionary University,
1948-1952

Yang Kuisong”

Abstract

Before the Chinese Communist Party fully seized power, Western
Christian groups with missionary universities in China were already planning
to withdraw from China, but the moderate policy of the CCP in the early
days of its entry into the cities left many Christians with some illusions. In
the second half of 1950, due to the conflict of personnel rights and the war
between China and the United States over North Korea, Fu Jen Catholic
University and Yenching University were successively taken over by the new
Chinese government. The ensuing political movements such as “thought

LR I3

reform,” “profession of loyalty,” and “organizational clean-up” opened the
way for the complete abolition of church universities, the elimination of
Western influence, and the reconstruction of China’s higher education
system according to the Soviet model. This article focuses on how

Yenching University was thrown into the dustbin of history in this context.

Keywords: Yenching University, Christianity, United States,

Chinese Commuist Party, thought remolding
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