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Anonymous, “China and the Chinese,” The English Presbyterian
Messenger (London), X1 (1860), p. 207.

D. S. M., “The Blind in China,” The Chinese Recorder and Missionary
Journal (Shanghai), 20:5 (1889), p. 218.

C. F. Gordon-Cumming, The Inventor of the Numeral-Type for China By
the Use of Which Illiterate Chinese Both Blind and Sighted Can Very
Quickly Be Taught to Read and Write Fluently (London: Downey, 1899),
p. 10.
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¢ HE) o H 591 (2010 & 17 ) o F 44-47 -

9  Milton Theobald Stauffer, Tsinforn C. Wong, and M. Gardner
Tewksbury, The Christian Occupation of China: A General Survey of the
Numerical Strength and Geographical Distribution of the Christian
Forces in China Made by the Special Committee on Survey and
Occupation China Continuation Committee 1918-1921 (Shanghai: China
Continuation Committee, 1922), pp. 365-367.

10 George B. Fryer, Those Who Sit in Darkness: Work for the Blind in China
(New York: The American Committee of the Institution for the Chinese
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13 Clare Midgley, Feminism and Empire: Women Activists in Imperial
Britain, 1790-1865 (New York: Routledge, 2007), p. 107.
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14 Zaesaz0 1834 & e W Tia @iy ¢, (Church Missionary
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16 Eastern Female Education, “China, and India beyond the Ganges,” in

Church Missionary Society, Missionary Register for 1838 (London: L. &
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G. Seeley,1838), pp. 277-278.

17 Alice M. Carpenter, “Light through work,” Outlook for the Blind 31:3
(June 1937), pp. 77-86.

18 E.M.L., The History of Mary Gutzlaff (London: John Snow, 1842), p. 8.
Chester Luke, The History of Lucy Gutzlaff (London: John Snow, 1844),
p. 3.

19 Anonymous, The Blind and Their Books: with Some Account of Laura
Gutzlaff, a Native of China (London: Wertheim, Macintosh & Hunt,
1859), p. 20.

20 Susanna Hoe, The Private Life of Old Hong Kong: Western Women in the
British Colony 1841-1941 (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1991),
p. 108.
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21 Eastern Female Education, “China, and India beyond the Ganges,” in
Church Missionary Society, Missionary Register for 1838, pp. 277-278.

22 Anonymous, The Blind and their Books: with Some Account of Laura
Gutzlaff, a Native of China, pp. 108-109.

23 Jessie Gregory Lutz, Opening China: Karl F.A. Gutzlaff and
Sino-Western Relations, 1827-1852 (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co, 2008), pp. 63-64.
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24 E.M.l,, The History of Mary Gutzlaff (London: John Snow, 1842), p.8.
Chester Luke, The History of Lucy Gutzlaff (London: John Snow, 1844),
p. 3.

25 Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of the Blind, Report of a
Special Committee Appointed to Consider the Subject of a Home: To be
Connected with the Institution as a Retreat for the Adult Blind who Have
Been or May be Educated There (Philadelphia: J.C. Clarke, 1851).
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27 Mary Wanstall Gutzlaff, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/603688
44/mary-gutzlaff (accessed February 9, 2023).
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28 C.F. Gordon-Cumming, “How Blind Chinese Beggar are Transformed
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1887, p.7.
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30 C.F. Gordon-Cumming, Work for the Blind in China (London: Gilbert &
Rivington, 1892), pp. 4-5.
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34 M. Miles, “Blindness in South and East Asia: Using History to Inform
Development,” in Brigitte Holzer, Arthur Vreede, and Gabriele Weigt,
eds., Disability in Different Cultures: Reflections on Local Concepts
(Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag, 1999), pp. 88-101.
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I Am Not a “Blind Girl:
The Life Stories of Modern Chinese Women
with Visual Impairments

Tasing Chiu*
Abstract

In the 19th century, Western missionaries
established schools for the blind in China, which have
often been regarded as the beginning of special education
in modern China. However, there is a dearth of research
on the impact of these schools on blind students,
particularly from their own perspectives. To address this
lacuna, the present article compares the life stories of two
women, Agnes Gutzlaff (1836-1869?) and Cheng Wenhui
FECHE (1936-2011), who were born blind a century
apart. By examining their life stories, this study
investigates the effects of education on blind women
from diverse social backgrounds and how it has evolved
over time, and consequently, desires to attract more

academic attention to this important issue.

Keywords: history of the blindness, education of the blind, disability history,

disability and gender, special education
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