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Women’s Activities and the Role of
Colonial Taiwan during the Japanese
Occupation of Guangdong

Loo, Tsz-Mun

Abstract

This article focuses on the features of and
relationship between the various women’s activities carried
out by the Imperial Japanese Armed Forces and Taiwan
under Japanese rule, namely as a facilitator by sending
labor power, during the Japanese occupation of
Guangdong (1938-1945). During the Second Sino-
Japanese War, after the Japanese occupied Guangzhou on
October 21, 1938, the Government-General of Taiwan
immediately appointed various commissioners to provide
support and implement a series of social control measures.
Masao Inoue # F1E5, retired principal of Hualien Port
Gitls” Middle School {E#EHE 555 20245, for example,
moved from Taiwan to Guangzhou in 1939 to serve as the
principal of the Guangdong Co-Prosperity Association [&
FALZEE . There he engaged in cultural propaganda and
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organized civilizing activities for women, evidenced by
incorporating concepts of “female virtue,” namely
supporting of the war effort under the guise of being

>

“good wives and loving mothers,” when teaching local
women Japanese. In other words, women’s civilizing
processes in colonial Taiwan were not only the direct
mobilization of Taiwanese women during the war, but also
attempts by institutions stationed in Guangzhou to apply
the experiences of Taiwan to likewise civilize and mobilize
local women. This included women’s propaganda
activities, female students going to Taiwan to study, on-
site inspections of women’s education in Taiwan, and even
the epidemic prevention measures of Guangdong Hakuai
Hospital [ B TR e BT Through the above, we can
further explore how Japan reflected a “colonial
experience” on the women of Guangzhou, compelling

them to stand up as supporters of the Japanese military.

Keywords: Japanese occupation of Guangdong, Guangdong Co-Prosperity
Association, Guangdong Hakuai Hospital, women of Guangdong,

South China Cultural Association
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