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The Sanctification Process of the 18th
Matriarch of Yiguandao Sun Huiming

Chung Yun-ying *

Abstract

This study focuses on the sanctification process of
Sun Huiming FAEEHH (1895-1975), the 18th matriarch of
Yiguandao (Way of Pervasive Unity). The image and
writing of Sun by followers of Yiguandao can largely be
classified into and explored from four aspects: first, she is
the incarnation (huashen L&) of Yuehui HE (Moon
Wisdom) Bodhisattva, and all the while going through the
process of being recounted by oral narration to being
recorded in writing, she has been said to have been born
holy. Second, she has become holy owing to her destiny,
an argument which is used to construct the legitimacy of
her becoming a generation of the matri/patriarchs, and
Yiguandao has thus successfully spread to dozens of
countries because of her fulfillment of her destiny. The
third expounds the suffering experienced by Sun; that is,
her sacrifices for the Dao as well as the hardships of
religious persecution and fleeing such plights show that

despite being the incarnation of Buddha, one still needs to
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practice in the secular wozld to achieve sainthood. Finally,
she imprisoned herself for the remainder of her life as an
alternative form of martyrdom and kowtowed 10,000 each
day for all living beings, which became the core of writings
that shaped her as a contemporary saint and developed
into necessary contents for sanctification within

Yiguandao.

Keywords: Sun Huiming, Yiguandao, Way of Pervasive Unity, matriarch,

sanctification process, hagiography
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