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Crossing Beyond the Boundary:
Mapmaking, Knowledge, and the History of Maps of Kabelang
from the Jiaqing Period

Cheng-heng Lu’

Abstract

In 1812, the Qing Empire established Kavalan subprefecture in Kabelang,
indicating that Qing state power had both extended into the region and redefined
the frontier and related boundaries. Previous scholarship has paid the topic
significant attention, but this article analyzes several maps to understand a specific
theme: How was the spatial and geographic knowledge of Kabelang that had been
shaped by those colonists operating beyond the boundary transformed into an
official understanding for the Empire’s practical use, a process which can be placed
within the context of a local turn during the Qianlong-Jiaqing transition? In 1798,
Wu Sha’s %29V (1731-1798) land reformation project invited Xiao Zhu #1T
(?-?) to survey the area and draft a map in order to convince the court to
incorporate Kabelang. The resulting map, which shows certain geographic features
as well as indicating a route from Bangka to Danli and then to Kabelang, was
widely circulated throughout Taiwan society, thereby shaping the basic spatial
understandings of the region. In 1807, for example, Yang Tingli #5 4% B
(1747-1813) went to Kabelang via the map’s route to handle a matter concerning
pirates. Afterward, Xiao Zhu’s map, which was sent to Beijing by being appended
to Xie Jinluan’s #f5%# (1757-1820) Gezainan jilue WA{TFHEFCHS, became the
source of knowledge for officials to apprehend the frontier area. Then based on
Xiao’s map, Yang drew his new version to present an official point of view, which
would become the map to convince the emperor and court to integrate the region
under the Empire’s control. This article argues that the process of mapmaking
displays how knowledge of the frontier gradually moved from local society,
namely the illegitimate colonists outside of the Empire’s boundaries, to being of
use to the Empire, all of which suggests a local turn during the Jiaqing period.

Keywords: Yang Tingli, Kavalan, Tamsui-Kavalan trail, Qianlong-Jiaqing
transition, maritime frontier
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