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From “Gongke Dan” (Instructions on Daily
Work) to Domestic Science: Late Qing
Discourse on Domestic Science in Nie Shi

Chongbian [iazheng Xue

Chou Hsu-chi *

Abstract

Nie shi chongbian jiazheng xue #& K 5 i ¢ BEE
(Domestic  Science as Recompiled by Mrs. Nie;
hereinafter Nie shi) published in 1903 by Zeng Jifen
FU 23 (1852-1942) was the eatliest of a series of translated
textbooks on domestic science containing Japanese
neologisms introduced into late Qing China. Zeng’s
understanding (and misconceptions) of domestic science
was closely linked to her family legacy of home education
and was set amongst broader contemporary debates about
female education. The unique perspectives on family
education discussed in this book highlight the process of
adaption and negotiation whilst introducing Chinese
translations of Japanese domestic science works into late
Qing China. This case study of Nie shi also permits
historians to delve into the dynamically changing
character of the evolution of the concept of housewife
from late Qing respectable ladies’ circles to modern

China’s emergence of ideas of female social reform.

*  Assistant Research Scholar (NSTC), Institute of History and Philology,
Academia Sinica
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These historical developments should be clearly
distinguished from research on “talented women” AL
in late Qing China. Although Shimoda Utako’s [ FH#K
F(1854—1936) concept of domestic science formed the
foundation for Nie shi, Zeng Jifen’s compilation
proposed that domestic science be adapted to suit China’s
specific needs. Not only did this adaptation process
include adjustments for Japanese and Chinese cultural
differences, but Zeng’s introduction of domestic science
also became a platform for a broader discourse on
cultural values and expectations of domestic science in
late Qing China. Moreover, the concept of a “domestic
bursar” WA in this work entailed a unique
composite blend of ideas revolving around the traditional
Confucian concept of marriage, the three obediences and
four virtues, and new Western female roles. Furthermore,
the emphasis on the domestic authority of the domestic
bursar and the perfection of her moral character was
starkly different from Shimoda Utako’s stress on the
scientific governance of the domestic household by a
professional housewife. This case study thus reveals new

interpretations of domestic science in late Qing China.

Keywords: housewife, gender division of labor, domestic science, home

economics, Zeng Jifen
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