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Dilemma of Modern China as Seen in a
Seduction Case (1933-1935)

Li Shi-peng*
Abstract

In 1933, Xu Yuying o (?—?), a young woman,
accused Ji Juemi HiEE5H (1885-1964), an affluent man,
of seducing her into a sexual relationship in Shanghai.
The case, which was framed as a “weak young gir]” and a
Shanghai magnate, attracted widespread public attention.
During the trial, media coverage of the incident varied
significantly, and Shanghai Business Daily, the first
newspaper to report on the case, became embroiled in
litigation. Ultimately, the court acquitted the defendant
despite numerous doubts, sparking widespread public
skepticism. Subsequently, the plaintiffs lawyer, Xu’s
support group, and certain media outlets were penalized
by the court, which provoked strong media and public
indignation. The Shanghai branch of the Kuomintang
(KMT) at this time intervened, with the case even
reaching Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975), and owing to the
concerted efforts of various sectors, a massive collective
call to action was realized, leading to a direct

confrontation between public opinion and the judiciary.
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The media, the judiciary, the public, and the government
each played distinct roles in the case, which highlights the
tensions between these entities during China’s
modernization  process.  Furthermore, the case’s
resolution reflects the challenges faced by the Nanjing

National Government in social governance.

Keywords: judicature, Republic of China, Ji Juemi, seduction,

public opinions



