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附圖17 
（左）〔清〕余省、王幼學，〈遮勒穆期木葉〉，《瑞樹圖冊》，北京故宮博物院藏。 
（右）〈槭樹芽〉，見〔明〕朱櫹撰，《救荒本草》，收入《景印文淵閣四庫全書》，冊730，卷5，葉21下。 

         
附圖18 
（左）〈花楸樹〉，見〔明〕朱櫹撰，《救荒本草》，收入《景印文淵閣四庫全書》，冊730，卷5，葉31上-下。 
（右）〔清〕余省、王幼學，〈密克特木葉〉，《瑞樹圖冊》，北京故宮博物院藏。 

圖像、調查與翻譯：製作長白山「瑞樹」 
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     附圖19 
     （左）紅松（Pinus koraiensis），拍攝地：北京市海澱區北京市植物園，引自中國植物圖像庫： 

http://ppbc.iplant.cn/tu/5052222 （2021年5月31日檢索）。 
     （右）〔清〕余省、王幼學，〈果松葉〉，《瑞樹圖冊》，北京故宮博物院藏。 

 
附圖20 傳〔元〕曹知白，《十八公圖卷》，北京故宮博物院藏。 
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    附圖21 
    （左）〔清〕惲壽平，《牡丹冊》，1688，國立故宮博物院藏。 
    （右）〔清〕余省、王幼學，〈本樹葉〉，《瑞樹圖冊》，北京故宮博物院藏。 

圖像、調查與翻譯：製作長白山「瑞樹」 
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  附圖22 
  （左）〔清〕余省、王幼學，〈樺皮葉〉，《瑞樹圖冊》，北京故宮博物院藏。 
  （右）William King (British, active mid to late 18th century), Granadilla Foliis Trilobatis, 1763, 

watercolor on vellum, The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 
https://www.huntington.org/verso/2018/08/love-flowers. 

 
  附圖23 Sir Hans Sloane, Jamaica herbarium of pressed specimens and illustration, a leather-bound volume, 

1687-1689, National History Museum, London, 引自Tony Rice, Voyages of Discovery: A Visual 
Celebration of Ten of The Greatest Natual History Expeditions, p. 25. 
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  附圖24 穆蒂斯（José Celestino Mutis）從新格拉納達（New Granada）送給林奈（Carl Linnean）的
標本與其鉛筆素描，引自Daniela Bleichmar, Visible Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual 
Culture in the Hispanic Enlightenment, fig. 2.2, fig. 2.3, p. 44. 

 
 

圖像、調查與翻譯 
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Image, Investigation, and Translation: 
The Auspicious Tree of Mount Changbai and Qing Imperial Legitimacy 

Lai Yu-chih* 

Abstract 

Mount Changbai was considered the birthplace of the ancestors of the 
Qing dynasty, thus being situated as not only a sacred mountain of the Qing 
Empire but also a symbol frequently associated with its destiny. In the 
seventeenth year of his reign (1752), the Qianlong Emperor composed “Song 
of the Auspicious Tree” 瑞樹歌, which extols an extraordinary tree that 
grows deep within the mountain. Beyond its enormous size, the tree was said 
to bear up to eight different types of leaves and fruits, as well as having 
lingzhi mushrooms growing in a ring around its trunk. As such, Qianlong 
regarded it as symbolizing the everlasting prosperity and boundless territory 
of the state. The present article focuses on three works created in the Qing 
court that depict the tree: a monumental hanging scroll titled “Auspicious 
Tree” 瑞樹圖軸 by Wang Youxue held by the National Palace Museum in 
Taipei and two collections of paintings that share the same title of Collection 
of the Auspicious Tree 瑞樹圖冊, one by Yu Sheng and Wang Youxue with 
the other by Yu Sheng alone, which are both in the possession of the Palace 
Museum in Beijing. By incorporating materials in both Manchu and Chinese 
from the imperial archives, this study reconstructs the Qianlong Emperor’s 
fascination with this auspicious tree and why he dispatched a team to conduct 
an on-site investigate. Furthermore, it examines the conscious choices made 
by the investigative team regarding the translation of the names of the eight 
species of trees from Manchu into Chinese, as well as the deliberate use of 
different artistic styles and pictorial traditions by court painters. This article 
ultimately demonstrates how the Qianlong Emperor employed a combination 
of a European illusionistic style and scientific investigation practices to 
construct a tangible connection between his Manchu ancestral roots and 
ruling legitimacy over the Qing. 
Keywords:  auspicious trees, Mount Changbai, Manchu-Chinese 

translation, New Manchu language, Qing court painting 
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